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Ms. Allen Catherine Kagina is the Commissioner General of the Uganda 
Revenue Authority (URA).  Her career in tax administration spans a period of 
20 years. Prior to becoming Commissioner General, Allen was the 
Commissioner of Customs in Uganda Revenue Authority from 2001 to 2004. 
Allen has addressed several International fora on matters of Domestic 
Resource Mobilization for developing countries. For the last 7 years Allen 
has led major reforms in URA, transforming it into an efficient service 
oriented public institution that has won several awards for its innovations and 
use of information technology to reduce the cost of doing business and 

increase compliance. These reforms have also led to higher revenue realization, thereby allowing 
Government of Uganda to increasingly fund it's National Development Plan. 
 
Allen has a Bachelor's degree in Psychology from the University of Makerere, Uganda and a Master's 
degree in Public Administration and Management from the University of Liverpool, United Kingdom. 
 
 
 

Mr. Michael Keen is Deputy Director of the Fiscal Affairs Department of 
the International Monetary Fund, where he was previously head of the Tax 
Policy and Tax Coordination divisions. Before joining the Fund, he was 
Professor of Economics at the University of Essex. He was awarded the 
CESifo-IIPF Musgrave prize in 2010, delivered the 2012  Chelliah lecture at 
NIPFP in Delhi, is Honorary President of the International Institute of Public 
Finance (of which he was elected President from 2003 to 2006), has served 
on the Board of the National Tax Association in the U.S., and has served on 
the editorial boards of American Economic Journal: Economic Policy, 

International Tax and Public Finance (of which he was joint founder), Journal of Public Economics, 
the Review of Economic Studies and many other journals. He has led technical assistance missions to 
nearly thirty countries on a wide range of issues in tax policy, and consulted for the World Bank, 
European Commission, and the private sector. Recent publications appear in the American Economic 
Review, Economic Policy, the Journal of Public Economics, Journal of Development Economics and 
the National Tax Journal. He is co-author of books on The Modern VAT, the Taxation of Petroleum the Facility for Investment Climate 
Advisory Services (FIAS).  He has worked extensively in Sub-Saharan 
Africa, as well as in Eastern Europe and Asia, leading studies of barriers to 
investment, as well as designing action plans for governments, especially in 

the area of tax policy and administration. Before joining FIAS in 2003, Mr. Stern was an economist at 
the International Monetary Fund for 8 years, working mainly on post-Soviet countries, the Balkans, 
Central African countries, and post-conflict countries.  At the IMF he worked on monetary and fiscal 
issues, as well as debt reduction under the HIPC initiative. Mr. Stern holds a PhD in Economics from 
the University of California at Berkeley (1992), a MS in International Relations from Georgetown 
School of Foreign Service (1986), and a BA from Williams College (1983). 
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Mr. Márcio Verdi  is the Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Center 


