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of law and could be regarded as general principles of law. Other examples, 

however, appear to be dependent on either the context or the applicable 

procedural rules. In any case, we do not accept trial in absentia as a general 

principle of law, as it is in conflict with the ordre public of a number of states.   

Draft conclusion 11 on the relationship between general principles of law and 

treaties and customary international law denies the existence of a hierarchy 

between the general principles of law and the other sources of international law. 

However, draft conclusion 10 paragraph 1 creates a different picture as it states 

that general principles of law are mainly resorted to when other rules of 

international law do not resolve a particular issue.  

This concept seems to exclude the existence of a general principle not in 

conformity with treaties and customary international law, so that, at least to that 

extent, some sort of hierarchy seems to exist. On the other hand, . 



This year's report deals with a number of fundamental questions of international 

law relating to legal stability, in particular the question of the immutability of 

boundaries, fundamental change of circumstances, historical titles and rights, 

equity and permanent sovereignty over natural resources, to name only some of 

them. We welcome that the Study Group will continue its work next year, 

focusing on the subtopics of statehood and the protection of persons affected 

by sea-level rise. Progress on the topic of sea-level rise is very much needed and 

urgent in view of the increasing effects of the man-made climate crisis.  

 

The effects of climate change on borders are not just an issue for coastal and 

island states, but also for landlocked countries. For instance, Austria witnesses 

boundaries






