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Mister Chair,

The elimination of international terrorism has besemehow on the agenda of
the General Assembly sinaes 27th session. Since 1963, the international
community has elaborated 19 international legsiruments to prevent terrorist
acts. After theSeptember 11 terrorist attacks, the Security Couaed its
CounterTerrorism Committee have produced @ethora of resolutions,

presidential statementdeclarations and other instruments on terrorism.

Regrettably, the debate on the topic in the Unidations and our prolific
legislative activity over thgears have not borne yet what should be their most

expected fruit: an internationally agreedondefinition of terrorism.



It is not surprisinghento repeatedly hear frequeantcusations of selectivity and
double standards in théight against terrorism, despite our consensual

condemnation of this scourge in all its forms amahifestations.

We certainly had progress in fighting terrorism, bwe are forced to
acknowledge our failure so far getting close to eliminating it. The fragmented
international legal framework on the matter eugrently have is far from being
the sole responsiblefor our setbacks. However, it is not conducive to a

comprehensive and durable solution to the threat pogéerrorism.

There is much more we can do to counis threatmore effectively, in a way
that is harmonious rathethan divisive. W should not letthe current
circumstances of acute polarizatistop us from reaching a broader common

ground on the matter nor allosurselves to be paralyzed Byepticism

It is high time we negotiated a comprehensoamvention on international
terrorism. Thenegotiations will be the occasion for us to smooth out

differences and allow us to mount a real unftedt against terrorism.



An international definition of terrorism will absenable us to counter an alarming

trend of unduesxpansion of the term's meaning. The prosecutioerobrism






