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Mr. Chairman,
Distnguished delegates,

As the only global intergovernmental organizaton dedicated to promotng the rule of law to
advance peace and sustainable development, the Internatonal Development Law Organizaton
appreciates the opportunity to contribute to this tmely discussion.

Ensuring full, equal and equitable partcipaton at all levels in the internatonal legal system is
critcal in an environment where the rule of law is under tremendous pressure at both natonal
and internatonal levels.

Major violatons of internatonal humanitarian and human rights law, and especially failure to
protect civilians, are becoming a shockingly regular feature of modern confict.

The World Justce Project’s Rule of Law Index has charted an extended, global rule of law

recession characterized by rising authoritarianism, atacks on the independence of the judiciary,
and closing of civic space.

, and most
recently the Pact for the Future.

The rule of law



STATEMENT

Reversing the decline in the rule of law by rebuilding trust at both natonal and internatonal levels
will be critcal.

Drawing on IDLO’s 40 years of experience partnering with people and governments in all regions,
allow me to share three ways in which we can begin to do so:

The frst is by ensuring equal applicaton of the law.

This fundamental principle is ofen overlooked at a tme of rising geopolitcal tensions, which have
contributed to inacton and the prioritzaton of narrow politcal interests.

A prominent example is the way the internatonal community has responded to armed conficts,
which are at their highest level since World War II.



STATEMENT

Third and fnally, we must promote equitable legal solutons to shared global challenges.

The internatonal legal system encompasses the conduct of war, internatonal and transnatonal
crimes, displacement, migraton, and the regulaton of the internatonal commons — issues that
are at the heart of global challenges, and which no country can solve alone.

The rule of law ofers a framework for collectve acton based on shared principles of justce,
sovereign equality, respect for human rights, and the peaceful setlement of disputes.

Shared concerns like climate change, or the regulaton of fronter technologies such as Artfcial
Intelligence,



