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Chair,
Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

1. The delegation of Sierra Leone is delighted to take the floor
on this |mportan;agenda item - ‘Crimes agalnst humanity.’
We align our statement to the statement delivered by the
Distinguished Representative of Uganda on behalf of the

African Group.

2. We thank the chair and co-facilitators of the first and
second resumed sessions for their commendable work, as
outlined in the co-facilitators’ oral reports, which formed
the basis of the Chair’s written report and annexed thereto,
adopted by the Sixth Committee at the 47th meeting,
pursuant to paragraph 5 of General Assembly resolution
77/249.

3. At the outset, Sierra Leone continues to be deeply
concerned that we deliberate this agenda item amidst the
regrettable and unacceptable continuing perpetration of

crimes against humanity and with seeming impunity.



4. Sierra Leone wishes to highlight the following three points:
First, the delegation of Sierra Leone wishes to reaffirm its
expression of support for action to be taken on the
recommendation of the International Law Commission
(ILC) contained in paragraph 42 of its re*port on the work of
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its seventytfirst session,



7. We thank



future treaty on Crimes Against Humanity must be
complementary to existing obligations and implementable

for States.

Chair, . d

10. Our next two points relate to two substantive proposals
we put forward in the resumed sessions. We highlight them
and urge the additional support of other member States
and cross-regional support. Our second point relates to the
identified legal gaps that result in manifest impunity for
slavery and slave trade crimes under the Rome Statute,
which the ILC transplanted in the draft articles on Crimes

Against Humanity.

11. We have submitted the proposal to amend the Rome
Statute to enumerate, inter alia, “WKH VODY BW&WDIGHH V
$IJDLQVW +XPDQLW\ &$+ XQleseUprdpbeedF OH
amendments aim to address the gaps evident in the draft
article because of the legal transplantation by the ILC. The
current draft articles do not contain provisions for the slave

trade and slavery even though the legal bases for slavery



and the slave trade are firmly established in international

law.

12. The explicit enumeration of the slave trade and slavery
in the proposed Crimes Against Humanity treaty would
send a stro?lg si@nal to the victims in t*he camprehensive
acknowledgment of and redress for their harms. Much like
the African Group, we urge for any future convention on
crimes against humanity to include slavery and the slave

trade as crimes against humanity.

13. To our third point, Sierra Leone is pleased to note that a
number of delegations have expressed the view that it
would be desirable for any future convention to have a

monitoring mechanism. Sierra Leone continues to highlight



14. Assuch, a monitoring body or mechanism should reflect
the lessons learned and best practices developed by such
bodies to lessen reporting burdens on States. It may be a

State-driven mechanism, but of course, it could be
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