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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The International Arrangement on Forests (IAF) and the United Nations Forum on Forests 
(UNFF) were established 
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l. Contributing to the implementation, follow up and review of forest-related aspects of the 2030 
Agenda, including the SDGs and associated targets, as well as the work of the High Level Political 
Forum (HLPF) on Sustainable Development (paras 34-37); 

m. Requesting the Secretariat to undertake various activities in support of the above provisions 
(paras 14.a, 14.f, 16.c, 16.d, 26, 33). 

 

BOX I.1 – COMPONENTS, PARTNERS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE IAF 
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c. On the basis of a and b, propose draft elements for the preparation of the strategic plan 2017-
2030 and offer initial views on the 4POW 2017-2020. 

 
1.5 Chapter II of the background paper provides background information and analyses 
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Member States:  Canada, Chile, China, Cote d’Ivoire, European Union (EU) and its 28 Member 
States, Gabon, Georgia, Ghana, Japan, Liberia, Madagascar, Mauritius, Mexico, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Switzerland, Venezuela. 
 
Others:  FAO and its Regional Forestry Commission (RFC) Secretariats, International Network for 
Bamboo and Rattan (INBAR), Major Groups Partnership on Forests (MGPoF),  Major Group – 
Scientific and Technological Communities (MG S&T), Tehran Process Secretariat for LFCCs, UN 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (UNECLAC)
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“national policies and measures” and 19 “actions on international cooperation and means of 
implementation” to achieve the purpose of the Instrument.   
 

BOX II.2 – FOUR SHARED GLOBAL OBJECTIVES ON FORESTS 
1. Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through SFM, including protection, restoration, 

afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation 
2. Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the 

livelihoods of forest dependent people 
3. Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably 

managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests 
4. Reverse the decline in ODA for SFM and mobilize significantly increased, new and additional 

financial resources from all sources for the implementation of SFM 

 
2.8  The linkage between the 4 GOFs and the 44 national and international actions is largely implicit. 
The GOFs clearly encompass a number of the actions directly or indirectly.  Other actions are “cross-
cutting” in nature and are relevant to the achievement of two or more GOFs and often all the GOFs.  
These actions include, for example, scientific and technical/technological cooperation, partnerships, 
cross-sectoral policies, and forest law enforcement and governance (FLEG).  The importance of such 
cross-cutting actions to achieving SFM is reflected in the post-2015 IAF objectives 4 and 5 (Box I.1) and 
the Forum’s third core function on promoting governance frameworks and enabling conditions at all 
levels to achieve SFM.       

 
D. The 2030 Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals 
 

2.9 The UN Summit in September 2015 adopted the outcome document “Transforming our world: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development” with the overarching goal to eradicate poverty and 
achieve sustainable development.  At the center of the 2030 Agenda are 17 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) (Annex 4) with 169 associated targets.  According to paragraph 55 of the 2030 Agenda, the 
SDGs are “integrated and indivisible, global in nature and universally applicable” and the targets are 
“aspirational and global”.  
 
2.10 The text of the final SDGs and targets is substantially as transmitted to the GA by its Open 
Working Group on SDGs in August 2014. Many targets have a target date for achievement by 2030 or in 
some cases 2020, while other targets are open-ended.  The language of some targets is definitive 
utilizing action verbs (e.g. protect, restore, establish, integrate) while other targets use elastic language 
(e.g. promote, enhance, strive).  Each SDG except SDG17 (means of implementation) includes 
numerically listed targets followed by alphabetically listed targets, suggesting that the alpha targets may 
have a different status than the numerical ones.   
 

D.1. Forest-related aspects of the SDGs  
 
2.11 “Sustainably managing forests” is a core aspect of SDG15.  Targets 15.2 and 15.a focus 
exclusively on forests and SFM.  Forests are also explicitly mentioned in targets 15.1 and SDG6.6 (on 
water) and are implicitly covered in targets 15.4-15.9, 15.a and 15.c8 (Box II.3).  While the SDG15 targets 
do not follow the language of the GOFs, there are thematic linkages between them, particularly with 
GOFs 1 and 4, as well as gaps (
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national and international actions set out in the UNFI.  This suggests that the UNFI as a whole (GOFs and 
actions) should be looked at in the context of the SDGs.   
 

BOX II.3 – SDG15 AND ASSOCIATED TARGETS AND SDG6.6 
SDG15:   Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. 

 
 15.1 By 2020 ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of terrestrial and inland 

freshwater ecosystems and their services, in particular forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands, in 
line with obligations under international agreements. 

 15.2 By 2020 promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt 
deforestation, restore degraded forests, and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation 
globally. 

 15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by 
desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world. 

 15.4 By 2030 ensure the conservation of mountain ecosystems, including their biodiversity, in order to 
enhance their capacity to provide benefits that are essential for sustainable development. 

 15.5 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural habitats, halt the loss of 
biodiversity and by 2020 protect and prevent the extinction of threatened species. 

 15.6 Promote fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources and 
promote appropriate access to such resources, as internationally agreed. 

 15.7 Take urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species of flora and fauna and 
address both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products.   

 15.8 By 2020 introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact 
of invasive alien species on land and water ecosystems and control or eradicate the priority species. 

 15.9 By 2020 integrate ecosystem and biodiversity values into national and local planning, 
development processes, poverty reduction strategies and accounts. 

 15.a  Mobilize and significantly increase 
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four-year period (culminating in



 

9 
 

funds available through the GEF focal areas on biodiversity, climate change and land 
degradation (Table II.2)9.  

 The inclusion of forests and ecosystems in the eight-point Results Management Framework of 
the Green Climate Fund (GCF) (Table II.3).10   

 Forest-related commitments in the UNFCCC Paris Agreement (discussed below).   
 

Table II.2 - Goal, objectives and outcomes of the GEF6 SFM Strategy 

Goal: To achieve multiple environmental benefits from improved management of all types of forests 

Four Objectives Six expected outcomes 
1. Maintained Forest Resources:  Reduce the 
pressures on high conservation value forests by 
addressing the drivers of deforestation 

1. Cross-sector policy and planning approaches at 
appropriate governance scales avoid the loss of high 
conservation value forests. 
2. Innovative mechanisms avoid the loss of high 
conservation value forests. 

2. Enhanced Forest Management:  Maintain flows 
of forest ecosystem services and improve 
resilience to climate change through SFM 
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2.27 The Paris Agreement and COP21 decision open the door to potentially greater synergies 
between the Forum and the UNFCCC.  For example: 
 

 Article 14 provides for a “‘global stocktake” of implementation of the Agreement every five 
years, with the first global stocktake to be undertaken in 2023.  The mid-term review of the 
strategic plan in 2024 could take into account the results of this initial stock taking. 

 Paragraph 74 of the decision calls for the launch of a work plan on capacity building for the 
period 2016-2020 which will, inter alia, assess how to increase synergies and collaboration with 
institutions under and outside the Convention.  This offers an opportunity to enhance synergies 
and collaboration with the Forum, Secretariat and CPF. 
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F.1 Strategic plans as communication tools  
 

2.33  Several of these organizations use their strategic plans not only as internal guidance documents 
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Mechanism (GM)17 and SPI and ELD initiatives18; and the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Services (IPBES)19 and Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP)
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individually and collectively, of Member States, international, regional and subregional organizations 
and processes, MGs and other stakeholders (paragraph 2). 
 
3.2 A number of provisions in the UNFF11 resolution reflect the intention of the Forum to 
strengthen the involvement of these important partners in the work of the IAF and to enhance the 
Forum’s interaction with them (Annex 7).  However, for the most part these provisions are relatively 
general in nature.  There is an opportunity for the Working Group of the Forum to consider more 
concrete actions in the context of the strategic plan 2017-2030 and/or the 4POW 2017-2020 to take 
forward the relevant provisions of the UNFF11 resolution. 

 
3.3 In order to better understand the role of the partners in the work of the IAF, the involvement of 
regional/subregional organizations and processes, MGs and other stakeholders, and the private sector 
in the IAF is reviewed, and the potential role and contribution of forest-based industries are examined.  
Actions are also proposed to take forward relevant provisions of the UNFF11 resolution which could be 
considered for inclusion in the strategic plan and/or initial 4POW.   

http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/AFF.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/APFNet.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ASEAN.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/COMIFAC.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/EAC.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ECO.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Forest-Europe.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Montreal-Process.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/LFCC.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/RECOFTC.pdf
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12. South African Development Community (SADC);  
13. Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC); 
14. UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP); and 
15. UNECE/FAO Forestry and Timber Section. 23 

 
3.7 Many of these are treaty-based organizations either with a focus on forests (e.g. COMIFAC) or 
with broad geo-political mandates of which forests is one aspect (e.g. ACTO, ASEAN, EAC, SADC).  Others 
are voluntary forest initiatives among like-minded countries (e.g. AFF, APFNet, Forest Europe, Montreal 
Process, Tehran Process).  Some of these organizations regularly attend Forum sessions while others 
participate less frequently.  Eight were represented at UNFF11. Some of these are high-level processes 
on forests and all are often cited as successful examples of regional/subregional initiatives.  Box III.1 
illustrates the case of COMIFAC.   
 

BOX III.1 – CASE OF THE CENTRAL AFRICAN FORESTS COMMISSION (COMIFAC) 
The Treaty on the Conservation and Sustainable Development of the Forest Ecosystems of Central 
Africa,  called “The COMIFAC Convergence Plan” ( signed in February 2005 and came into force in 
September 2006, ratified by six of the 10 signatory States), established a subregional organization, 
called the “Central Africa Forests Commission” (COMIFAC).  

Organization and objectives 

COMIFAC is an organization set up to guide, develop and implement harmonized forest and 
environmental policies in Central Africa. COMIFAC works to help Central African countries develop and 
implement harmonized forest and environmental policies with a view to conservation and sustainable 
management of forest resources.  

The first COMIFAC Convergence Plan defined the common intervention strategies of the States and 
development partners of Central Africa in the conservation and sustainable management of forest 
ecosystems. The COMIFAC Council of Ministers recently adopted the second Convergence Plan for 
2015-2025 (see chapter II of this paper) which will serve as the reference and coordination framework 
for all interventions in the field of conservation and sustainable management of forest ecosystems in 
Central Africa. 

High-level process –Heads of State have met periodically to address common issues related to forests 
and set the Organization's guidelines for implementing commitments as defined in article 1 of Title I of 
the Treaty. Council of Ministers' meetings are conducted regularly. 

Multi-stakeholder Engagement 

COMIFAC participates in several international conferences and regional meetings: 
- Accompanies its member countries to all maj-4(e)9(m)-d
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http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/SDAC.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/SPC.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/ESCAP.pdf
http://www.un.org/esa/forests/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/UNECE-FAO.pdf
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involvement of MGs and relevant stakeholders (NGOs in general) is vital to the work of the IAF beyond 
2015 and to the effective implementation of the UNFI and the strategic plan 2017-2030. Promoting the 
involvement of MGs and other stakeholders in the IAF, in particular leaders from the private sector and 
NGOs, including forest industries, local communities and philanthropic organizations, and enhancing the 
Forum’s interaction with such stakeholders is urgently needed.  (The involvement of the private sector 
and the role and contribution of forest-based industry are reviewed in chapters III. C and D, 
respectively.)  
 

Table III.1 – 
UNFF11 provisions to strengthen regional/subregional involvement in the IAF 

Achievements  UNFF11 resolution response to weaknesses 

 In some regions, work of regional processes entails 
undertaking extensive preparations at regional and 
subregional levels, prior to Forum sessions 

 Harmonization of reporting for the Global FRA 2015 
through the CFRQ developed with regional data-
collection partners 

 Forum will restructure sessions and 
enhance intersessional work to maximize 
impacts and relevance, including by 
fostering an exchange of experiences and 
lessons learned among countries, 
regional/subregional and non-
governmental partners and CPF. (para 6.b) 

 Odd-year Forum sessions will serve as an 
opportunity for CPF and its members, 
regional/subregional organizations and 
processes, MGs and other relevant 
stakeholders to provide technical advice 
and input to the Forum. (para 6.g.i) 

 Secretariat will consult with regional / 
subregional organizations and processes 
on means to enhance collaboration 
between them and the Forum, including 
implementing the strategic plan and 
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and others.  
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 Well placed to raise 
awareness on the 
international forest 
policy dialogue at the 
local level 

 Can help promote 
follow-up actions on 
the ground at national 
and subnational levels 

especially when they have a 
low institutional capacity 

 No mechanisms to implement 
recommendations related to 
and coming from MGs 

 Lack of involvement from 
academia and science, as well 
as business and industry (see 
III.C and D) 

 Not much innovation in 
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Table III.4 –  
Possible UNFF11 follow up actions on MG/stakeholder engagement   

Areas / Elements   Actions / Improvements the Forum may wish to consider 

1. Mechanism for 
stakeholder 
engagement 

 Establish a multi-stakeholder advisory group as a mechanism for strengthening 
stakeholder engagement through detailed discussion and consideration of the views 
of MGs (including the private sector) and as a channel for MG input into the Forum. 

 Encourage Governments to collaborate with MGs at the national level. 

 Encourage Member States to provide voluntary contributions to the UNFF Trust Fund 
to facilitate stakeholder participation in Forum sessions and intersessional work. 

 Consider establishing each MG focal point(s) as an organizing partner to facilitate 
communication and streamline outreach with key MG actors at regional and 
subregional levels. 

 Add an MG representative as an observer to UNFF Bureau meetings. 

 Establish clear guidelines for enhanced Secretariat engagement with MGs. 

2. Means of 
participation 

 Increase the time allocated to multi-stakeholder dialogues. 

 Include thematic sessions led by MGs during odd-year Forum sessions on 
implementation and technical advice.  

 Allow stakeholder experts equal opportunities to speak and engage at informal 
intersessional meetings of the UNFF and contribute ideas to outcomes and reports.   

 Include MG recommendations in SG reports. 

 Use MG experts to carry out intersessional work, including as consultants.  

 Establish a roster of
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they are not engaged with the UNFF since its policy discussions are rather abstract and have no 
economic consequences that would compel private sector representatives to actively participate in the 
Forum.  A general view of the involvement of the private sector and forest industry to date and the 
provisions of the UNFF11 resolution to strengthen this involvement is presented in Table III.5.   
 
3.20 The background report on the review of 10 IGOs already mentioned in 3.16 also examines their 
engagement of the private sector.  The involvement of the private sector varies among the organizations 
from simple participation as an observer in COP meetings to extensive participation in COPs, subsidiary 
bodies and technical panels, such as CBD’s Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
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opportunity for local voices and experiences to be heard in the Council. CSAG regularly participates in 
panels during Council sessions. The Council has provided financing to support the participation of 
representatives of both groups in Council sessions.  The model of the TAG and CSAG could be an 
attractive approach to providing input to the Forum and also potentially in advance of the development 
of the SG reports to 



http://www.iea.org/
http://unsdsn.org/
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BOX III.3 – CASE OF THE WORLD BUSINESS COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (WBCSD) –  
FOREST SOLUTIONS GROUP (FSG) 

Organization and purposes 

WBCSD is a CEO-led organization of forward-thinking companies that stimulates the global business 
community to create a sustainable future for business, society and the environment. It aims to be the voice 
of business that supports the private sector/companies in scaling up value-added business solutions and 
taking shared action to drive business action on sustainability.  WBCSD recently became the UNFF MG focal 
point for business and industry. 

WBCSD focuses its work through the following main activities: 

- Clusters – Grouped into six clusters:  i) climate and energy; ii) ecosystems and landscape 
management; iii) safe materials and products; vi) social impact; v) sustainable lifestyles; and vi) 
water.  The clusters work on business solutions and members are asked to engage in at least one of 
these clusters. 

- Sector and Value Chain 
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sinks as a climate solution. 

FSG Stakeholder Engagements: 

 Contribute to multi-stakeholder dialogue to urge collaborative action on the priority issues facing the 
world’s forests;  

 Engage a diversity of interests to foster relationships and build trust around contentious forest issues; 

 Collaborate with key stakeholders through continuous and open dialogue and be a trusted partner 
driving concerted action to deliver sustainable solutions; 

 Connect with critical audiences and influence policy frameworks through targeted communication and 
outreach;  

 Seek change through consensus-based collaboration aimed at immediate action and long-term 
progress. 

 
3.28 Thus, strengthening partnership with the private sector and providing a platform for dialogue 
with, and engagement and involvement of, leaders from business and industry and non-governmental 
sectors, including their inclusion in ministerial segments of the Forum, is central to the implementation 
of the IAF, empowering them to participate in the decision and policy-making process.   

 

D. Potential role and contribution of forest-based industries in the IAF 
 
3.29 The contributions of forest-based industries to the economy, and also to food security, energy 
supply, environmental stability and human well-being are well recognized.  As the demand for forest 
products is continuously growing due to increase in populations and income, and forest resources are 
decreasing, the forest-based industries will continue to play a crucial role in achieving sustainable 
development and should become actively engaged in contributing to the IAF. 
 
3.30 Major areas of contribution of forest-based industries in SFM include management, 
conservation, sustainable forest development, and the promotion of sustainable patterns of production 
and consumption of forest goods and services. In many
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ii) Develop financing strategies that outline the short-, medium- and long-term  financial 
planning for achieving SFM, taking into account domestic, private-sector and foreign funding 
sources (UNFI paragraph V.6.i); and 

iii) Encourage the private sector, civil society organizations and forest owners to develop, 
promote and implement in a transparent manner voluntary instruments, such as voluntary 
certification systems or other appropriate mechanisms, to develop and promote forest 
products from sustainably managed forests harvested in accordance with domestic 
legislation, and to improve market transparency (UNFI paragraph V.6.x). 

 
3.33 
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BOX III.4 – CASE OF THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF FOREST AND PAPER ASSOCIATIONS (ICFPA) 

Organization and purposes 

ICFPA is an organization of national and regional forest and paper industry associations whose purpose is to: 

 Serve as a forum of global dialogue, coordination and cooperation among forest and paper associations;  

 Represent the global forest and paper industry in international organizations; 

 Develop common positions on issues of mutual interest; and 

 
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3.40 The Tropical Forest Alliance (TFA) 2020 

http://www.tfa2020.com/
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BOX IV.1 - NOTIONAL OUTLINE AND ELEMENTS FOR THE STRATEGIC PLAN 2017-2030 
 
Preface (for the published plan): 

 
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A.2 IAF mission and vision  

 
4.4 Organizations and other entities often develop mission and/or vision statements when 
developing their first strategic plan.  These statements typically serve as the lead in or head liner to the 
strategic plan which serves as the guide to help the organization/entity carry out its stated mission and 
move toward its vision of the future. The most effective mission and vision statements are clear, concise 
(less than 25 words) and memorable.  
 
4.5 The terms “mission” and “vision” are sometimes used interchangeably but there are 
distinctions.  A mission statement is typically a non-time-bound expression of an organization’s overall 
focus or goal and captures its reason for existing.  A vision statement expresses a desired or ideal end 
state -- literally an organization’s vision of what the future should look like. Corporate visions are often 
ambitions to be the best in their field in terms of products, competitors and/or customers (i.e. the ideal 
organization).  Non-profits and governments tend to use vision statements to express a “societal good” 
to which they are committed (i.e. the ideal world).  Annex 8 provides examples of mission and vision 
statements for a variety of organizations. 
 
4.6 IAF mission statement.  Ideally the mission of the IAF would be 
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(WBCSD 2014) 

 Forests are home to 70% of the earth’s terrestrial biodiversity and have important cultural and spiritual 
values in many regions of the world.  (FRA 2015) 

 Forests have deep cultural and spiritual values for people in many regions of the world. (Various 
sources)   

 

BOX IV.3 – FOREST-RELATED TRENDS AND CHALLENGES38   
 Despite the crucial contribution of forest ecosystems to human well-being and sustainable 

development, deforestation continues at alarming rates in many regions of the world, particularly in the 
tropics. (UNFF11 Ministerial Declaration, various sources) 

 Although the rate of forest conversion is slowing in some countries, over 6 million hectares of natural 
forest are lost each year.  (FRA 2015) 

 Many forests are becoming degraded due to selective commercial logging of high value species, fire, 
disease, insects, invasive alien species, fragmentation and warming temperatures.  

 Forest cover is increasing in some countries, primarily due to large scale tree planting programs. 

 The demand for forest goods and services is increasing due to rapid population growth in many 
countries and growing per capita income in other countries.  (SOFO 2014,  IEA) 

 The annual demand for wood is expected to triple to more than 10 billion cubic meters by 2050 when 
the world’s population is projected to reach 9 billion. (WBCSD 2014) 

 The bio-energy sector, including forest-based biofuels, is growing rapidly and will represent 30% of the 
world’s primary energy mix by 2050. (IEA) 

 Forest areas in many countries are being turned over to local and indigenous communities making these 
communities increasingly important forest stakeholders.  (IFFA, ITTO 2012) 

 

 BOX IV.4 – COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF THE IAF 
 UNFF’s universal membership  

 UNFF’s role as the only global intergovernmental platform with the potential to address forest-
related issues in an integrated and holistic manner 

 CPF’s role as a voluntary mechanism in support of the Forum, enhancing collaboration among 
international organizations with significant forest-related mandates 

 The innovation and potential 
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Table IV.1 – Thematic analysis of gaps and linkages across agreed forest-related objectives, 
targets, actions and other commitments                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Themes/key words 

Agreed forest-related objectives, targets, actions IAF/UNFF 

GOF SDG15 
target 

Other 
SDG 

target 

ABT GEF 
SFM 

UNFI 
action 

Min-
Dec 
11 

IAF 
obj. 

UNFF 
func-
tion 

a. SFM/UNFI, restoration, 
reforestation, afforestation, 
protection. conservation, 
invasive species 

1, 3 15.1 
15.2 
15.5 
15.8 

6.6 
8.4 

12.2 
13.1 

14.2, 5 

5,7  
9 

14 
15 

2.3 
3.5 

V.6.o 
VI.7.d 

14.a, 
g 

1 - 

b. Benefits, livelihoods, 
goods and services 

2 15.6 
15.c 

8.3 
9.3 

14 2.3 
2.4 

V.6.d, f, j 
 

14.e - - 

c. Protected areas, trade in 
SFM products  

3 - - 7 
11 
14 

2.3 V.6.p, q, x 
VI.7.f, g 

14.g - - 

d. Financial resource 
mobilization 

4 15.a 
15.b 

17.1, 2 
17.3 

20 N/A V.6.i 
VI.7.a 

14.h.i 4  2 

e. N-S, S-

2
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 Commitments by
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BOX IV.5 -  PROPOSED MID-TERM PRIORITIES FOR THE G3F
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Paragraph 16.b notes ongoing efforts by the CPF and others to work jointly to streamline and harmonize 
reporting, reduce reporting burdens and synchronize data collection, including through the CFRQ 
developed for FRA 2015.42 Paragraph 16.c requests the Secretariat, in consultation with Member States, 
CPF members, criteria and indicators processes43 and other relevant entities/processes, to propose “a 
cycle and a format for national reporting and the enhancement of voluntary monitoring, assessment and 
reporting under the IAF as part of the strategic plan”.  
 
4.30 Ideally, the cycle for national reporting on the UNFI (GOFs and actions) would be synchronized 
to take advantage of the five-year data collection process and publication schedule of future FRA reports 
(i.e. FRA 2020, 2025 and 2030).  However, the SDG review process (whether it is cluster-based, goal-
based or pillar-based) may be on a different cycle which could affect the Forum’s decision on the UNFI 
reporting cycle and format.  Depending on the timing and modalities agreed for the SDG review, some 
targeted reporting by countries may be useful on a more frequent basis than every five years. 
 
4.31    Whatever decisions the Forum may take on the cycle and format for reporting, it will be useful for 
the Secretariat to strengthen data sharing arrangements with organizations and processes involved in 
forest-related data collection (e.g. CFRQ partners), for example through MOUs, and to work with these 
partners through successive reporting cycles to streamline reporting and reduce reporting burdens, 
improve harmonization, and enhance the use of existing MAR systems.  In this regard, it might be useful 
for the Secretariat/CPF to report to the Forum at UNFF12 on the merits of revitalizing the CPF Task Force 
on Streamlining Forest-Related Reporting and/or establishing a “global forest indicators partnership 
network” along the lines of the CBD’s Biodiversity Indicators Partnership (BIP), which has been 
suggested by some Member States, to support the Forum’s work on indicators and facilitate related 
data collection and sharing.      
 

 A.6.c Progress on implementing the Forum’s resolutions and decisions 
4.32 The Forum has adopted numerous resolutions and decisions since 2000 which call upon, urge, 
encourage, request or invite various entities (Member States, Secretariat, CPF, CPF member 
organizations, etc.) to undertake or continue to undertake a variety of actions and activities.  Over the 
years, the provisions of successive resolutions (preambular and operative paragraphs) have become 
increasingly lengthy and often repetitious of previous resolutions and actions contained in the UNFI, in 
some cases diluting already agreed actions and guidance. 
 
4.33 While the Secretariat and CPF have reported at each Forum session on their work in response to 
Forum requests, the Forum has yet to undertake a comprehensive assessment on the implementation 
status of its resolutions and decisions.  To this end, it would be useful if the strategic plan provided 
guidance on establishing a baseline inventory and assessment of the implementation status of the 
Forum’s resolutions and decisions, as well as on follow up assessments at regular intervals (e.g. 
biennially during odd-year Forum sessions, at the conclusion of each 4POW, or to coincide with the mid-
term and final reviews of the effectiveness of the IAF).   
 
4.34 One option is for the baseline survey to take stock of all Forum resolutions since 2000 which 
would serve to provide an historical context for the Forum’s post-2015 work.  Alternatively, the baseline 
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could be “re-set” to begin with the UNFF11 resolution and Ministerial Declaration.  Either way, the 
strategic plan could indicate that the baseline and follow up inventories/assessments should identify for 
each entity (Secretariat, CPF, CPF member organizations, etc.) actions that: (a) have been completed; (b) 
are underway and progressing well; (c) are no longer relevant (e.g. overtaken by events); and (d) are 
pending and/or require further attention. 

 
4.35 On the basis of such assessments, the Forum can ensure that appropriate follow up is taken on 
actions underway or needing further attention and also ensure that the Forum’s post-2015 resolutions 
focus clearly and concisely on value-added actions and guidance in a form that can be easily understood 
by governmental and non-governmental stakeholders, including potential donors. 
 

A.6.d Progress on implementing the strategic plan 2017-2030  
4.36 There appear to be two options for timing the review of the strategic plan: (1) At the completion 
of each 4POW in 2020, 2024 and 2029 (three review cycles); or (2) as part of the mid-term and final 
reviews of the effectiveness of the IAF in 2024 and 2030 (two review cycles).  Which option is more 
appropriate may depend on how rapidly external developments could affect the relevance of the plan, 
as well as on the timing of the Forum’s other progress assessments and reviews referred to above.  
Whatever cycle is used, progress in implementing the strategic plan should be assessed not only by the 
Forum but also externally through an independent review that includes consultations with the CPF, its 
members, and regional/subregional, MG and other stakeholder partners.  
 

A.7 Annexes   
 
4.37 It may be useful to consider the inclusion of supplementary information in the strategic plan 
that supports the plan and helps it work as a stand-alone document but is not essential to the integrity 
of the plan. In order to keep the plan as concise and focused as possible, supporting information could 
be included in annexes.  Possible annexes include: 
 

 A list of the 17 SDGs as they appear in the 2030 Agenda (Annex 5), as well as a list of the 
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of the work of the IAF.  The strategic plan itself is an important element of an IAF communication 
strategy (see IV.B).  A number of countries reiterated the need for enhanced communication and public 
and political awareness of the importance of forests/SFM to sustainable development and human well-
being (Annex 3).  The UNFF Secretariat is in the process of developing a draft communication strategy 
which is expected to be considered by the Working Group of the Forum when it considers the strategic 
plan. Once adopted, the communication strategy could be included as an annex to the plan. 
  
4.40  4POWs.  Successive 4POWs could also be considered for inclusion as an annex to the strategic 
plan.  However, this could mean that the plan would need to be re-issued every four years which might 
not be practical or cost-effective.   

 
B. The strategic plan 2017-2030 as a communication tool  
 
4.41        In addition to including the IAF communication strategy as an annex to the strategic plan, the 
plan itself should serve as a powerful tool for communicating the work and value-added of the IAF to 
actors outside the UNFF “inner circle”.  These include policy-makers at all levels within and outside the 
forest sector; the donor community; the private sector, including the forest products industry; forest 
owners; local and indigenous communities; the scientific community; and other MG organizations 
whose actions, decisions and resources are crucial to achieving SFM. 
 
 4.42 In order to attract the attention and interest of these external actors, it is recommended that:  
 

 The plan should use language and syntax that is reader friendly and easily understood by and 
accessible to a wide range of audiences. 

 The plan should be a stand-alone document that is internally coherent and does not require 
readers to access a number of other documents (e.g. the UNFF11 resolution and Ministerial 
Declaration) in order to understand the plan’s purpose, context and references. 

 Following its adoption by the Forum, the full text of the strategic plan, including annexes, should 
be published 
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cut across the four GOFs.  Either way, they should be aligned with and contribute to the SDG thematic 
reviews for the four-year period covered by the 4POW.   
 

Table V.1 – 
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Table V.2 - Illustrative format for the 4POW 2017-2020 (UNFF12-15) 
 

Operational Priority Actions 
(examples from UNFF11 resolution) 

Resource needs/implications 
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ANNEX 2 
 TEXT OF THE UNFF11 RESOLUTION ON THE IAF BEYOND 2015 AS ADOPTED BY ECOSOC  

(E/2015/33) 
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4.  Reaffirms that the Forum,  as set out in paragraph 4  of ECOSOC resolution 2000/35, is a 
subsidiary body of the  Council  with universal membership which operates under the rules of procedure 
of the functional commissions and reports to the Council and, through the Council, to the GA; 
 
5.    Decides that the Forum shall continue to operate according to the provisions specified in 
paragraph 4 (a) to (e) of ECOSOC res. 2000/35 unless otherwise provided in the present resolution; 
 
6.   Also decides to improve and strengthen the functioning of the Forum beyond 2015 by 
requesting the Forum to: 
 

(a) Carry out its core functions on the basis of a strategic plan for the period 2017-2030 as 
defined in section XI of the present  resolution; 

(b) Restructure its sessions and enhance its intersessional work to maximize the impact and 
relevance of its work, including by fostering an exchange of experiences and lessons learned 
among countries, regional, subregional and non-governmental partners and the CPF;
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(d) That it should ensure that special consideration is given to the special needs and 
circumstances of Africa, the least developed countries, low- forest-cover countries, high-
forest-cover countries, medium-forest
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(a) To invite member States to continue to monitor and assess progress towards implementing 
SFM, including the NLBI on all types of forests and the GOFs, and to submit on a voluntary 
basis national progress reports to the Forum; 

(b) To take note of the ongoing efforts by the CPF and its members and other relevant entities 
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18.   Reaffirms that the secretariat of the Forum continues to be located at UN Headquarters in New 
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24.   Calls upon member States, as well as other members of the governing bodies of member 
organizations of the CPF, to support the work of the Partnership, including by considering dedicated 
funding for Partnership activities consistent with the respective mandates of Partnership members as an 
essential strategy for improving cooperation, synergies and coherence on forest issues at all levels; 
 
VIII. Regional/subregional   involvement 
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34.  Stresses the need to ensure coherence and consistency between the international arrangement 
on forests and the post-2015 development agenda as well as with multilateral forest-related 
agreements; 
 
35.  Decides that the Forum should offer to contribute to the implementation, follow-up and review 
of the forest-related aspects of the post-2015 development agenda, including its forest-related goals 
and targets; 
 
36.   Affirms that the Forum should also offer to contribute to the work of the high-level political 
forum on sustainable development; 
 
37.   Invites the Forum to consider, in the context of its strategic plan, its role in and contribution to 
the implementation of the post-2015 development agenda; 
 
XI. Strategic plan 
38.   Decides that the Forum should develop a concise strategic plan for the period 2017-2030 to 
serve as a strategic framework to  enhance  the coherence of and guide and focus the work of the 
international arrangement on forests and its components; 
 
39.   Also decides that the plan should be aligned with the objectives of  the IAF and should 
incorporate a mission and vision, the GOFs and the forest-related aspects of the post-2015 development 
agenda, taking into account significant forest-related developments in other forums, as well as identify 
the roles of different actors  and the framework for reviewing implementation, and outline a 
communication strategy to raise awareness of the work of the arrangement; 
 
 40.  Requests the Forum to operationalize the strategic plan through quadrennial programmes 
of work which set out priority actions and resource needs, beginning with the period 2017-2020; 
 
XII. Review of the IAF 
41.   Requests the Forum to undertake a midterm review of the effectiveness of the international 
arrangement on forests in achieving its objectives in 2024, as well as a final review in 2030, and, on that 
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(a) Replacement of the reference to the MDGs in paragraph 1 (b) of the NLBI on all types of 
forests with an appropriate reference to the SDGs and targets which will be considered by 
the UN summit for the  adoption of the post-2015 development agenda, to be held in 
September  2015; 

(b) The strategic plan for the period 2017-2030 and the quadrennial programme of work for the 
period 2017-2020, consistent with section XI of the present resolution; 

 
45.   Invites member States and relevant stakeholders to provide their views and proposals on the 
matters referred to in paragraph 44 of the present resolution as inputs to deliberations; 
 
46.   Decides to establish a working group of the Forum with a time-bound mandate, for a period of 
up to two years in 2016 and 2017, to develop proposals on the matters referred to in paragraph 44 of 
the present resolution for the Forum’s consideration at its special session referred to in paragraph 50 of 
the present resolution. The working group should: 
 

(a) Operate in accordance with the working modalities of the Forum, as referred to in 
paragraph 4 of the present resolution; 

(b) Elect two Co-Chairs who serve as ex officio members of the Bureau for the special session of 
the Forum referred in paragraph 50 of the present resolution; 

 
47.   Also decides that the Forum’s working group shall be convened in one session by 30 March 2017 
for up to a total of five working days to develop the proposals referred to in paragraph 44 of the present  
resolution; 
 
48.   Further decides to establish an open-
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ANNEX 3 
OVERVIEW OF VIEWS SUBMITTED BY 
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International cooperation and partnerships; Capacity building; Strategic and operational goals and 
targets; and Monitoring and evaluation.  An annex could outline the tools/actions/resources, key 
actors, and indicators and baselines for each target.   

 
3. Title of the plan 
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o Provide a SWOT analysis of the global forest environment and clearly identify the strengths, 
weaknesses, opportunities and threats to SFM.   

 
6. Goals, objectives, targets, actions 

 The plan should: 
o L
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7.  Implementation
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 A global forest indicators partnership should be established as a coordinating body to link C&I 
processes, UNFF activities and SDG indicators.   

 The plan should clarify/give guidance on 
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o Call on Member States to initiate country level work focused on the nexus between forest 
biodiversity conservation and traditional use of non-timber forest products (NTFPs). 

o Engage in a holistic approach to public participation in SFM planning by involving forest user 
groups and civil society organizations. 

o Accelerate coordination activities of regional forest monitoring and data centers to support 
LFCC forest planning processes. 

o Link forest and degradation actions with sustainable land and water management by 
advocating using reforestation to combat and reverse land degradation, particularly in 
watersheds, hilltops and mountain slopes; and/or establishing protected areas in areas most 
at risk associated with, for example, the development of ecotourism.   
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ANNEX 4 
THE 2030 AGENDA SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (SDGs) 

 
 

Goal Title No. of 
targets 

1 End poverty in all its forms everywhere 7 

2 End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 
sustainable agriculture 

8 

3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 13 

4 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 
learning opportunities for all  
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ANNEX 5 
AICHI BIODIVERSITY TARGETS 

 
Strategic Goal A: Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity 
across government and society 

Target 1  
By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to 
conserve and use it sustainably. 

Target 2  
By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national and local development and 
poverty reduction strategies and planning processes and are being incorporated into national 
accounting, as appropriate, and reporting systems. 

Target 3  
By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, phased out 
or reformed in order to minimize or avoid negative impacts, and positive incentives for the conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity are developed and applied, consistent and in harmony with the 
Convention and other relevant international obligations, taking into account national socio economic 
conditions. 

Target 4  
By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve 
or have implemented plans for sustainable production and consumption and have kept the impacts of 
use of natural resources well within safe ecological limits. 
 
Strategic Goal B: Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use 

Target 5  
By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, including forests, is at least halved and where feasible 
brought close to zero, and degradation and fragmentation is significantly reduced. 
 

Target 6  
By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatic plants are managed and harvested sustainably, 
legally and applying ecosystem based approaches, so that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and 
measures are in place for all depleted species, fisheries have no significant adverse impacts on 
threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, species and 
ecosystems are within safe ecological limits. 
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Target 7  
By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring 
conservation of biodiversity. 

Target 8  
By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to levels that are not detrimental 
to ecosystem function and biodiversity. 

Target 9  
By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized, priority species are 
controlled or eradicated, and measures are in place to manage pathways to prevent their introduction 
and establishment. 

Target 10  
By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems 
impacted by climate change or ocean acidification are minimized, so as to maintain their integrity and 
functioning. 
 
Strategic Goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and 
genetic diversity 

Target 11 
By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, 
especially areas of particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through 
effectively and equitably managed, ecologically representative and well connected systems of protected 
areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated into the wider landscapes 
and seascapes. 

Target 12 
By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been prevented and their conservation status, 
particularly of those most in decline, has been improved and sustained. 

Target 13  
By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild 
relatives, including other socio-economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and 
strategies have been developed and implemented for minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their 
genetic diversity. 
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Strategic Goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services 

Target 14  
By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute 
to health, livelihoods and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of 
women, indigenous and local communities, and the poor and vulnerable. 
 

Target 15 
By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced, 
through conservation and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded 
ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change mitigation and adaptation and to combating 
desertification. 

Target 16 
By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of 
Benefits Arising from their Utilization is in force and operational, consistent with national legislation. 
 
Strategic Goal E: Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management 
and capacity building 

Target 17 
By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and has commenced implementing 
an effective, participatory and updated national biodiversity strategy and action plan. 

Target 18  
By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities 
relevant for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, and their customary use of biological 
resources, are respected, subject to national legislation and relevant international obligations, and fully 
integrated and reflected in the implementation of the Convention with the full and effective 
participation of indigenous and local communities, at all relevant levels. 

Target 19 
By 2020, knowledge, the 
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This target will be subject to changes contingent to resource needs assessments to be developed and 
reported by Parties. 



 

78 
 

ANNEX 6 
COMPARATIVE ADVANTAGES OF FAO AND ITTO AS SET OUT IN THEIR STRATEGIES 

 
 
The FAO Reviewed Strategic Framework 2010 identifies the following organizational attributes: 
 

 Authority and status as a global intergovernmental organization 

 FAO as an honest broker 

 Unparalleled information source and institutional memory 

 Broad networking capacity with members countries and other partners 

 Decentralized capabilities 

 Professional and multidisciplinary staff 

 Capacity to respond to unforeseen needs of member countries 

 Responsible financial and administrative management 
 

 
The ITTO Strategic Action Plan 2013-2018 identifies the following comparative advantages: 
 

 While concerned with the tropical timber trade and industry, ITTO pays equal attention to the 
conservation and sustainable management of tropical forests 

 
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ANNEX 7 
PROVISIONS OF THE UNFF11 RESOLUTION ON THE INVOLVEMENT OF PARTNERS IN THE IAF 

 
The IAF: 

 The IAF involves as partners interested international, regional and sub-regional organizations and 
processes, MGs and other stakeholders.  (para 1.c) 

 The objectives of the IAF should be achieved through the actions, individually and collectively, of 
Member States, international, regional and sub-
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ANNEX 8 
 EXAMPLES OF MISSION AND VISION STATEMENTS 

 
A.   Examples of mission statements 
 

1.   Corporate organizations 

 To inspire and nurture the human spirit – one person, one cup, one neighborhood at a time 
(Starbucks) 

 To constantly improve what is essential for human progress by mastering science and technology 
(Dow Chemical)  

 To discover, develop and successfully market innovative products to prevent and cure diseases, ease 
suffering, and improve the quality of life (Novartis) 

 
2.   Non-profit organizations 

 To work with communities to end hunger and poverty and care for the earth (Heifer International) 

 To create lasting solutions to poverty, hunger and social injustice (Oxfam) 

 
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ANNEX 9 

ADDITIONAL EXAMPLES OF FOREST MESSAGES, TRENDS AND CHALLENGES 
 

 

Why forests are important  

 To build a sustainable, climate-resilient future for all, we must invest in our world’s forests.  That will 
take political commitment at the highest levels, smart policies, effective law enforcement, 
innovative partnerships and funding.  Ban ki Moon, 2015 International Day of Forests  
 

 Forests cover 30.6% of the earth’s land area. They are an integral part of the global environment and 
human well-being, providing multiple goods and services essential to people worldwide, and are 
crucial for sustainable development and achieving the SDGs.  FRA 2015, UNFF Ministerial 
Declaration 2011, para 1
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 Forests contribute significantly to food security and health as sources of woodfuel to cook and 
sterilize water. 
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 Continued rapid population growth, especially in developing countries, as well as rising per capita 
income in some countries, is accelerating the global demand for and consumption of forest products 
and services. The global population is expected reach 9 billion by 2050.  SOFO 2014, IEA 

 

 Many of the drivers of deforestation and forest degradation lie outside the forest sector and can 
only be addressed through cross-sectoral and cross-institutional policy coordination and 
implementation and recognition of the full value to society of forest services, including soil 
stabilization, water protection and pollination.   
 

 25% of the world’s forests are privately owned, the majority by some 25 million families in Europe 
and North America.  However, local control of forests in the tropics is expanding significantly. Since 
2002, an estimated 30 million hectares of tropical forest have been turned over to local and 
indigenous communities, particularly in Latin America and to a lesser extent in Asia. IFFA, ITTO  

 

 An estimated 35-50% of the industrial roundwood used globally comes from planted forests and this 
is expected to increase in future. IA report 

 

 Annual wood removals have increased by over 200 million cubic meters since 1990, driven by the 
increasing needs of a growing global population.  FRA 2015 

 

 Rising energy costs and concerns over carbon emissions from the use of fossil fuels have catalyzed 
rapidly growing interest in intensive production and extraction of forest-based biofuels as an 
alternative energy source. IEA/FAO 2011 

 

 Deforestation and forest degradation in developing countries accounts for an estimated 20% of 
carbon emissions released into the atmosphere each year. Initiatives to reduce these emissions 
through REDD+ are expanding rapidly.   

 
Other messages 

 In order to mainstream forests into the global sustainable development agenda, forest policies at all 
levels must go beyond a focus on the formal forest sector to explicitly address the role of forests in 
providing food, energy and shelter to the wider population. SOFO 2014 

 

 To make real progress in enhancing the socio-economic benefits derived from forests – and the 
number of people enjoying those benefits – policies must be underpinned by capacity building.  
SOFO 2014 
 

 Providing people with access to forest resources and markets is a powerful way to enhance the 
socio-economic benefits of forests to people.  SOFO 2014 

 

 More efficient forest product production and processing techniques are needed, including in the 
informal sector, to meet growing and shifting demands for forest products.  SOFO 2014 
 

 To measure the socio-economic benefits people derive from forests, future forest assessments need 
to focus on the benefits people receive from forests, not only on forests and trees. SOFO 2014 

_______________ 
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ANNEX 10                                                                   
ILLUSTRATIVE STRATEGIC APPROACH IN SUPPORT OF THE IAF OBJECTIVES:  

4 GOFS, 2 CROSS-CUTTING STRATEGIES, POTENTIAL 
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3. Priority actions 

 The “priority actions” are taken primarily from the actions set out in sections V and VI (paras 6 
and 7) of the UNFI and in some cases from the GEF SFM strategy outcomes (expressed as actions 
rather than outcomes) (see Table II.2).  All 44 UNFI actions are aligned with potential targets 
under GOFs 1-4 and CCS1.  

 Priority actions would be undertaken by Member States with the support of international, 
regional/subregional, Major Group (MG) and other stakeholder partners.  
 

C. Illustrative strategic approach 
 

 4 GLOBAL OBJECTIVES ON FORESTS (GOFs) 
 

GOF 1:  Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through SFM, including protection, restoration, 
afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation.  

Potential targets –  
 By 2020 promote the implementation of sustainable management of all types of forests, halt 

deforestation, restore degraded forests, and substantially increase afforestation and reforestation 
globally.  SDG15.2. SDG 6.6, 12.2, 14.2, 14.5; ABT7; GEF SFM-2 and 351; MD11 14.a52 and g 

 By 2020 ensure the conservation, restoration and sustainable use of…forests… in line with obligations 
under international agreements.  SDG15.1.  ABT11, 15 

 Take urgent and significant action to reduce the degradation of natural forests, halt loss of forest 
biodiversity and by 2020 protect and prevent the extinction of forest-dependent threatened species.  
SDG15.5.  ABT5, 15 

 By 2020 introduce measures to prevent the introduction and significantly reduce the impact of 
invasive alien species on forest ecosystems and control
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GOF 4:  Reverse the decline in ODA for SFM and mobilize significantly increased, new and additional 
financial resources from all sources for the implementation of SFM.  (Relates to IAF objective 5 - MOI)  

Potential targets –  
 Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance SFM and provide adequate 

incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for conservation and 
reforestation.  SDG15.b. SDG15.a, SDG17.1, 17.2, 17.3 

 E
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2. CROSS-CUTTING STRATEGIES (CCSs) 
 

CCS 1: Strengthen the legal, policy and institutional framework at all levels to achieve SFM (Topics 1-4)54 

Topic 1: N-S, S-S and triangular scientific and technical cooperation and partnerships   (Relates to IAF 
objective 4)   

Potential targets –  
 Enhance N-S, S-S and triangular regional and international cooperation on and access to science, 

technology and innovation and enhance knowledge sharing on mutually agreed terms…  SDG 17.6.  
SDG 17.7, 17.9, MD.14.h.ii.   

 Support developing countries to strengthen their scientific and technological capacity to move 
towards more sustainable patterns of consumption and production of forest goods and services.  
SDG12.a.  SDG2.2 

 Achieve higher levels of economic productivity through diversification, technological upgrading and 
innovation …in the forest sector.  SDG8.2  

 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation in forest harvesting and product production and 
processing through prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse.  SDG12.5. SDG 12.2 

 By 2030, build on existing initiatives to develop measurements of progress on sustainable forest 
management that complement GDP, and support statistical capacity building in developing countries.  
SDG17.19 

 Encourage and promote effective public, public-private, and civil society partnerships to promote 
SFM, building on the experience and resourcing strategies of existing partnerships.   SDG17.17.  
SDG17.16 

Priority actions-          
1. Strengthen the contribution of science and research in advancing SFM by incorporating scientific 

expertise into forest policies and programs.  UNFI V.6.r.   
2. Enhance the research and scientific forest-related capacities of developing countries and countries 

with economies in transition … and promote and support integrated and interdisciplinary research on 
forest-related issues …   UNFI VI.7.o 

3. Promote international technical and scientific cooperation, including S-S and triangular cooperation, in 
the field of SFM…  UNFI VI.7.n 

4. Strengthen forestry research and development in all regions … through relevant organizations, 
institutions and centres of excellence, as well as through global, regional and subregional networks.  
UNFI VI.7.p 

5. Promote the development and application of scientific and technological innovations, including those 
that can be used by forest owners and local and indigenous communities to advance SFM.  UNFI V.6.s 

6. Enhance and facilitate access to and transfer of appropriate, environmentally sound and innovative 
technologies and corresponding know-how relevant to SFM and to efficient value-added processing of 
forest products…  UNFI VI.7.k. UNFI V.6.e 

7. Strengthen mechanisms that enhance sharing among countries and the use of best practices in SFM, 
including through freeware-based information and communications technology. UNFI VI.7.l 

8. Strengthen national and local capacity … for the development and adaptation of forest-related 
technologies, including technologies for the use of fuelwood. UNFI VI.7.m 

9. Promote efficient production and processing of forest products, with a view, inter alia, to reducing 
waste and enhancing recycling. UNFI V.6.   

10. Establish or strengthen partnerships, including public-private partnerships, and joint programs with 
stakeholders to advance implementation of SFM.  UNFI V.6.m. SDG17.16 , 17.17 
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11. Strengthen cooperation and partnerships at the regional and subregional levels to promote SFM.  
UNFI VI.7.q 

12. Further develop and implement C&I for SFM that are consistent with national priorities and 
conditions.  UNFI V.6.g 

13. Consider the 7 thematic elements of SFM… as a reference framework for SFM…  UNFI V.6.b  
 

Topic 2: Cross-sectoral coordination to address drivers of deforestation and enhance the contribution of 
forests and the forest sector to the 2030 Agenda  (Relates to IAF objective 2 and 4) 

Potential targets –  
 By 2030 ensure sustainable food production systems and implement resilient agricultural practices 

that … help maintain forest ecosystems … and their soil and water protective functions.  SDG2.4    
 
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Topic 3: Forest law enforcement, governance and related trade (Relates to IAF objective 5 - governance) 

Potential targets - 
 Promote the rule of law related to forests at national and international levels… and substantially 

reduce corruption and bribery in the forest sector in all their forms.   SDG16.3 and 16.5  
 Enhance global support for efforts to combat poaching and trafficking of protected forest species…  

SDG15.c  
 By 2030, ensure all men and women… have equal rights to forest economic resources, as well as 

access to…ownership and control over forest 




