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General Information 
 
Information on Entity 
 

Official Name: Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe 

Membership: 46 European countries and European Union 

Mandate: Pan-European high-level voluntary political process for dialogue and 
cooperation on forest policies in Europe. 

Entity’s focal point 
 

Name: Bc. Ing. Michal Vančo 

Title: Head of FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit Bratislava 

Address: T. G. Masaryka 22, 96001 Zvolen

mailto:michal.vanco@foresteurope.org
mailto:rastislav.rasi@foresteurope.org
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(ii) Institutional actions (actions to advance implementation of SFM) 
 

 

1 
Goal 1 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets 6.6, 12.2, 13.1, 13.3, 14.2, 

15.1–15.4 and 15.8 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity Targets 5, 7, 9, 11, 14 and 15, and are 
supported by paragraphs 6 (o) and 7 (d) and (e) of the United Nations forest instrument. 
2 

Based on the Global Forest Resources Assessment 2015. 
3 

Or earlier, where relevant to capturing important action. The same applies hereafter.  
  

 
List of actions:  
 
Establishment and work of the FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Adaptation to Climate Change 
(https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-adaptation-climate-change-sustainable-forest-management/) 
 
Establishment and work of the FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Implementation of Updated pan-
European Indicators for SFM (https://foresteurope.org/eg_ci/) 
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(iii) Financial actions 
 

 
(iv) Technical and scientific actions 
 

 

List of actions:  
Financing activities of FOREST EUROPE work programme 
(https://foresteurope.org/foresteurope/#1475513108666-7133ada1-c052) 
 
Description of actions: 
According to the rotation principle, five countries usually guide activities of the FOREST EUROPE 
process through the General Coordinating Committee, these countries finance the Liaison Unit and 
activities of FOREST EUROPE work programme
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(b) How do the actions listed above support Member States in the implementation of the United Nations forest 
instrument? 
 

 
  

The FOREST EUROPE actions support: 

- Sharing experiences among countries on SFM practices, 

- Monitoring progress towards SFM  

 



  

 

Page | 7  
 

(c) What are the main challenges in supporting Member States in achieving goal 1 in your region? 
 

 
(d) Any additional comments on goal 1: 
 

  

Damage due to climate change related events, funding of afforestation, reforestation, climate change 
adaptation, land use trade-offs, co-ordination of 
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https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/I.-ELM_7MC_2_2015_MadridResolution1_GreenEconomy_adopted.pdf
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/I.-ELM_7MC_2_2015_MadridResolution1_GreenEconomy_adopted.pdf
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(ii) Institutional actions (actions to advance implementation of SFM) 

 
 
 

(iii) Financial actions 
 

 

4  Goal 2 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets 1.1, 1.4, 2.4, 4.4, 5.a, 6.6, 8.3, 
9.3, 12.2, 12.5, 15.6 and 15.c of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity Targets 4, 14 and 18, and are 
supported by paragraphs 6 (d)–(f), (h), (j), (p), (q), (t)–(v) and (y) and 7 (k) of the United Nations forest instrument.  

 
List of actions:  
 
Establishment and work of the FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Human Health and Well-being 
(https://foresteurope.org/forest-europe-expert-group-human-health-well/) 
 
Establishment and work of the FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Valuation of and Payments for 
Forest Ecosystem Services (https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-valuation-payments-forest-ecosystem-
services/) 
 
Establishment and work of the FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Green Jobs, Education and Training 
Systems (https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-green-jobs-education-training-systems/) 
 
Description of actions: 
 
The FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on human health and well-being is a group of experts nominated 
by countries to share expertise, exchange experience and formulate policy oriented recommendations on 
the thematic issues and challenges related to social benefits of SFM 
(https://foresteurope.org/event/13422/). 
 
The FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Valuation of and Payments for Forest Ecosystem Services 
worked in the period January 2017-December 2018. The main outcomes of the work of the Expert Group 
are summarized in report (https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PES_Final_report.pdf). 
 
The FOREST EUROPE Expert Group on Green Jobs, Education and Training Systems shared 
information and practices among the countries in the area of the forest sector employment, green jobs and 
skills development. The main outcome of the work of this Expert Group is UNECE/FAO/FOREST 
EUROPE Guidelines on the Promotion of Green Jobs in Forestry 

 
List of actions:  
 
Web portal on valuation and payments for forest ecosystem services (FES) 
 
Description of actions: 
 
The portal on forest ecosystem services serves as a platform for knowledge and information exchange on 
valuation methodologies of and payments for FES as well as for sharing best practices in this field. A 
web portal is a tool that aggregates available and published information on valuation of and payments for 
FES in one place via simple browsing systems. It enables facilitation of decision-making on FES, 
p

https://foresteurope.org/forest-europe-expert-group-human-health-well/
https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-valuation-payments-forest-ecosystem-services/
https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-valuation-payments-forest-ecosystem-services/
https://foresteurope.org/expert-group-green-jobs-education-training-systems/
https://foresteurope.org/event/13422/
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/PES_Final_report.pdf
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(iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 
 
 

(b) What other action is being taken by your entity in support Member States to achieve goal 2? 

 
(c) How does the action listed above support Member States in the implementation of the United Nations 
forest instrument? 

 

 
List of actions:  
 
Web portal on valuation and payments for forest ecosystem services (http://foresteurope.org/Web-Portal-
on-Forest-Ecosystem-Services/) 
 
Workshop on Forests for Human Health – Challenges and Opportunities  
 
Workshop on Enhancing the long-term competitiveness of the forest sector in a green economy: Policies 
for forest-based bioeconomy in Europe 
 
Workshop on Promoting Green Jobs in the Forest Sector  
 
Description of actions: 
 
Joint FOREST EUROPE and Austrian Research Centre for Forests Workshop “Forests for Human Health 
– Challenges and Opportunities”,  held on 8 – 9 April 2019 in Vienna, Austria, targeted to policy and 
decision makers from different sectors (i.e. forest sector, health and social sector, sports, tourism, etc.), 
private and public forest owners, entrepreneurs as well as experts from research and academia 
(https://foresteurope.org/event/14512/).  
 
Workshop on Enhancing the long-term competitiveness of the forest sector in a green economy: Policies 
for forest-based bioeconomy in Europe; organized in order to promote long-term competitiveness and 
viability of the whole forest sector and its contribution to the overall Green Economy; organized by the 
FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit in cooperation with Norway, EUSTAFOR and USSE 
(https://foresteurope.org/event/13498/). 
 
Workshop on Promoting Green Jobs in the Forest Sector was organized in order to receive feedback for 
various stakeholders for the purpose of further work on guidelines on the promotion of green jobs. The 
workshop was organized in June 2017 by the FOREST EUROPE Liaison Unit in cooperation with 
UNECE and FAO (https://foresteurope.org/promoting-green-jobs-forest-sector-workshop-agenda/). 
 
 

 Joint production of UNECE/FAO/Forest Europe Guidelines for the promotion of green jobs in 
Forestry (http://www.fao.org/3/ca6784en/ca6784en.pdf) 

Improving the capacity of member states to promote green jobs in the forest sector 

http://www.fao.org/3/ca6784en/ca6784en.pdf


 

https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Workshop-report_final-1.pdf
https://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Workshop-report_final-1.pdf
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Global forest goal 3 and associated targets 5 

 
Increase significantly the area of protected forests  worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed 
forests, as  well as the proportion  of forest products from sustainably managed forests 

Associated targets 

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area-based 
conservation measures is significantly increased 

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased 

3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased 
 
Questions on goal 3 

3. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken by your entity to support Member States to advance or 
contribute to the achievement of targets 3.1–3.3? 

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date if applicable, (in a maximum 
of 250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed. 
 
(i) Legislative and policy actions 
 

 
(ii) Institutional actions (actions to advance implementation of SFM) 
 

 
 

5  Goal 3 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets 7.2, 12.2, 12.6, 12.7, 14.2, 
14.5, 15.2 and 15.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity Targets 7, 11, 12 and 16, and are 
supported by paragraphs 6 (p), (q) and (x) and 7 (f) and (g) of the United Nations forest instrument. 
 

List of actions: 
Madrid Ministerial Resolution 2 - Protection of forests in a changing environment 
(http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/II.-
ELM_7MC_2_2015_MadridResolution2_Protection_adopted.pdf) 

http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/II.-ELM_7MC_2_2015_MadridResolution2_Protection_adopted.pdf
http://foresteurope.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/II.-ELM_7MC_2_2015_MadridResolution2_Protection_adopted.pdf


  

 

Page | 13  
 

(iii) Financial actions 
 

(iv) Technical and scientific actions 
 

 
(b) What other action is being taken your entity in support Member States to achieve goal 3? 
 

(c) How does the action listed above support Member States in the implementation of the United Nations 
forest instrument? 

 
(d) What are the main challenges in supporting Member States in achieving goal 3 in your region? 

(e) Any additional comments on goal 3: 
 

List of actions: 

Description of actions: 

List of actions: 

Description of actions: 

Climate change phenomenon and related disturbances pose risks to all types of forests, incl. those 
available for wood supply but also those in protected areas or protective forests.  
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Global forest goal 4 and associated targets 6 

 
Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the 
implementation of sustainable forest management and strengthen scientific and technical cooperation and 
partnerships 

Associated targets 

4.1 Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management and 
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Progress towards target 4.3 

(c) Please specify the actors/stakeholders with which your entity is cooperating: 

X Governments 

X Intergovernmental organizations/processes 

տ Private sector 

X Non-governmental organizations 

տ Other (please specify): 
 
Types of cooperation: 

տ North-South 

տ South-South 

X North-North 

տ Triangular 

X Technical 

տ Financial 

X Other (please specify): policy 

Areas of cooperation: 

X Forests and climate change 

X Forest biodiversity  

X Valuation of the ecosystem services provided by forests 

X Socioeconomic issues, including livelihoods 

X Forest degradation and rehabilitation 

տ Scientific cooperation 

X Forest monitoring/data collection 

տ Technology transfer and capacity development 

տ Production of timber or non-timber products 

X Other (please specify): policy 
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Progress towards target 5.2 

(b) Since 2015, has your entity supported Member States in promoting or participating in National/Regional/Sub-
Regional initiatives to prevent and reduce illegal international trafficking in forest products, wildlife and other 
biological resources? 
X Yes 
տ No  

Comments if needed: 

 

Global forest goal 6 and associated targets 8 

 
Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all levels, including 
within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on 
Forests, as well as across sectors and relevant stakeholders 

Note: targets 6.1 and 6.2 are not included in this section of the reporting format as they address actions taken by the 
international community, and not those taken at the national level 
 
Associated targets 

6.3 Cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation to promote sustainable forest management and halt deforestation 
and forest degradation are significantly enhanced at all levels 

6.4 A greater common understanding of the concept of sustainable forest management is achieved and an 
associated set of indicators is identified 
 
6.5 The input and involvement of major groups and other relevant stakeholders in the implementation of the 
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Progress towards target 6.5 

(e) Have actions been taken by your entity to involve major groups and other relevant stakeholders in the 
implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017–2030? 

X Yes տ No 
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Please provide two to three examples and, if possible, a weblink or weblinks to relevant documentation: 

FOREST EUROPE #DiscoverForest campaign https://foresteurope.org/international-day-forests-
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Success stories 

8. Does your entity have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan 
for forests 2017– 2030? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as weblinks, publications and 
articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and targets and specifying which goals and 
targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories. 
 


