


Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair, 

 

As a second course of action, in line with what my delegation has expressed in the general debate of 

agenda item on State Responsibility, Italy invites this Committee to consider including a chapter on 

diplomatic protection in Part III on implementation of State responsibility of any future 

Convention on State Responsibility. As the ILC has noted and in line with the view expressed by a 

plurality of States since the beginning of the work on the topic, diplomatic protection is closely linked 

to the subject of State responsibility. Indeed, given the evolution of the relevant norms and their 

scope, diplomatic protection no longer applies only in response to violations of the norms on the 

treatment of aliens abroad, but is one of the possible ways to obtain redress after any internationally 

wrongful conduct of a foreign State against natural or legal persons, including violations of 

fundamental human rights. This proposal, where implemented, would have the advantage of 

promoting a systematic approach involving key provisions of the Draft Articles on Responsibility of 

States (ARSIWA). In this view, Italy wishes to endorse an extensive interpretation of Article 48, para. 

1 b) of the ARSIWA which may encompass the entitlement of any State other than the State of 

nationality of the injured person to invoke diplomatic protection in case of breaches of obligations 

owed to the international community as a whole. 

 

These two proposals may be taken on board either in the alternative or the soft law instrument could 

prepare the ground for the future codification of diplomatic protection in a convention on the law of 

State responsibility. 

 

Our delegation stands ready to engage with other delegations on this important topic.  

 

Thank you Mr. Chairman/Madam Chair. 

 


