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Mr. Chairman

As this is the first time that my delegation is taking the floor, I wish to extend our congratulations
on your election to the chairmanship of the Sixth Committee. Congratulations are also extended
to the other members of the Bureau, and we thank the Secretariat and interpreters for all of their
dedicated work. Please be assured of The Bahamas’ continued cooperation and support during
the work of the Committee.

Mr. Chairman

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the fourteen Member States of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM). CARICOM aligns itself with the statement delivered by the representative of Antigua
and Barbuda, on behalf of the members of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS).

At the outset, CARICOM commends the International Law Commission (ILC) on its work in
fostering the codification and progressive development of international law. We encourage the
Commission to continue its outreach to delegations in New York, particularly given that the legal
advisers of many developing countries are not represented in Geneva.

CARICOM extends its gratitude to the Chairman of the International Law Commission for his
introduction of the various clusters of the Report of the Commission on the work of its Seventy-
third session, and expresses special thanks to the Study Group on Sea-level Rise in Relation to



above mean sea level — putting many of our territories on the frontlines of the devastation and
adverse impacts of this phenomenon.

Numerous projections predict that sea-level rise will completely inundate much of our land areas
within the next three decades — a stark and frightening reality.

Mr. Chairman,

CARICOM agrees with the Commission that the issue of sea-level rise is a global phenomenon,
posing a threat to all, and having direct implications for more than one-third of the international
community, and indirect implications for all Member States. That said, the repercussions and
effects facing small isla



In examining mitigation measures, we must remain congnisant of the fact that some of the






