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CLUSTER II I  
 

Madam Chair, 

 The Holy See reiterates its gratitude to the International Law Commission  
(ILC) for the work undertaken during its seventy -second session and is pleased to 
offer some considerations on the topics in the third cluster.  

Chapter VII: Succession of States in respect of State responsibility  

The succession of States has repeatedly proven to be legally complicated, 
politically sensitive  and fraught with potential for conflict and tension. The Holy 
�6�H�H���L�V���V�X�S�S�R�U�W�L�Y�H�����W�K�H�U�H�I�R�U�H�����R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���/�D�Z���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�¶�V���P�R�U�H���F�D�X�W�L�R�X�V��
approach to the topic of Succession of States in respect of State responsibility, 
including  the broad agreement emerging �R�Q�� �³�W�K�H�� �V�X�E�V�L�G�L�D�U�\�� �Q�D�W�X�U�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �G�U�D�I�W��
articles and on the priority to be given to agreements between the States 
concerned.� 1́ 

While caution is well -advised, the continued relevance of the rules on State 
succession and the apportionment of responsibility between the successor State 
and the predecessor State or States �²  in particular concerning different forms of 
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