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Mr. Chair,  
 
On every continent, disasters and human suffering, whether natural or human made, have claimed untold 
victims.  But we have pressed forward, slowly, steadily, to make a system of international rules and norms that 
are better and stronger and more consistent rooted in solidarity and empathy and  aimed to relief human suffering, 
to end it, and preserve the  dignity and sanctity of human life.  
  
But nothing could have prepared us for the unchecked human will to destroy.  
 
Nothing could have prepared us for the biggest human made disaster of the century: Gaza. 
 
Between death and displacement, between starvation and loss. More rage and outrage. More pain and suffering.  
 
Beyond what the human mind can comprehend, beyond what any human heart should have to bear, beyond what 
the human eye can witness.  
 
There is no statement that can convey the screams of a child being amputated or dealing with severe burns, the 
silent agony of a father watching his child turning into bones before his eyes until all life leaves his body, the 
tears in a doctor’s eyes as he counts the days and hours in lives he could not save, the anguish of a humanitarian 
worker trying to feed the starved only to be themselves killed. 
 
An avalanche of suffering that is unparalleled and unprecedented in modern times.  
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