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Strengthening national reporting in support of the
implementation of the forest instrument
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For sessions 8 through 11, the Forum decided thrasdYPOW to address at each session a
different overall theme that was further dividetbispecific themes, recognizing that actions
undertaken within the context of these themes it to achieving the purpose of the forest
instrument and its four global objectives on fasesthe overall theme of the8ession will be
“forests and economic development”, with the foliogvfour themes:

Theme 1: Forest products and services;

Theme 2: National forest programmes and othepsggbolicies and strategies;
Theme 3: Reducing risks and impacts of disasterd;

Theme 4: Benefits of forests and trees to urbamaonities.

“Forests: progress, challenges and the way forfaarthe international arrangement on forests” will
be the overall theme of the eleventh session, thiHollowing three specific themes:

Theme 1: Review the effectiveness of the inteomai arrangement on forests and
consideration of all future options, as stated RYOESOC in its resolution
2006/49, paragraph 32;

Theme 2: Review progress towards the achievenfghealobal objectives on forests
and the implementation of the non-legally bimdinstrument on all types of
forests; and

Theme 3: Review the contribution of forests aralititernational arrangement,
including the forest instrument, to the internatilynagreed development
goals.

At the closing of its ninth session on 4 Februa$ P in its Resolution on Forests for People,
Livelihoods and Poverty Eradication, which was @krerall theme of the session, the Forum decided
that a simple voluntary national reporting for UNEB-would focus on the implementation of the
forest instrument and a balanced reporting ofous global objectives on forests and requested the
secretariat of the Forum to this end to developeamlined reporting format, in consultation with
other members of the Collaborative Partnershipanests (CPF). Furthermore, the resolution also
invited FAO to consider how it can further incorata into its reporting on the state of the
world’s forests and through the global forest reses assessment programme, the elements
of the forest instrument and its global objectivedorests.

UNDA project on strengthening national reportingupport of the implementation of the forest
instrument

In support of this resolution, the United NationsvBlopment Account (UNDA) is providing
$527,000 for a four year project executed by theifoSecretariat entitled Strengthening National
Reporting in Support of the Implementation of thenNLegally Binding Instrument on All Types of
Forests. The overarching objective of the pragbd strengthen and support the capacity of UNFF
national focal points in developing countries andndries with economies in transition in reporting
UNFF 10 in 2013 on progress made in the implememtatf the forest instrument within the context
of the session’s overall theme of “forests and eatin development”, including strengthened
capacity in monitoring, assessment and reportimigeli to the preparation of national reports. The
project will also assist countries in the preparabf national reports to UNFF 11 in 2015, whieh, i
addition to reporting progress on the implementatibthe forest instrument, will contribute
significantly to the review of (a) the effectivesad the international arrangement on forests had t
consideration of future options and (b) the contiitn of forests and the international arrangenoent









Likewise, only 21 countries provided national répdao UNFF 9. In part this may have been due to
the limited amount of time—seven weeks—that coesthad to prepare and submit their national
reports. Only 16 were received by the deadlinetaken into account in the respective report of the
Secretary-General (E.CN.18/2011/2). The unevegrorese on the part of countries was more likely
due to the lack of knowledge and implementatiothefforest instrument, limited resources and
technical capacity, as well as to the burden omt@s of increased reporting demands.

Nevertheless, the reports received for the coraiiter of the eighth and ninth sessions of the Forum
provided valuable insights into action taken amagpess made by countries in implementing the
forest instrument. Country responses suggestédiddorest instrument has considerable potential
to achieve its set objectives. National reportsciaed that many of the countries had introduced or
strengthened policy, institutional and normativeasmges and other actions supporting the
implementation of the forest instrument and théglmbjectives on forests, while others were in the
process of doing so, although these actions in nasss were not undertaken as a direct resuleof th
forest instrument. These efforts were seen asihbgiloh existing initiatives aimed at implementing
the IPF/IFF proposals for action, as well as presiborum resolutions and decisions. A number of
countries found national forest programmes to kathin vehicle for implementing the forest
instrument. It was also noted that several of tlowipions of the forest instrument are being
implemented as a result of initiatives taken befbeeadoption of the instrument.

However, countries, principally developing courdriglentified a number of challenges that need to
be addressed more efficiently in order to realimeforest instrument’s potential. These included

e overcoming inadequate means of implementationigoatly financing;
» strengthening institutional capacities in the famesector, including training forestry
personnel;



official languages of the United Nations. Only 3—F






countries that did not have adequate monitoring and






1. Increased awareness of relevant government instisiand non-governmental stakeholders
of the forest instrument, its purpose, the glolim¢ctives on forests and the national policies
and measures to be undertaken by Member Stategpterment the forest instrument, and of
the need to take these into consideration in fardated national policies;

2. Assessment of national forest policies and measiises-vis those outlined in the forest
instrument, identification of major gaps affecting



With the project ending in August 2011, Ghana Wdlinforming UNFF 10 of progress in the
implementation of the forest instrument and lessons



» Increased awareness and understanding by developimgries of the purpose and objectives
of the Forest Instrument, its usefulness, and ambres to implementation, monitoring and
reporting to the UNFF.

* Increased number of developing countries that haaken steps to monitor the
implementation of the Forest Instrument and submaitional reports on progress to the
UNFF.

To maximize synergies, both the UNFF project fundsd UNDA and this project are being
coordinated between the UNFF Secretariat and FADe UNFF Secretariat is focusing on the
analysis of reporting trends and the development aftreamlined reporting format, with FAO
addressing capacity building and strengthening gnamuntries for improved reporting on progress



d. Indicators may vary according to forest charadiesssuch as forest types, and to the scales
to which they are applied, while criteria are bakjccommon across geographic regions and
scales.

e. Countries, particularly developing countries inéhgdlow forest cover countries, often face
difficulties in implementing C & | at the field leV due to insufficient capacity, commitment
and funding.

Two recommendations are especially relevant taéuteporting on progress in implementing the
forest instrument:

(i) to strive to improve consistency in reportifgdugh collaboration with C & | processes
and among relevant international organizationgutting the UNFF Secretariat, FAO and
ITTO, and with other relevant reporting mechanisassappropriate, with the aim of reducing
the reporting burden of countries and to contriliatimtegrated reporting and

(i) for relevant international institutions, inclu









4.

10.

Ensure that by 2015 children everywhere, boysgirsl alike, will be able to complete a
full course of primary schooling (Target 2.A).

Reduce by two-thirds between 1990 and 2015 therufide mortality rate (Target 4.A).
Integrate the principles of sustainable developrirgotcountry policies and programmes
and reverse the loss of environmental resourcagétad.A).

Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving by 2010, aifigant reduction in the rate of loss
(Target 7.B).

Develop further an open-ended, rule-based, prdaetaon-discriminatory trading and
financial system (Target 8.A).

Address the special needs of least developed cesitirarget 8.B).

Address the special needs of land-locked developiogtries and small island
developing states (Target 8.C).

The MDGs are very closely linked to the global ohijees on forests, which should be taken into
account in the reporting format. Global objectivinks to Target 7.A; global objective 2, to Taige
1.A, 1.B, 1.C, 2.A and 4.A; global objective 3, Ttarget 7.B; and global objective 4, to Target 8.A.

C.

Thematic issues and scope of the forest instrument

Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the forest instrument ideR&fnational policies and measures and 19 action



forests contained in the forest instrument. Timeaiaing 22 contributéndir ectly to their
achievement.

D. Guidedinesand elementsfor afuturedraft reporting format
1. Key indicators for reporting on the forest instent

Since the adoption of the forest instrument, ther&ariat of the Forum, FAO and some of the cateri
and indicators processes, specifically ITTO, thenivieal Process and Forest Europe, have recognized
that measuring progress in the implementation efdnest instrument and the achievement of the

four global objectives on forests would requireeac indicators that are objective, reliable and
feasible to report on. To this end, the Forum recaayl that priority should be given to using

indicators from existing reporting processes, as¢hare most likely to meet the above criteria. The
UNFF Secretariat analyzed the major reporting ees and found that while a wealth of

information is available from them, there are cdaesable gaps remainirig.

The UNFF at its fourth session in 2004 through Regm 4/3 identified the seven thematic elements
of sustainable forest management, which are drasm the criteria and indicators processes:

extent of forest resources,

forest biological diversity,

forest health and vitality,

productive functions of forest resources,
protective56uy, u

arLDOE









consideration should be given to expanding therin&ion requested in order to provide more
detailed reporting on the overall and special treofeeach session.

The achievement of the global objectives on foredtdn turn contribute to the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals, specifically the atijees on poverty reduction and environmental
sustaintability. Compatibility on reporting on bhatets of objectives should be sought, which may
mean that the core set of indictors selected ferwill also be very similar for the second.

For reporting on each of these components, ithelhecessary for countries to provide quantifiable

and qualitative information. The quantifiable infa@tion should be drawn, as far as possible, from

the existing C & | processes. The qualitative infation will be necessary for topics that go beyond
the scope of the C & | processes.

To facilitate the preparation of national repoastreamlined format, consisting of a focused
guestionnaire with a core set of indicators, shdx@ghrepared. This will lead to more accurate
reporting and an increased number of submissiort®bmtries, while also serving as a more effective
tool for synthesizing national reports into a mprecise assessment of overall progress achieved on
the forest instrument and its global objectivedarasts.

As an initial step, a draft questionnaire for praggnational reports was prepared in consultation
with UNFF Secretariat staff, and was subsequemthsalted with the members of the CPF Task
Force on Forest-Related Reporting (FAO, ITTO and2BNas well as the Secretariats of CBD,
UNCCD and UNFCCC). This draft questionnaire istaored in Appendix 4. Part | of the
guestionnaire is for the core reporting to be predito both UNFF 10 and 11. Part Il, which
addresses the overall and special themes of ts®aeshas two versions, with one for UNFF 10 and
a second for UNFF 11.

ITTO has suggested that consideration should endiv sending out the questionnaire pre-filled for
the FRA and ITTO indicators for 2005/2006 and 2Q0QA respectively, in which case the reporting
country would only have to report any changes tegpufrom more updated information.

V. Instructionsfor the mini-regional workshops

A major task that will be assigned to the workshafisbe to assess the applicability and
appropriateness of indicators from existing C &dgesses for assessing progress towards the
implementation of the forest instrument and thdea@ment of the global objectives on forests,
including their contributions to the attainmentlo¢ Millennium Development Goals.

The mini-regional workshops are also expected toige advice to the UNFF Secretariat on a
streamlined and sharply focused format for asgjstountries in preparing their voluntary reports on
progress in the implementation of the forest insgnt and the achievement of the global objectives
on forests. It is hoped that the selected indrsaiad reporting format will lead to the developten
a baseline and database for facilitating more ateueporting to future sessions of the Forum.

The draft questionnaire contained in Appendix 4 askist the mini-workshops in these two tasks.
Once finalized, the questionnaire could be put theoform of a template, which would greatly
facilitate the collection of responses and infoioraprovided. The template would also serve as an
analytical tool for aggregating and synthesizirfgimation provided in the national reports.



Finally, given the cross-sectoral scope of the fore



Appendix 1

Countries presenting national reportsto the sessions of the UNFF



43. Kenya
44,



Appendix 2

Relation of Global Objectives on Foreststo Specific Policiesand Measures
Contained in the Forest Instrument for | mplementation by Member States

Global objectives on Specific policiesand measuresin the forest instrument linked
forests to the global objectiveson forests




Global objective 2

Enhance forest-based
economic, social and
environmental benefits,
including by improving the
livelihoods of forest dependent
people;



Global objective 3 6 (p) Create, develop or expand, and maintain ogtw of
protected forest areas, taking into account the oirrgnce of

Increase significantly the area conserving representative forests, through a rangé
of protected forests worldwide conservation mechanisms, applied within and outgidetected
and other areas of sustainably forest areas;
managed forests, as well as the
proportion of forest products 6 (q) Assess the conditions and management effengiss of
from sustainably managed existing protected forest areas with a view to iifging
forests; improvements needed;




increased new and additional financial resourcemfall sourceg
for the implementation of sustainable forest mamaget;

7 (c) Take action to raise the priority of sustle
forest management in national development plansahdr plans
including poverty reduction strategies in order facilitate
increased allocation of official development assiste and
financial resources from other sources for sustalmaforest
management;

7 (d) Develop and establish positive incentivas,particular
for developing countries as well as countries wetonomies in
transition, to reduce the loss of forests, to prteneforestation
afforestation, and rehabilitation of degraded foseso implement
sustainable forest management and to increase tea af
protected forests;

7 (e) Support the efforts of countries, in partéaly in
developing countries as well as countries with exoies in
transition, to develop and implement economicadlgcially and
environmentally sound measures that act as incestifor the
sustainable management of forests;




Appendix 3

Possible Indicators for M easuring Progress towards
the Achievement of the Global Objectives on Forests






Global objective 3

Increase significantly the area of protected fasest
worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed
forests, as well as the proportion of forest prdduc
from sustainably managed forests;



Appendix 4

Questionnaire/Template for Preparing
National Reportsfor UNFF 10 and 11

Guidance for overall preparation: Reporting to WNED and 11 will be critical is setting the pathwiard for
the international arrangement on forests, includiregnon-legally binding instrument on all typedarests,
hereinafter referred to as the forest instrum@diitese national reports are also critically impadrtarreporting
countries for the following reasons:

Addressing the issue of financial resources fol@mgnting the forest instrument and attaining the
global objectives on forests;

e Assisting countries in assessing the effectivenéfise international arrangement on forests,
including the forest instrument;

» Identifying more clearly the needs of countriestipalarly developing countries, including low fate
cover countries and small island developing stase®l countries with economies in transition, for

implementing more effectively the forest instrumantl achieving its four global objectives on
forests, which bilateral and multi-lateral donors






wooded land and other land in FRA. (FAO, FRA WogPaper No. 33, 2010).

Part 1. Core Reporting for UNFF 10 and 11

Country: |




for 2014 or 2013.

It is possible that information on the MDG indicatdor 2015 related to social and
economic benefits and finance will not be availabl2015, in which case the
respondents should indicate if the informationéarnputted into the final column is

Does your country maintain census or other statikfigures for
any of the following groups of people

Yes

No

Forest dependent people

Indigenous communities

Forest dependent indigenous
communities

Forest dwelling indigenous
communities

Forest dependent local communities

Forest dwelling local communities

Forest sector employees

If yes, please select the most appropriate and
provide information below for that group fo
indicators under Target 1.A, 1.C, 2.A and
4.A. If information is not available, please
respond with NA.

Select most appropriate:

2005

2010

2012/2015

Target 1.A: Halve between 1990 and 2015 the proportion of [geahose income is less than $1.00 a day.

1.1. What is the proportion (%) of the




| 1000)?



objectiveson
forests

indicators 7.1, 7.6 and 7.7 are directly relatechemsuring progress in the
achievement of global objective 1; indicators 1.5, 1.8, 1.9, 2.3, 4.1 and 4.2, to
global objective 2; 7.6, to global objective 3; ahdl, to global objective 4.

The additional indicators listed below are takemrfrthe SFM C & | processes,
specifically the FAO global FRA and the ITTO C & Please provide the exact
information that your country submitted for the 302010 and 2015 FRAs (for
UNFF 11 only). For global objective 4, ITTO indioes were found to be the most
relevant.

Funding for sustainable forest management willttthecenter of the deliberations
UNFF 10. The indicators and additional questiomdan Global Objective 4, which
take a cross-sectoral approach, will contributeifizantly to discussions on this
issue.

2005 2010 2012/2015

of




designated and managed for protection (1000

ha)?

15.FRA T.3.3: What is the extent of forest
designated and managed for conservation
(1000 ha)?

16.FRA T.3.4: What is the extent of forest
designated and managed for social service
(1000 ha)?

(7]

Global objective 3: Increase significantly the area of protected farestirldwide and other areas of

sustainably managed forests, as well as the piiopart forest pr

oducts from sustainal

bly manageddts;

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator MDG 7.6. in 2.

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator FRA T.3.2.

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator FRA T.3.3.

17.FRA T.3.10: What is the extent of forest
designated and managed for sustainable
forest management (1000 ha)?

18.FRA T.3.11and ITTO 1.11: What is the
extent of forest with management plans
(1000 ha)?

CBD Target 7: indicators in the process of
being developed and approved by CBD.

CBD Target 11: indicators in the process o
being developed and approved by CBD.

Additional questions

Yes

No




If yes, in 500 words or less, give the name of each



sector?

UNFFS AQ 12. How much funding related

forests, other wooded land and trees outsige

of forests was provided by the education
sector?

to

UNFFS AQ 13. How much funding related

forests, other wooded land and trees outsidgle

of forests was provided by municipal
funding?

to

UNFFS AQ 14. Has the overall budget for

Yes

No







Repeat here information inputted above for
indicator MDG 8.1 and UNFFS AQL1.



of forests was provided by the agricultural
sector?

UNFFS AQ 9. How much funding related t
forests, other wooded land and trees outsi
of forests was provided by the water
resources sector?

de

UNFFS AQ 10. How much funding related
forests, other wooded land and trees outsi
of forests was provided by the mining sect

to

e
r?

UNFFS AQ 11. How much funding related
forests, other wooded land and trees outsi
of forests was provided by the tourism
sector?

i

UNFFS AQ 12. How much funding related
forests, other wooded land and trees outsi
of forests was provided by the education
sector?

to
de

UNFFS AQ 13. How much funding related
forests, other wooded land and trees outsi
of forests was provided by municipal
funding?

to
de

1C: Capacity building and technology transfer

2005 2010 2012/2015
22.FRAT.15band ITTO 1.5: What is the
total number of staff working in public forest
institutions?
Yes No

23.ITTO 1.8: Does there exist and is there

the ability to apply, appropriate technology|to

practice sustainable forest management al
the efficient utilization and marketing of
forest products?

nd

If no, in 250 words or less, please describe unsbihal priority needs and technology and know-taveas of
particular concern. If you wish to provide additiéb information, please provide this in an appendithis
report, but please provide a summary in this space.

Additional questions

UNFFS AQ 20. Is your country the recipier

of SFM technology transfer from donor
countries and international organizations?

—

If yes, in 250 words or less, please describe #tera, source and recipient of this assistancgoufwish to
provide additional information, please provide thisin appendix to this report, but please pro@demmary

in this space.

UNFFS AQ 21. Are there any incentives for

promoting the introduction and/or applicati
of new and/or improved technologies for
SFM?

n

If yes, please check the applicable reason







forest instrument in 2007, have steps been
taken to improve forest-related legislation,
strengthen law enforcement and promote
good governance at all levels in support of
SFM?



2005

2010

2012/2015

2C: Protection of forests

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator MDG 7.6.

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator FRA T.3.2.

Repeat here information inputted above fo
indicator FRA T.3.3.

Repeat here information inputted above fo
FRA T.3.10.

Repeat here information inputted above fo

FRA T.3.11.

2D: Science and research

Additional questions
UNFFS AQ 28. Does your country have an

Yes

No




research and other relevant research? If
figures not available, please respond NA.

2E: Public awar eness and education

2005

2010

2012/2015

25.FRA T.16.1: What number of students ip
forest related education graduated with a
M.Sc. degree or equivalent?

26.FRA T.16.2: What number of students in
forest related education graduated with a
B.Sc. degree or equivalent?

27.FRA T.16.3: What number of students in
forest related education graduated with a
technician certificate/diploma?

28.FRA T.16.4: What percentage of

students in forest related education that
graduated with a M.Sc. degree or equivalent
were women?

29.FRA T.16.5: What percentage of

students in forest related education that
graduated with a B.Sc. degree or equivalent
were women?

30.FRA T.16.6: What percentage of
students in forest related education that
graduated with a technician
certificate/diploma were women?

Additional questions

Yes

No

UNFFS AQ 29. Did your country organize

specific events and activities in support of the

International Year on Forests?

If yes, please describe them in 250 words or less.

UNFFS AQ 30. Has your country
implemented actions to increase public

awareness of the forest instrument and of the

importance of and the benefits provided by

forests and sustainable forest management?

If yes, which of the following approaches
have been utilized?

Published materials such as brochure
pamphlets, leaflets, posters, etc.
Meetings with public officials from the

o

most relevant sectors to inform them of

the purpose and scope of the forest







Local communities

If yes, in 500 words or less, describe these mashenand their functions. What specific role iaygld by
indigenous and/or local communities in promotind anpporting the forest instrument and sustainfaivkest
management? If you wish to provide additional infation, please provide this in an appendix to tépsort,
but please provide a summary in this space.

UNFFS AQ 33. Are education, training and
extension programmes being implemented
that are directed at local and indigenous

communities, in order to develop resource




Part 2. Overall Themefor UNFF 10: forests and economic development,

with thefollowing four themes:

Theme 1: Forest products and services;
Theme 2: National forest programmes and othepsaqgbolicies and strategies;
Theme 3: Reducing risks and impacts of disasterd;
Theme 4: Benefits of forests and trees to urbamngonities.
Theme 1: Forest productsand services Guidance: Most directly related measures of thedor

instrument are 6 (d), (e), (j), (r), (X); 7 (f),)(dgh), (i) and (k).

2005 | 2010 | 2012

33.FRA T.11.1and ITTO 4.2: What is the
total volume of industrial roundwood

removal (1000 m







Tornados

Volcanic eruptions

Tsunamis

Other (please
describe in 50 words
or less

D

UNFFS AQ 36. Have efforts been
strengthened to protect and re-establish
mangrove forests as buffers against extren
events such as hurricanes/ typhoons and
tsunamis originating in oceans? If you are
land-locked country, please respond not
applicable.

Not Applicable

ne

Yes

No

Please describe in 500 words or less the actides tt respond to disasters resulting in loss dsis and

forest degradation?

Theme 4: Benefitsof forestsand treesto
urban communities.

Guidance: Most directly related measures of thedor
instrument are 6 (j), (t).

2005

2010

2012

Repeat here the information inputted for
global objective 2 under 16RA T.3.4:

What is the extent of forest designated and
managed for social services (1000 ha)?

Additional questions

UNFFS AQ 37. What is the number of
visitors to national parks in your country? I
information not available, please respond
NA.

UNFFS AQ 38. What is the area of urban
parks in your country (1000 ha)? If
information not available, please respond

NA.

Yes

No




Part 2. Overall Themefor UNFF 11: Forests: progress, challenges and the way

Theme 1:

Theme 2:

Theme 3:

forward for theinternational arrangement on forests,

with the following three specific themes:

Review the effectiveness of the inteomati arrangement on forests and
consideration of all future options, as stated BYOISOC in its resolution

2006/49, paragraph 32;

Review progress towards the achievenighe@lobal objectives on
forests and the implementation of the non-legaiiglimg instrument on all

types of forests; and

Review the contribution of forests aralititernational arrangement,
including the forest instrument, to the internatilynagreed development

goals.

Theme 1: Review the effectiveness of the international arrangement on forests and consideration of all
future options, as stated by ECOSOC in itsresolution 2006/49, par agraph 32

Repeat information provided for MDG

targets under UNFFS

AQ 1.

Yes

No

National forest programs have been
updated to take into account and supp
the implementation of the forest
instrument and the achievement of its
four global objectives on forests.

National development policies, plans
and strategies incorporate sustainable
forest management.

National poverty eradication plans and
strategies have been revised to
incorporate sustainable forest
management.

National forest programs have been
updated to take into account and supp
the implementation of the forest
instrument and the achievement of its
four global objectives on forests.

Repeat here informat

global objective 4 under indicator ITTO 1.3

ion inputted above fo

Government source

|72}

International
development
partners

Private sources

Additional questions

Not applicable

Yes

No

Repeat here informat

forest instrument cluster 1A under UNFFS

AQ 16: For countries

is not one of the 6 official UN languages, has

the forest instrument
your country’s official

country’s official language is one of the UN

ion inputted above fo
whose official language

been translated into
language? If your







Theme 3: Review the contribution of forests and the international arrangement, including the forest
instrument, to the internationally agreed development goals.

Responses were already provided through|the
core reporting under Part 1, section | on the
MDGs.




