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Given their gravity, Italy is also supportive of the non-applicability of statute of limitations to 
crimes against humanity in accordance with paragraph 6 of Article 6. 
 
As for the notion of “appropriate penalties” under paragraph 7 of Article 6, this is reflected in 
more recent treaties, such as the UN Convention against Torture. Penalties for crimes against 
humanity must be determined on the basis of an evaluation of the specific crime committed, of 
the severity of the criminal conduct and of the context of the commission. While it would be 
unrealistic to expect a future international convention to determine with precision those 
penalties like it is normally done in the statute of international criminal courts and tribunals, 
Italy would like to reiterate its principled position against the death penalty, no matter the 
gravity of the criminal conduct at hand. 
 
Article 6, paragraph 8 provides for the liability of legal persons for the commission of crimes 
against humanity. Italy can support the provision as it is written and notes that the liability of 
legal persons for the commission of crimes against humanity will have to be determined in 
accordance with the national law of the State and could be of a criminal, administrative or civil 
nature. 
 
Turning to Article 7, Italy is generally supportive of the provision as drafted in order to 
minimize the risk of jurisdictional loopholes, at the same time ensuring a connection between 
the State exercising jurisdiction and the alleged author of the offence or the offence itself.  
 
For the same reasons, Italy would like to express its general support of Article 10 and the 
incorporation in a future convention of the principle of aut dedere aut judicare, in line with 
many multilateral treaties criminalizing certain conducts. The obligation to extradite also 
applies with regard to international criminal courts and tribunals exercising their competence 
in the prosecution of crimes against humanity, if the national authorities are not in a position 
to investigate or prosecute the relevant crimes. 
 
That concludes our submission on Cluster 3. 
 
Thank you. 
 
 

 
 
 


