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 Discussion on civil society’s/major groups initiatives to accelerate the contributions 
of forests to achieving the following SDGs under review by HLPF 2019: 

 

 G.1 SDG 4 “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all”; 
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 Annex 5: Newly Drafted Work-Plan Elements from Bangkok Meeting for: 
a. Non-
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seek stronger engagement with key global players, especially the CPF, regional organisations and 
governments. Specific further detail is in Table 1.
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SUGGESTED KEY MESSAGES BY UNFF14 TO THE HLPF 2019 
 
Table 1 has clearly marked matters that UNFF14 could consider drawing the attention of HLPF2019 
to. They include: 

¶ The above recommendations on SDGs 8 (inclusive economic growth); 10 (reducing inequality); 
13 (forests and climate change); 

¶ Emerging issues that impact forests and SFM; 

¶ What MGs can do to help institutionalise participation in SFM (via domestication of International 
agreements); and 

¶ Common understanding of SFM. 
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A.  VENUE AND OPENING 
(Item 1 of the Agenda) 

 
1. 
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MGs and how the existence of the umbrella workplan was already making it easier to 
communicate priorities. She also gave the example of the workplan for Youth and Children, on 
the basis if which that group was being offered resources, including to lead the holding of a 
Major Groups-Led Initiative (MGI) which is scheduled for Accra in March 2019, with focus on 
Education. She looked forward to the MGs which had yet to prepare their own plans and 
concrete proposals, doing so with minimum delay. 

 
6. Among remarks by participants during the opening session, were those calling for recognition of 

the importance given in Dr Elliot’s keynote address to biodiversity and its value. Some 
participants felt that governments should be urged to support efforts towards preventing 
further biodiversity loss, including taking actions to implement plans of action such as the Global 
Plan of Action for the Conservation, Sustainable Use and Development of Forest Genetic 
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e. from the woodland owners perspective, Peter DeMarsh proposed that MGs bring concrete 
stories of all levels to the high level political forum – also that MGs identify what are their 
priorities and how better to collaborate and collectively increase their effectiveness in work 
on the UNFF agenda. 

 
11. At the end of this round, the facilitator emphasised the clear importance of all MGs having a 

structured approach to their interventions, indicating that the main types of MG role had been 
used as headings in the umbrella MG workplan, viz: 
a. Information in support of capacity for advocacy; 
b. Engaging in localisation of the UN Strategic Plan on Forests and translating global UNFF 

decisions to the people on the ground; 
c. 
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D.4 Presentation and Discussion of Workplan for Major Group on Women 
 

27. Presentation: Fernanda Rodrigues presented on behalf of the group. She presented a plan in 
early draft, upon which more consultation with the broader constituency of the group would 
subsequently be undertaken. The plan was formatted under Global Forest Goals (Annex 4) as 
headings with main areas of proposed intervention to be in data (especially to increase gender-
disaggregated information), advocacy, and capacity building. Details on progress in 
implementation, implementation issues (including observed obstacles), and priorities for future 
action are given in Annex 4. 
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38.
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f. Some participants mentioned the equally important need for coherence between the CPF 
and member states. For this, MGs must also engage governments and their regional 
organisations – only if they help enhance political will at these levels can significant action 
happen; 
 

g. There is a link between coherence and shared understanding of SFM definitions. On this, the 
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F.  
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The ministers:  
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Heading 2: “Engaging in localisation of the UN Strategic Plan on Forests and translating global 
UNFF decisions to the people on the ground”  
 
Heading 4: Capacity building. 
a. Look at SDG on education. 
 

F.3 Summary discussion and main ideas - emerging issues and challenges of global 
significance that are related to and/or have an impact on forests and SFM 

 
60. The working groups did not undertake substantive discussion but instead generated relatively 

long lists of emerging issues, some of which have been here for some time and cannot be 
considered fully “emerging” by now. From these lists, the following can be retained for possible 
communication to UNFF 14 and possibly further to HLPF2018 where a relevant SDG is on the 
agenda;  
 

61. Loss of political commitment to already-agreed multilateral environmental agreements, 
especially the Paris Agreement on climate change: implications of a key temperate zone 
developed country withdrawing and claims that a major emerging-economy tropical may 
contemplate the same;  
 

62. Widespread adoption of the landscape approach, under which ambitious targets on forest 
restoration – how well this synergises with the UN Strategic Plan on Forests and the GFGs;  
 

63. Three major failures at national level, leading to inadequate action on forests: (a) failure to 
excite of political will for countries to protect forests; (b) failure to secure inter-



24 
 

 

10 (Reduce inequality)8; SDG 16 (Inclusive societies)9; and SDG 17 (Strengthen means of 
implementation) and partnerships10.  
 

G.1 {5D п άŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǉǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƭƛŦŜƭƻƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭέ  

 
66. Participants noted that the theme of the 2019 International Day of Forests is “Forests and 

education” activities under which will therefore contribute to SDG4. The meeting proposes that 
education be (a) citizen-centred; (b) directed at different stakeholders both in a formal and 
informal settings; (c) designed to allow for continuous learning/ lifelong learning after university,  
especially for government officials when it comes to decision making in a changing word. Formal 
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checks and balances and measures of redress to combat extremes and to promote more 
equitable sharing of benefits; 

b. Corruption continues to be a huge problem; 
c. Many matters related to land and tree tenure are tainted with inequity and whether from 

tradition or corruption often result in huge disparities in access to the resources or benefits 
from it; 

d. Deforestation makes poor people poorer since their livelihoods directly depend on healthy 
forest ecosystems;  

e. There is need for gender and age disaggregated data. 
 

G.4 SDG 13 ά¦ǊƎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳōŀǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜέ 
 

70. Participants did not separate the 



 

 

Table 1: Possible key MG Messages to the UNFF14 with some recommended 
for the UNFF14 to consider referring to the HLPF 2019 

 
Topic Key Messages to UNFF14 **11 

TECHNICAL DISCUSSIONS AND SHARING OF EXPERIENCES 
 









3 0  







3 3   t h e r e a f t e r ,  f r o m  d e t e r m i n / S u e f f o r t s  t o  p r o m o t e  c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y  a n d  r e d u c e  d u p l i c C  / G n  a m o n g  p l a n s .  M G  m e m b e r s  a r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e y  ca n  a d d  v a l u e  t o  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  p a r t n e r s  a n d  t h a t  s u p p o r t  e x t e n d e d  t o  t h e m  w i l l  y i e l d  h i g h  d i v i d e n d s  f o r  t h e  U N F F  p r o c e s s .  S t r e n g t h e n e d  M G s  c a n  h e l p  r a i s e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  b o o s t  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  h a s  s o  f a r  b e e n  i n a d e q u a t e  o r  i n  so m e  c a s e s  e v e n  e l u s i v e .  T h e y  t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  m a j o r  p l a y e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  i n  b u i l d i n g  u p  t h e i r  o w n  c a p a c i t i e s  a n d  i n  m o b i l i z i n g  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e i r  a m b i t i o n s  a n d  p l a n s .      1 .  I n f o r m a t / G n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  c a p a c i t y  f o r  a d v o c a c y 
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2. Engaging in localisation of the UN Strategic Plan on Forests and 
translating global UNFF decisions to the people on the ground 
2.1Enterprise development for employment, income and livelihoods 

Actions/Intervention
s 
(not necessarily 
presented in order of 
importance) 

Focus 
Level 

Time Frame 

Resourc
e Needs 

Lead MG 
& 
potential 
partners 
(All major 
groups 
can 
contribut
e) 

Key 
Indicators 

Expected 
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2.2 Land, Forest and Tree tenure security as foundation for SFM 

Actions/Intervention
s 
(not necessarily 
presented in order of 
importance) 

Focus 
Level 

Time Frame 

Resourc
e Needs 

Lead MG 
& 
potential 
partners 
(All major 
groups 
can 
contribut
e) 

Key 
Indicators 

Expected 
Outcome 

4POW 
and/or 
GFG  
Link 

Start End 
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2018-2019) 
including 
data on SFM 
from 
scientific 
community 

 

i. Collect, 
collate and 
share data 
on success 
stories of 
SFM across 
MGs 

 

1.5  Undertake 
MGs 
communicat
ion/ 
outreach 
activities, 
and   
Participate 
actively in 
communicat
ion 
networks 

i. Develop a 
Communica
tion Plan for 
the S&T 
Major 
Group and 
link it up 
with global 
MG 
Communica
tion 
activities 
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Interventions GFGs 
& 
SDGs 

Time 
Fram
e 

Resource 
Needs ($) 

MG Partners Key 
Indicators 

Expected 
Outcome  

4POW 

2. Engaging in localization of the UN Strategic Plan on Forests and 
translating global UNFF decisions to the people on the ground 

2.1 Enterprise 
development for 
employment, 
income and 
livelihoods 

2.1.2  Undertake 
advocacy for 
community - led 
selection of 
enterprises for 
development 

i. Document 
forest based 
enterprises and 
status of 
development for 
S&T MG and 
other MGs 

2.1.3  
Increase/enhanc
e market access 
for forest/nature 
based 
enterprises, 
including non-
timber forest 
products 

i. Analyze value 
chains of selected 
enterprises 

ii.  Set up a 
market 
information 
systems for 
selected 
enterprises 

 

 

2.1.5 Engage in 
building capacity, 
particularly on 
entrepreneurial 
skills, at all levels 
of value chains to 
improve quality 

GFGs 
2.1, 
2.2 
& 
2.4 ; 
SDGs 
8.3, 
9.3   

 

 

 

 

 

2019 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/2
0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/2
0 

 

 

 

 

 

2019/2
0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In-kind 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds for 
carrying 
out value 
chain 
analysis 
and 
informatio
n systems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Funds on 
TNA & 
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Interventions GFGs 
& 
SDGs 

Time 
Fram
e 

Resource 
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Global Forest Goals and 
targets 

Priority Actions by Women Major Group 

Description of actions/interventions 

Focus Level: 
Local 
Community / 
National/Region
al /Global 

Indicators 
(TBD) 
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¶ Local community consultation (2.2.3) 

¶ Capacity building 
 

Promoting mutual accountability for commitments made and statements of intent in the UNSPF and 
the Agenda 2030: 

¶ Accountability (3.1) 

¶ Monitor restoration projects (3.2) 

¶ Legislation (3.3) 

¶ Networking on cross-cutting issues (3.4) 
 

{ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ aDǎΩ ƻǿƴ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ .ŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ !ŎǘƛƻƴΥ 

¶ Coordination and synergies among MGs (4.1.1) 

¶ Workplan finalisation (4.1.2/4.1.4) 

¶ Mobilise funding (4.2.2) 

¶ MGs inclusion in the Global Forest Financing Network (GFFN) (4.2.3) 

¶ Advocate financial clearinghouse (4.2.4) 

¶ Organise MG-led initiatives before UNFF meetings (4.3.1) 

¶ Organise MG meeting to refine work plans and to prepare for UNSPF 2024 review (4.3.2) 

¶ Develop roster of experts for use by MGs (4.3.4) 
 

Implementation progress  
a. None reported; new workplan but NGOs have much to build upon from years before workplan idea 

took root. 
 
Emerging issues including obstacles to implementation 
a. Too early to have observed. Like other MGs, however, they will have faced funding among their 

.
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Annex 5: Newly Drafted Work-Plan Elements from Bangkok Meeting for 

 
(c)Farmers and Small Forest Landowners 
 
Soft copy of refined Bangkok elements of workplan or finalised workplan to be requested by UNFFS 
 
 
Details on progress in implementation, implementation issues (including observed obstacles), and 
priorities for future action are given soon after the tabulation: 

 
 
Action Plan from Farmers and Small Forest Landowners Major Group (Focal Points from IFFA and 
GACF with input from Uganda Forestry Association and NGARA) 
A. Ongoing work 
1. To raise awareness of Member States and international agencies of the integrated sustainable 

development approach being practiced by forest smallholders and communities world wide 
2. To advocate for strengthening the enabling policies that will increase the economic, environmental 

and social  contribution being made by smallholders and communities, with particular emphasis on: 
- Secure tenure, including security from theft 
- Fair market access 
- Good quality government support services, and in particular, forest extension 
- 









70   10:30-10:45am COFFEE/TEA BREAK 10:45am-12:30pm Item 6: Develop recommendations on inputs to the UNFF14 on major groups/civil ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ:   
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