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Draft Article 12 �± Victims, witnesses and others  

 

5. Turning to draft Article 12, the real cost of crimes against humanity is the 

devastating impact upon victims, survivors, their families and communities. The UK 

government is determined to prevent crimes against humanity, as putting an end to 

such crimes is the greatest legacy we can leave to those who have suffered from them. 

 

6. However, when crimes against humanity do occur, we must listen and respond 

appropriately to victims and survivors.  It is important to engage with, and respond to, 

the needs of victims and survivors, as accountability in their eyes may be broader than 

criminal proceedings.  The absence of a crimes against humanity framework fails to 

give the victims and survivors of such crimes the recognition and redress they deserve.  

For justice to be delivered, it is absolutely essential that victims, survivors and 

witnesses be empowered to have their voices heard in proceedings. Lastly, they must 

not be prevented from obtaining appropriate reparations.  The UK welcomes the 

extensive work that the ICC has undertaken in this space to place victim participation 

at the heart of their policy approach, as set out in their 2010 Policy Paper on Victim 

Participation.1     

 

Draft Article 12(1) �± Right to Complain to Competent Authorities 

 

7. In draft Article 12(1), the UK welcomes the right to complain being available to 

�³�D�Q�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q���Z�K�R���D�O�O�H�J�H�V���W�K�D�W���D�F�W�V���F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�Q�J���F�U�L�P�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���K�X�P�D�Q�L�W�\���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���R�U��

�D�U�H�� �E�H�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�G���´�� �7�K�H�� �8�.�� �Q�R�W�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �W�R�� �G�U�D�I�W�� �$�U�W�L�F�O�H�� �������� �D�W��

paragraph 8, �F�O�D�U�L�I�L�H�V���W�K�D�W���³�D�Q�\���S�H�U�V�R�Q�´���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�V���E�X�W���L�V���Q�R�W���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���W�R���D���Y�L�F�W�L�P���R�U���Z�L�W�Q�H�V�V��

of a crime against humanity, and may include legal persons such a religious bodies or 

non-governmental organizations.  

 

 

Definition of victim 

 

 
1 �,�&�&���3�R�O�L�F�\���3�D�S�H�U���R�Q���9�L�F�W�L�P�V�¶���3�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�L�R�Q�����$�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H��here 
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notes that the right to reparations should not necessarily be dependent on the 

conclusion or result of criminal proceedings. Draft article 


