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Comments of the Kingdom of Bahrain on The Scope and Application of The Principle of 

Universal Jurisdiction Following General Assembly Resolution No. 76/118 

Recalling United Nations General Assembly Resolution 76/118 of 9 December 2021 regarding 

“The scope and application of the principle of universal jurisdiction”. 

The Kingdom of Bahrain affirms that the principle of universal jurisdiction constitutes an essential 

element for the rule of law to ensure justice and end impunity for international crimes and grave 

violations of international law,  to strengthen international peace and security based on rules of 

international order enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations. 

Bahrain considers the principle of universal jurisdiction over serious crimes in violation of 

international law as a mechanism complementing the jurisdiction of the competent national courts, 

which have primary jurisdiction over crimes that occur within its territory. 

Bahrain considers that the application of the principle of universal jurisdiction should be limited 

to cases in which the State with primary jurisdiction is unwilling or unable to exercise jurisdiction. 

Furthermore, applying the principle must be without prejudice to the right of the State with primary 

jurisdiction to exercise independent and impartial jurisdiction, without interference in the internal 

affairs of that State, and without prejudice to the principles of international law, customary 

international law, and special rules relating to sovereign and diplomatic immunity. 
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Appendix (1): International Agreements 

The Agreement Ratified by The Article 

The Four Geneva Conventions of 1949 Law No. 7 of (1971) 

Para. (2) of Article (49) of the First Geneva Convention 

Para. (2) of Article (50) of the Second Geneva Convention 

Para. (2) of Article (129) of the Third Geneva Convention 

Para. (2) of Article (146) of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea Law No. 8 of (1985) Article (105) 

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide Law No. 4 of (1990) Article (6) 

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment Law No. 4 of (1998) Article (5) 

The Arab Convention for the Suppression of Terrorism Law No. 15 of (1998) Article (14) 

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its two Protocols  Law No. 4 of (2004) Article (15) 

International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism Law No. 8 of (2004) Article (7) 


