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(c) In view of the cross-cutting nature of issues relating to forests and sustainable forest
management, to consult experts from relevant national ministries, such as those of the environment, economic
development, finance and agriculture, in completing the reporting format and to consult the national focal
points for the forest resources assessments, the Rio Conventions secretariats, other member organizations of
the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, criteria and indicators processes, and relevant stakeholders, where
applicable. Members may also wish to consult stakeholders when preparing their report.

4. The year 2015 is used as a baseline.

5. Where possible, all terms used herein are consistent with the terms and definitions used by the FAO
Global Forest Resources Assessment.

6. Wherever possible, please indicate the source of information or provide a weblink.

General information

National focal point

Name:
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Address:

1 All in Monrovia, Liberia

Email:




Global forest goal 1 and associated targets?

Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including
protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest
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List of actions:

1 Training of staff on wildlife conservation and reforestation practices

Establishment of Wildlife Confiscation Unit/ Division within FDA, Liberia

1 Establishment of Forest Law Enforcement Division within Forestry Development Authority
(FDA), Liberia

1 Establishment of Legality Verification Department (LVD) within Forestry Development
Authority (FDA), Liberia under EU

==

(iii) Financial actions

(iv) Technical and scientific actions

(b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest
instrument?
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(c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?

(d) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to
goal 1, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.

(e)
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2.5 The contribution of all types of forests to biodiversity conservation and climate change mitigation and
adaptation is enhanced, taking into account the mandates and ongoing work of relevant conventions and
instruments

Questions on goal 2

2. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector,
communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets
2.1-2.5?

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of
250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed.

(i) Legislative and policy actions

List of actions:

Establishment of National Benefit Sharing Trust Board (NBSTB)
Establishment of Community Forestry

Regulation for the production and utilization of wood based biomass energy
Regulation on wood processing and value addition of timber

Regulation on forest resource waste/ residues.

= —a _—_a _a _a

Description of actions:
i This National Benefit Sharing Trust Board is a process that will continuous as long as commercial
forestry continues;
1 More Community Forest Management Agreements (CFMASs)continued to be awarded to the Forest

(ii) Institutional actions

List of actions:

Establishment of VPA Secretariat

Establishment of Climate Change Secretariat (CCS)

Establishment of Wildlife and Protected Area Management Law

Establishment of Livelihood support in protected and proposed protected areas

Bamboo and Rattan Resource Development Roadmap by International Network for Bamboo and
Rattan (INBAR)

= —a _—_a _a _a

Description of actions:

1 The VPA Secretariat provides supports to implementation of the FLEGT action plan

1 CCSwill direct and coordinate actions for the implementation of Climate Change

1 The institution will control and direct the efforts towards the management and protection of
wildlife

1 This is to ensure that the protection of natural habitat provide alternative livelihood for forest
fringe communities.

1 This helps to improve the sustainable use and management of Bamboo and Rattan resources in
Liberia.
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(iii) Financial actions

List of actions:

Community Forest Cubic Meter Fee

Land Rental/ Area Fee

Allocation 55% of revenue from the harvest of the forest resources to the affected communities
Co-management regime at established national parks (through park entry, research fee etc)

= —a _—_a _a

Description of actions:

1 Collect at least U$1.00for every cubic meter of wood that is extracted for commercial purpose;

1 Payment of and sharing of the land rental fees between the Government and the Authorized
Forest Communities’

T Fees collected from the national parks be used to promote the livelihood of the communities
around the protected areas.

(iv) (a) Technical and scientific actions

List of actions:

Studies on wood wastes, residues and timber value chains

Wildlife surveys on chimpanzees and elephants population

Development of Forest Emission Level (FEL) for Carbon Sequestration through LFSP
Ongoing studies on nationwide ecotourism potential

Studies on Bamboo and Rattan Value Chain by INBAR

INBAR studies on the Bamboo and Rattan Resources in Liberia

Description of actions:

= —a _—_a _a _a _a

1 This action will provide knowledge on the utilization of forest resource wastes

1 Undertake assessment of chimpanzee and elephant population to provide information and put in
place the management regime for these wildlife.

1 GOL commissions the studies on the potential of ecotourism to enhance the development
strategy of this sector

(b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil
society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 2?

1 Establishment of Small-and Medium Forest Resource Enterprise a33094(e -.96 Tf1 0 0 1 132.02
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(c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest
instrument?

1 It helps to Develop and implement policies that encourage the sustainable management of
forests to provide a wide range of goods and services and that also contribute to poverty
reduction and the development of rural communities.

1 The above actions are catalyst for enhancing the sustainable forest management and the
SDGs especially those that are related to ending poverty and enhancing food security.

(d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 2 in your country?
1 llegal logging
1 Poor infrastructure to support forest sector (industrial set up, small scale units)
I Poor monitoring of finance transactions/ transparency (corruption reporting)
)l

(e) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to
goal 2, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.

(f) Any additional comments on goal 2:
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Global forest goal 3 and associated targets®

Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably
managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests

Associated targets

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area-
based conservation measures is significantly increased

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased

3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased

Questions on goal 3

3. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector,
communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets
3.1-3.3?

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of
250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed.

Q)] Legislative and policy actions

List of actions:

1 30% of Liberia’s Forest cover allocated for Protected Area Management (to date 475,390 ha
area under protected area management)

1 501,765 ha area for proposed protected area (another 137,044 ha earmarked)

Over 550,000 ha of forested land allocated to Community Forestry for Long Term SFM

T 1.08 million hectares allocated under Forest Management Contracts (25 Year felling Cycles)

=

Description of actions:

1 Efforts are exhausted to improve the outreach and support to local communities around PAs so
that they can be encouraged to work together with FDA officials to monitor, maintain boundaries
and buffer zones, and other activities that facilitate effective management.

1 Sustainable livelihoods for the communities living near or within the PAs also need to be improved
so that they (communities can be fully engaged in forest management jointly with the FDA.

{1  Traditional knowledge and the innovative practices of forest-based communities directly related
to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity can be better promoted.

® Goal 3 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets 7.2, 12.2,
12.6, 12.7, 14.2, 14.5, 15.2 and 15.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals, as well as Aichi Biodiversity
Targets 7, 11, 12 and 16, and are supported by paragraphs 6 (p), (q) and (x) and 7 (f) and (g) of the United
Nations forest instrument.
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(ii)

(iii)
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Institutional actions

List of actions:
T Over 30 Community Forest Management Agreements awarded to authorized forest communities
1 2 Protected Areas established as National Parks (South eastern and North Western Regions).

Description of actions:
1 The CFMAs are means of allowing the communities to participate in the management of the
natural forests and benefit sharing strategy of the forest resources.

Financial actions

List of actions:

1 Allow the Authorized Forest Communities (AFCs)to take a share of 55% of the fees, taxes and
charges from the extraction of the forest resource.

Description of actions:

1 55% of every revenue generated from the extraction of the forest resources are deposited into
the Community Management Account until projects are identified by the AFC members in
accordance to the Community Rights Law (CRL 2009) and the Regulation.




(iv)
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X Yes O No

If yes, please specify the sources:

X[ Public domestic funding

XO Private domestic funding

X[ Public international funding, including official development assistance
X[ Private international funding

XO Blended financing

Please describe the main challenges in mobilizing funds in a maximum of 250 words:

1 Inadequate capacity in developing forest financing strategy;

1 Inadequate capacity to develop bankable projects for SFM;

T Lack of financial capacity to run day to day operations towards monitoring, enforcement and
forest governance;

T  Poor infrastructure within and outside Forestry Sector.
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Progress towards target 4.3

(d) Is your country (the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society or others)
engaged in international cooperation to promote sustainable forest management?

XO Yes O No

If yes, please specify the entity or entities with which your country is cooperating:
O Governments

XO Intergovernmental organizations/processes

XO Private sector

X[ Non-governmental organizations

XO Other

Types of cooperation:
O North-South

XO South-South

O North-North

O Triangular

XO Technical

XO Financial

O Other (please specify):

Areas of cooperation:

X0O Forests and climate change

XO Forest biodiversity

XO Valuation of the ecosystem services provided by forests
X0O Socioeconomic issues, including livelihoods

XO Forest degradation and rehabilitation

X0O Scientific cooperation

X[ Forest monitoring/data collection

X0O Technology transfer and capacity development

XO Production of timber or non-timber products

O Other (please specify):

Progress towards target 4.4

(e) Since 2015, has your Government developed or implemented financing strategies to achieve
sustainable forest management and to implement the United Nations forest instrument?

O Yes X[H No
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If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:

1 LRA-FDA Tax collection monitoring
1 FDA-
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(f) What types of mechanism are in place to involve stakeholders in forest/ sustainable forest management
policy formulation, planning and implementation?

Please specify in a maximum of 250 words:

Progress towards target 5.4

(9) Are mechanisms in place to involve the forest sector in cross-sectoral coordination among
government agencies in charge of land use planning and development?

X®Yes O No

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:

Global forest goal 6 and associated targets®
Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all levels,

including within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the Collaborative
Partnership on Forests, as well as across sectors and relevan
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Questions on goal 6

6. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 6 and its associated
targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.

1 Public Awareness and the sensitization of efforts on the UNFI through dialogues and discourses;

T Involvement of stakeholders in formulation and development of national policies and regulatory
frameworks on forest management at both national and county levels;

1 Periodic of forest sector donor meeting that included international Partners that are contributing
to the sustainable management of Liberia’s forests and forest resources.

(b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to goal 6,
please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.

{1 Liberia is implementing the Paris Agreement in compliance to the outcome of the UNFCCC. We are
moving toward implementation of forest restoration programme as a means of increasing forest cover.
Up to 500 hectares of degraded forest areas are been restored,;

1 Intensive ROAM activities have been carried on with the support of West Africa Biodiversity and
Climate Change (WA BiCC

Progress towards target 6.4 (criteria and indicators)
(c) Are criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management used in your country?
X® Yes O No
If yes, please specify which sets are used:
O National or subnational
XE Regional or international®

O Other (please specify):

10 For instance, those used by the International Tropical Timber Organization, Forest Europe, the Montreal
Process and the Tarapoto Proposal on Criteria and Indicators for Sustainability of Amazonian Forests.
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For which of the following purposes are they used? (Multiple answers possible)

E To generate information for national reports on forest conditions and management
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Progress towards target 6.4 (communication and awareness)

(d)
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(b) What action has been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society
or others) in your country in observance of the International Day of Forests?

Cultural activities (for example, art, music, film and theatre)
Educational activities (for example, workshops and symposiums)
Media activities (for example, newspapers, magazines, television and radio)

Social media activities

O i = =] =

Other

Please provide two to three examples and, if possible, a weblink or weblinks to relevant documentation:

1 The Forestry Development Authority (FDA) website (www.fda.gov.Ir)

Success stories

8. Do you have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for
forests 2017-2030 in your country? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as
weblinks, publications and articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and targets
and specifying which goals and targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories.

Success story 1: Liberia ambition to fulfil its commitments to set 30% of it forest areas for conservation of
biodiversity and ecosystem services

Action taken: Establishment of two (2) protected forest areas in addition to other protected areas before 2015
including: Kranh-Grebo National Park and the Gola National Park

Goals and targets addressed:

Global Forest Goal 1 : Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through SFM, including protection,
restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation and contribute to
the global effort of addressing climate change.

Target : 1.1: Forest area is increased by 3% worldwide
Outcome and results achieved:

I Two (2) protected areas for park established
1 Functional Protected Area Management Plan in place
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