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Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism 

STATEMENT BY THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE SAINT VINCENT AND 

THE GRENADINES TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

ON BEHALF OF THE COMMUNITY OF LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN 

STATES (CELAC) 

 

New York, 02 October 2023 

Mr. President, 

 

I have the honor to speak on behalf of the 33 Member States of the Community 
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Prevention of terrorism is also crucial. Therefore, we must address the conditions conducive 

to its spread, including, prolonged unresolved conflicts, discrimination of any kind, 

dehumanization of victims, weakening of the rule of law, violations of human rights and 

the maintenance of the exclusion of the social, political, economic and cultural areas. 

 

We emphasize the importance of promoting a culture of peace, condemning all forms of 

discrimination, and promoting respect for cultural, religious, 
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suffering of the civilian populations who have the misfortune to live in territories under the 

control of terrorist groups. CELAC considers that, under international law, solely the United 

Nations has the right to adopt sanctions and, therefore, condemns the use of unilateral 

coercive measures 

 

CELAC notes with concern the letters addressed to the Security Council under Article 51 of 

the Charter sent by some States, with the aim of resorting to the use of force in the context 

of the fight against terrorism, most times “a posteriori facto”. The Community reiterates that 

any use of force, which is not according to the Charter of the United Nations is illegal, 

unjustifiable and unacceptable. Furthermore, an open and transparent debate on the topic 

should be considered. 

 

Mr. President, 

 

Over the last years, terrorist attacks have killed, maimed, and displaced many persons, 

causing wounds and trauma to those directly affected, and impacting the lives of others. 

Terrorism inflicts a deep sense of insecurity and distress in a society. It is necessary to 

strengthen the protection of victims, paying special attention to the most vulnerable. We 

condemn that terrorist groups have been deliberately and systematically resorting to sexual 

violence and destroying cultural property. 

 

On the one hand, CELAC expresses grave concern over the acute and growing threat posed 

by foreign terrorist fighters and consider this an issue that involves all Member States, 

including countries of origin, transit and destination.  

 

We also stress the need to redouble our efforts towards suppressing the financing of terrorism, through 

encouraging member States to further judicial cooperation, legal assistance, and information sharing in 

accordance with international law. Therefore, we encourage United Nations entities to 

cooperate with Member States and to continue providing assistance, upon request, to the 

full implementation of international obligations to combat the financing of terrorism. 
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In this regard, CELAC wishes to recognize the role of the United Nations in delivering 

technical assistance to counter terrorism, upon request and in accordance with the needs 

and priorities of the requesting State. CELAC welcomes its counter terrorism capacity 

building initiatives consistent with this principle. 

 

 

CELAC would also like to highlight the stipulations of Resolution 2242 of 2015, enacted by the 

Security Council, to take differentiated measures with a gender perspective and calls on member 

states to advance the implementation of the Women, Peace and Security agenda. 

 

We acknowledge that terrorism and transnational organized crime are different problems, 

each of them regulated by different legal frameworks; However, CELAC expresses its deep 

concern about the connections, in some cases, between some forms of transnational 

organized crime and terrorism, emphasizing the need to enhance cooperation at the 

national, subregional, regional and international levels in order to strengthen responses to 

this challenge in a manner that contributes to the development of Member States’ law 

enforcement and border-control capacities.  

 

Mr. Chairman, 

 

Over the last years, the words "terrorism", "extremism", "radicalization", and "foreign 

fighters", among others, have been used. Their contours remain legally unclear. We remain 

concerned with the negative impact that the lack of a definition for terrorism may have on 

human rights and due process. Achieving an international legal definition is a 
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international terrorism through providing a clear legal regime and more coherence to our 

joint efforts. 

 

Our region remains committed to the prompt conclusion of the Comprehensive Convention 

and the convening of a high-level Conference. We call upon all States to show flexibility 

and redouble their efforts, on an urgent basis, to resolve any outstanding issues, including in 

the realm of the working group established by Resolution 72 /113. We are determined to 

devote our best efforts to this endeavor. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


