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Madam Chair, 

 My Delegation commends you and members of the 

Bureau for steering the affairs of this Meeting. We commend 

the Secretary-General for his report on the strengthening and 

coordination of the United Nations rule of law activities.  

2. My delegation aligns itself with the statements delivered 

by the Representatives of the African Group and the Non-

Aligned Movement (NAM). All aspects of human 

development are linked to the rule of law. It is, therefore, 

imperative that focus on the rule of law is given priority by 

Member States. 

Madam Chair, 

3. Adherence to the rule of law is necessary, especially in the 

international system to guide actions of States and to hold 

them accountable for their actions or inactions, in accordance 

with established laws and regulations, and as embodied in the 

UN Charter. There is a nexus between the rule of law and 

other issues on the agenda of the UN, most importantly 

sustainable development goal 16. 
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4. Nigeria commends the work of the United Nations Office 

on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), for providing an avenue for 

Member States to exchange views and best practices in the 

fight against corruption, illicit financial flows and human 

trafficking, among others. 

5. Nigeria also commends the United Nations General 

Assembly for bringing world leaders to the first ever UN 

General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS) against 
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instruments leading to the adherence of rule of law at national 

and international levels make the "rule of law architecture" 

whole.  

8. The corresponding regional and sub-regional instruments 

in Africa embedded in the African Union (AU) Constitutive 

Act and ECOWAS protocols are the fundamental principles 

that guide Nigeria and Africa as a whole. Adherence to them 

have advanced Nigeria’s development. 

Madam Chair,  

9. Nigeria considers the rule of law a prerequisite for the 

establishment of justice and the foundation for peaceful co-

existence and respect of human rights, all of which are 

entrenched in our Constitution. We envisage the promotion of 

the rule of law at all levels as a vital means of strengthening 

cooperation, establishing enduring peace and security in 

Nigeria and globally. It is in this light that even during conflict 

and under serious attacks from terrorist, Nigerian officials 

prioritise the protection of the rights of all. 








