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witness to, a survivor, and a prosecutor of the most heinous crimes that befell humanity,  
notably  the Holocaust. Ferencz dedicated his dignified life to pursu ing justice. He embodied  the 
principles  that all human beings deserve a life of dignity and rights free of fear and persecution; that 
there can be no peace without justice; and that no one is beyond accountability. Ferencz dedicated his 
life to prevention and prosecution of crimes against humanity globally, and the State of Palestine 
remains committed to fighting impuni ty, to the objective of a Convention helping  to achieve this aim, 
and finally addressing a glaring and unacceptable gap in the normative framework to prevent and 
punish crimes of concern for the international community as whole .  
 
Our forefathers and forem others did their part and we inherited from them rules to preserve humanity 
and to advance a more just and peaceful world and now we must decide of the world we pass on to 
future generations. An important part of our legacy will be determined by the discus sions in this 
room. We must act with the victims in mind, all victims, the victims we might not be able to spare but 
have a duty to deliver justice to, and those we might be able to save from such a horrific fate.  
 
The State of Palestine welcomes the draft articles on crimes against humanity and recognizes the 
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1. ���Ž�1� �Ž�•�Œ�˜�–�Ž�1�•�‘�Ž�1�›�Ž�Œ�˜�•�—�’�•�’�˜�—�1�•�‘�Š�•�1�Œ�›�’�–�Ž�œ�1�Š�•�Š�’�—�œ�•�1�‘�ž�–�Š�—�’�•�¢�1�•�‘�›�Ž�Š�•�Ž�—�1�™�Ž�Š�Œ�Ž�ð�1�œ�Ž�Œ�ž�›�’�•�¢�1�Š�—�•�1� �Ž�•�•�,
�‹�Ž�’�—�•�1�˜�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1� �˜�›�•�•�ï�1���›�Ž�Š�–�‹�ž�•�Š�›�1�W�1�Ž�œ�œ�Ž�—�•�’�Š�•�•�¢�1�Š�—�•�1�›�’�•�‘�•�•�¢�1�œ�•�›�Ž�œ�œ�Ž�œ the necessary link between 
the pursuit of  justice and the maintenance of peace and security, echoing the purposes set forth 
in Article 1 of the UN Charter ; 

2. While taking note of the commentary provided  in Preambular 3, we are of the view, and given 
the distinct nature of the draft articles  and the crime therein, that reference to principles of 
justice should also be mentioned, in accordance with Article 1 of the UN Charter;   

3. It is important that  Preambular 4 recalls that the prohibition of crimes against humanity is not 
only a rule under customary international law but is also a jus cogens, with certain obligation s, 
of which no derogation can be permitted , and with particular consequences; 

4. While it is important to recall that crimes against humanity  are among the most serious crimes 
of concern to the international community as a whole,  it is equally important to recall in 
Preambular 5 that it entails not only an obligation in terms of prevention b ut also in terms of 
prosecution;  

5. Ending impunity is not only to deter or prevent the commission of these crimes but also to 
ensure accountability for those who nevertheless do commit them and that should be duly 
reflected in Preambular 6; 

6. There is relatively a limited State practice investigating and prosecuting crimes against 
humanity at the national level within national courts , separate from the Rome Statute. As such, 
the reference in Preambular 7 to the consideration of the definition o f these crimes in Article 7 
�˜�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1���˜�–�Ž�1���•�Š�•�ž�•�Ž�1�’�œ�1�Ÿ�Š�•�ž�Š�‹�•�Ž�1�Š�—�•�1� �’�•�‘�˜�ž�•�1�™�›�Ž�“�ž�•�’�Œ�Ž�1�•�˜�1�Ž�Š�Œ�‘�1���•�Š�•�Ž���œ�1�™�˜�œ�’�•�’�˜�—�1�˜�—�1�Š�Œ�Œ�Ž�•�’�—�•�1�•�˜�1
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�‘�ž�–�Š�—�’�•�¢; 

7. The State of Palestine is a strong supporter of a victim-oriented approach.  We welcome the 
reference to victims  and witnesses in Preambular 9. This reference is an explicit recognition of 
the  indispensable role of the victims and witnesses in prevention and punishment of crimes  
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principle, we do not believe it should be addressed in the same paragraph as the rights of 
victims and witnesses; 

8. 


