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Mr. Chairman,

1. Ghanaaligns itself with the statementsf the African Group and the Nen
Aligned Movementdelivered by the distinguished representativesthaf
Kingdom of Morocco anthelslamic Republic of Irajrespectively

2. Having beena longstanding Troop Contributing Country of the United
Nations, Ghana welcomeshe discussion by the Sixth Committee the
criminal accountability of United Nations officials and experts on mmsaral
would like to make theollowing remarks.

3. At the outset, we wish temphasize themportance ofensuringcriminal
accountability of UN Personnel whgsactions impinge directly on the
integrity and credibility of our organizatioNMember Statebave alsawvidely
acknowledgd that, holding UN Personnelaccountable for their actions is
necessary fathe promotion othecardinal principle of th&®ule ofLaw within
the United Nationsystem

I.  We welcome the rep@tf the Secretargeneralinder this agenda item
andexpress our suppoibr systemwidecoherence and coordination of
policies and procedures relating to the reporting, investigakbarral
and followrup of credible allegations revealing that a crime may have

been committed
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ii.  We remain supportive of the Secret&gneral’s policy of zero
tolerance for crimes committed by United Nations officials and experts
on mission, including thasinvolving sexual exploitation and abuse,
urge Member States to adopt a similar starae misconduct and
criminal acts committed bgheir personnel servingiith UN Missions.

All allegations ofSexual exploitation and abuse, corruption, fraud and
other forms of misappropriation of funds must be addressed without
delay, to ensure that the perpetratasidt gounpunishedndto serve

as deterrence to others.

4. Second, w reaffirm our support forview thatthe primary responsibility for
investigations and prosecutions concerning United Nations officials and
experts on missiomustrest with the State of nationality of the official or
expert in questionin this regard, we urgdlember Statefo promulgate
requiste national laws tiat establish jurisdiction ovesuchcriminal actsto
ensure accountability by their nationa8n our part,Ghana remainsully
committedto theeffective implementation ofs Armed Forces Act1962)and
Code of ServiceDiscipline which both ensure thatall allegations of
misconduct or crimemade against itpersonnel ormission arethoroughly
investigated and appropriate sancti@mplied where culpability has been

established.
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5. Third, we underscore the need for continugfifiprts to address jurisdictional
gaps. Also, factors which obstruct effective accountability measures at national
levels such as the late submission of evidence, loss of evidence and sometimes
the refusal by &tims and witnesses to testify must be addressed through
enhanced cooperatiobetweenconcerned Membe6tates and the United
Nations

6. Fourth, we believe thatstrengtheningpreventive measures and ensgr
effective protection, especiallgf women and gls who may be vulnerable to
sexualabuseis crucial to reducing theccurrencef criminal conduct byUN
personnelto its barest.Rigorous induction and igervice training on
acceptable standards of conduct and ridggercussiongor violating those
standirds musthereforebe sustained for all levels pérsonnel. We have taken
note of the“Pipeline to peacekeeping command” training packagewhich is to
bemade available in all official United Nations languagedlook forwardto
furtherinformation on its overall impaain service conduct ddN personnel.

7. In closing, | wish to reaffirm Ghana’s commitment to ensuring that only
officers of the highest professional and ethical standards are deployed for UN
Missionsin support of global effrts to promoe and maintain international

peace andecurity
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I thank you for your kind attention.
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