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We note with appreciation the general observations given by the 
Special Rapporteur in his second report, including, importantly, that 
recognition is the essential condition for the existence of a general 
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methodology for the identification of general principles of law 
derived from national legal systems �t that is, first, determining the 
existence of a principle common to the principal legal systems of the 
world, and second, ascertaining the transposition of that principle to 
the international legal system. 
 
With regard to the second category of general principles of law 
�‰�Œ�}�‰�}�•�������]�v���š�Z�����^�‰�����]���o���Z���‰�‰�}�Œ�š���µ�Œ�[�•���(�]�Œ�•�š���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�U���E���Á Zealand notes 
the idea of paying attention to norms formed within the international 
legal system �t but considers that general principles of law formed 
within the international legal system and rules of customary 
international law must be clearly distinguished. 
 

 


