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Chair, so many of the issues driving mistrust are ultimately  rooted in injustice and 
inequality: corruption, lack of access to justice and services, impunity , and unequal 
distribution of wealth. 
 
By protecting and empowering the vulnerable and ensuring fair, equitable, and 
transparent decision making, the rule of law can help rebuild public trust in government. 
 
Effective laws and institutions can address the multiple and intersecting layers of 
discrimination faced by women and girls, and others living in conditions of exclusion. 
 
Whether supporting the judiciary to automate its operations in Kenya, establishing ADR 
centres in Somalia, or bringing justice officials and communities together through the 
Cadres de Concertation in the Sahel - IDLO works through both formal and informal 
pathways, including digital platforms, to promote this people-centred approach to justice. 
 
Second, the COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated that to address global challenges, 
national efforts must be complemented by cooperation at the international level.  
 
This will be critical to the global new deal proposed by the Secretary-General. 
 
A new vision for the rule of law must therefore enable us to address complex and 
transnational challenges that traditional instruments of governance are ill -suited to 
handle. 
 
This will  require rules-based mechanisms that allow countries to cooperate fairly and 
equitably on issues like climate change, vaccine inequity, extreme inequality and the 
digital divide. 
 
For example, a rule of law approach to climate action, in line with Sustainable 
Development Goals 13 and 16, can help accelerate transformative, sustainable, and low-
carbon development. 
 
It can also empower communities to take the lead in climate action, helping those who are 
most affected have a voice in setting climate and biodiversity-related policies that help 
reduce inequalities and eliminate climate-related drivers of conflict. 
 
Under its new Strategic Plan, IDLO is working  to promoting effective, fair and transparent 
rule-based policies and institutions, particularly in fragile and developing contexts. 
 
Madam Chair, in conclusion IDLO is committed to working with the United Nations and 
Member States to promote this emerging, broader vision for the rule of law. 
 
Together we can work to restore trust in institutions, put people at the centre of justice, 
and leverage the rule of law to build peace and sustain development. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 



 

 
 

The International Development Law Organization (IDLO) enables governments 
and empowers people to reform laws and strengthen institutions to promote 

peace, justice, sustainable development and economic opportunity.  

 

 


