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Mr. Chair, 

Our delegation welcomes today’s deliberations on the principles governing when and how states 

can be held responsible for violations of international law. Armenia notes that the articles on 

Responsibility of States for Internationally Wrongful Acts constitute a major step in the codification 

and progressive development of the norms and principles of international law, and that a degree of 

consensus has been duly captured in addressing basic issues of responsibility and legal 

consequences for breaches of international obligations1. It is important to build upon this consensus 

and foster further cooperation to identify the way forward.  

For example, Article 4 on the attribution of conduct to State organs and Article 21 on self-defense 

apply to situations when one State uses force against another State in violation of the obligation to 

settle disputes peacefully under Article 2 of the United Nations Charter4. Likewise, in Article 16 on 

‘aid and assistance in the commission of an internationally wrongful act’, as when a third State 

assists that State to commit an act of aggression by providing weaponry and other logistical support, 

this provision seems to be well-founded in State practice and international jurisprudence5. We also 
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Law Quarterly (2021) 769, 794-795. 
2 Ibid., 779. 
3 Ibid., 772-775, 785-789. 
4 E.g. – Eritrea-Ethiopia Claims Commission, Partial Award: Jus ad bellum – Ethiopia’s Claims 1-8 (19 December 

2005), XXVI RIAA 457, paras 10-11. 
5 Sarvarian, above n 1, 774. 




