
 



 

 

It is of paramount importance that aliens facing expulsion are provided with both 
substantive rights and the necessary procedural mechanisms to exercise those 
rights. Every person, regardless of his or her legal status, is entitled  to due process. 
The safeguarding of fundamental human rights is in fact unattainable without the 
provision of procedural rights.  For this reason, the Holy See deems the procedural 
rights set forth in draft Articles 26, 27 and 28 to be essential safeguards. It is 
nevertheless necessary to provide additional provision s concerning the right to a 
prompt  judicial review of the lawfulness of detention, the right to receive a written 
decision and the right to information on available legal remedies. 

Mr. Chair,  

Critical decisions are required of us as we face conflicts in various parts of the 
world, which are exacerbating the number of marginalized and distressed people. 
Therefore, the Holy See fully  supports the adoption of an internationally binding 
instrument addressing the expulsion of aliens as well as the establishment of an ad 
hoc committee or an open-ended working group open to all States, to negotiate 
such an instrument.  The complex and politically sensitive nature of this matter, 
which affects countless people, requires the formulation of common norms and 
clear standards.  


