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Sefor Presidente,

En primer lugar, Costa Rica desea felicitarlo por su eleccién como Presidente de este Comité. También extendemos
nuestra felicitacion a las delegaciones de Bulgaria, Guatemala e Islandia como miembros del Bureau.

Hemos tenido la oportunidad de escuchar las intervenciones de otros Estados, y constatado la voluntad de esta Asamblea
General de dar pasos positivos hacia la adopcion de acciones coordinadas para hacer frente al terrorismo mediante
respuestas multilaterales contundentes.

A lo largo de 2021 y 2022, Costa Rica ha demostrado su compromiso a nivel regional e internacional para enfrentar el
terrorismo. Destaco nuestra activa participacion en diferentes foros multilaterales y regionales sobre temas de seguridad,
terrorismo y lucha contra el terrorismo e invito a los Estados Miembros, en linea con la resolucion sobre la séptima
revision del CGTS, a fortalecer las herramientas de medicion de las Naciones Unidas, la supervision de la lucha contra
el terrorismo, y a considerar de manera activa cémo la lucha contra el terrorismo puede impactar las responsabilidades
primarias de las Naciones Unidas sobre la paz y la seguridad.

En este sentido, Ilamo la atencion de los Estados Miembros sobre el proximo informe del Relator Especial sobre la lucha
contra el terrorismo y los derechos humanos sobre este mismo tema. Ademas, Costa Rica alienta a los Estados Miembros
amejorar la coordinacion y la coherencia en la lucha contra el terrorismo y a realizar un esfuerzo sustancial para asegurar
la participacion significativa de diversos actores, incluyendo miembros de la sociedad civil, organizaciones de la
sociedad civil lideradas por mujeres, jovenes, grupos vulnerables y otros en nuestras discusiones.

En primer lugar, Costa Rica sefiala que, a pesar de la creciente atencion que se ha prestado al terrorismo en los Gltimos
veinte afios, la ausencia de una definicién de terrorismo acordada internacionalmente sigue obstaculizando nuestra
capacidad para abordar los problemas de manera coherente, unificada y conforme al derecho internacional.
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Secondly, Costa Rica encourages member countries to adopt measures to prevent and combat international terrorism
which seek to address the root causes of international terrorism through a cross-cutting, differentiated, and gender-
sensitive approach. We cannot, as the Secretary-General stated last year in his report in advance of the 7" review,
continue the trajectory of instrumentalizing women and their organizations for business-as-usual.

Costa Rica draws attention to the wide-reaching evidence on the root causes of international terrorism, including
poverty, social exclusion, lack of education, hate speech, foreign occupation, poor governance, and the absence of
human rights and democracy contribute to the recruitment of international terrorist groups and undermine international
efforts to eliminate international terrorism.

Costa Rica, therefore, encourages the Member States to adopt preventive measures that are consistent with Member
States' obligations under international law and to ensure the equal, full, and significant participation of women and civil
society in the peace and security agenda.

Thirdly, in the fight against international terrorism, Costa Rica is of the view that an exclusively military strategy only
reinforces the spiral of violence. On the one hand, Costa Rica expresses its concern about the impact of purely military
operations on the civilian population and on humanitarian aid and assistance. Likewise, large-scale investment in
military and national security architecture often leads to more militarised societies, negatively affecting the full
realisation of human rights.

Moreover, we note with deep concern that in recent years indigenous and minority groups, trade union activists, political
dissidents, refugees, and human rights defenders, among others, are increasingly targeted by measures linked to counter-
terrorism and the protection of national security When developing national counter-terrorism strategies, States Parties
must ensure their compliance with international legal obligations of legality, necessity and proportionality and
consistency with Member States' commitments under the 19 existing counter-terrorism instruments.

Mr. Chair,

In conclusion, Costa Rica encourages States to apply a human rights-based approach and the rule of law approach in
their fight against international terrorism, in line with Pillar IV of the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy.
However, we underscore that we must critically and with credible measurement tools amplify political and financial
investment in peacebuilding, gender equality, human rights, and good governance within the United Nations and in the
context of the forthcoming Agenda for Peace under Our Common Agenda. Only by adapting our investments and
strategies, we can address the root causes of terrorism. This will require greater investments in conflict, gender-sensitive
and human rights-based approaches.

I thank you.



