
Page | 1 

 

mailto:unff@un.org
mailto:unff@un.org




Page | 3 

 

 

 



Page | 4  

 

 

 (ii) Institutional actions 

 

 

 

 (iii) Financial actions 

 

 

  

List of actions: 

- the Urban Forestry Forum composed of relevant National Government Departments, 

Municipalities, Institute of Environment and Recreation Management, Non-Governmental 

Organisations, Universities and Research Institutions launched in October 2019 

- Forestry development forums have been established in the affected provinces to drive Forest 

Enterprise development including afforestation 

 

Description of actions: The Department has developed the action plan for afforestation in Eastern Cape 

and KwaZulu-Natal to guide and ensure accurate records in order to realize the areas to be afforested. 

Forestry development forums have been established in the affected provinces to drive Forest Enterprise 

development including afforestation to ensure that the areas available for planting are utilised by the 



Page | 5 

 

 

 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

List of actions:  

- Training , capacity and information session conducted regularly to stakeholders including students at Institutions of Higher Learning, the 

Judiciary, law enforcement agencies   and the general public 

- Developed National Sector Research and Development Strategy (NFSRDS) 

- Established National Forest Research forum in 2015 for implementation of the NFSRDS  

- Currently reviewing strategic objectives of NFSRDS  

- Developed National Forest Protection Strategy 

- 
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 (b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Na tions forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?  

 

  

 (d) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 1, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  
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 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 2 in your country?  

 

 

 (e) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 2, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 

 

 (f) Any additional comments on goal 2:  

 

 

 

  

N/A 

 

The forest instrument calls for Member States to mobilise funds to support sustainable forest 

management, therefore the action of Forestry Development Funding Framework seeks to ensure that 

forest dependent people may access funds through gra
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 Global forest goal 3 and associated targets6 
 

 

 Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably 

managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests  
 

 Associated targets 
 

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area -

based conservation measures is significantly increased  

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased  

3.3 Th



Page | 12  

 

 (ii) Institutional actions 

 

 

 (iii) Financial actions 

 

 

  

List of actions:  

N/A 

Description of actions: 

N/A  

List of actions:  

N/A 

Description of actions:  

N/A 
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 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

 (b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 3?  

 

 

 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 3 in your country?  

 

 

List of actions:  

- National Certification Standard developed  and submitted for legal scrutiny 

- Forest Industry applied to the  Programme for Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) for 

the  endorsement of the  South African Assurance Scheme using the National Certification 

Standard 

- Participated at the meeting for strengthening Criteria, Indicators  and Standards for SFM which 

was held in Cameroon on  27-29 May 2019 

- Participated at a training  on forest certification for Eastern and Southern Africa held in Kenya 

7-11 December 2015 

Description of actions: It is perceived that the current FSC scheme implemented in South Africa excludes 

emerging timber farmers due to the cumbersome requirements. FSC certified plantations in the country is 

at 82% in the country, the highest in the world in terms of proportional plantation area and the aim of 

government is to increase the areas which sustainably managed and the National Certification Standard 

is one of the tools for achieving this objective. 

A Protected Area Expansion Strategy was developed and is being implemented steadily. Efforts 

are underway to get the National Certification Standard endorsed by the PEFC for 

implementation and involvement of small timber growers. On regular basis, forest areas and 

other areas are being declared as protected under various legislation implemented by different 

government Departments. 

 

The National Forest Certification Standard is an all inclusive standard which also caters for Small, 

Medium and Micro Enterprises and bringing a lot of role players on board will ensure maximum 

participation and therefore significantly increase the area under sustainable forest 

management. 

 

It took the country a very long time to get the National Certification Standard developed due 

to resistance from big role-players in the commercial forestry industry. The C& Is system for 

SFM is not fully implemented since it is voluntary at the current moment leading to static area 

of certified plantations. 
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4.3 North-South, South-South, North-North and triangular cooperation and public-private partnerships on 

science, technology and innovation in the forest sector are significantly enhanced and increased  

4.4 The number of countries that have developed and implemented forest financing strategies and have access 

to financing from all sources is significantly increased  

4.5 The collection, availability and accessibility of forest-related information is improved through, for 

example, multidisciplinary scientific assessments  

 

 Questions on goal 4 
 

4. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal 4 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.  

 

 

 (b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 4, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 

 Progress towards targets 4.1 and 4.2 
 

 (c) Since 2015, has your country (the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society or 

others) been able to mobilize significantly increased financial resources for the implementation of sustainable 

forest management? 

տ Yes X տ No 

If yes, please specify the sources: 

տ Public domestic funding X 

տ Private domestic funding 

տ Public international funding, including official development assistance  

տ Private international funding 

տ Blended financing  

 

Please describe the main challenges in mobilizing funds in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

-  Funding (National budget) obtained for national forest resources assessment in two provinces 

as pilot study 

- In the financial year 2016/17  Government committed funds to assist with EIAs in KwaZulu-

Natal for an area of 5 000ha and Records of decisions have been issued for an area of about  

2 450 ha 

 

No VNC made by government 

South Africa’s economy is growing at a low rate and there are competing priorities, particularly 

government is paying more attention to socio-economic aspects such as housing, education and 

crime prevention to which most financial resources are directed. This leads to low budget 

allocation for forestry, which inhibits promotion and implementation of forestry programmes.  
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 Questions on goal 5 
 

5. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal  
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If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

 (f)  What types of mechanism are in place to involve stakeholders in forest/ sustainable forest 

management policy formulation, planning and implementation? 

Please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

 

 

 Progress towards target 5.4 
 

 (g) Are mechanisms in place to involve the forest sector in cross-sectoral coordination among 

government agencies in charge of land use planning and development?  

տ Yes  տ No X 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words:  

 

 

 

 Global forest goal 6 and associated targets9  
 

 

 Enhance cooperation, coordination, coherence and synergies on forest-related issues at all levels, 

including within the United Nations system and across member organizations of the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests, as well as across sectors and relevant stakeholders  
 

Note: targets 6.1 and 6.2 are not included in this section of the reporting format as they address actions taken 

by the international community, and not those taken at the national level  

 

 Associated targets 
 

6.3 Cross-sectoral coordination and cooperation to promote sustainable forest management and halt 

deforestation and forest degradation are significantly enhanced at all levels  

                                                           
 9  Goal 6 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement  of, among other things, target 17.14 of the 

Sustainable Development Goals and are supported by paragraphs 6 (b), (c), (g), (m) and (w) and 7 (r) and 

(s) of the United Nations forest instrument.  

The Department (DEFF) has set up a Working Group on Timber. This working group involving 

officials of various enforcement branches and the Branch Forestry, as well as TRAFFIC, 

monitors and address issues arising from cross-border timber trade. This Working Group 

developed guidelines for timber monitoring.  

 

 

There are several Task Team and Working Groups established for coordination of processes in 

the country. 

 

There is no dedicated mechanism for land use planning and development in the country, 

however, if landuse affect forests, the relevant Department is approached to make comments 

on such projects. 
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are not sufficiently enforced, as they are voluntary. It was the intention of Government to make this 

compulsory but there is a perceived level of ob恉 oention 
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 (e) Have actions been taken by your Government to involve major groups and other relevant 

stakeholders in the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017 –2030?  

տ Yes X տ No 

 

 

If yes, please specify in a maximum of 250 words: 

 

 

 Other questions  
 

7. (a) Since 2015, has your country taken action to promote gender equality in the forest sector?  

տ Yes X  տ No 

If yes, please indicate action taken with regard to the following:  

տ Women’s effective access to the control and use of forest resources X 

տ Women’s effective participation in decision-making at the household and community levels X 

տ Women’s effective participation and representation in forest management institutions  X 

տ Other 

 

Please provide a brief description: 

 

 

 (b) What action has been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society 

or others) in your country in observance of the International Day of Forests?  

տ Cultural activities (for example, art, music, film and theatre)  

տ Educational activities (for example, workshops and symposiums) X 

տ Media activities (for example, newspapers, magazines, television and radio)  

տ Social media activities  

տ Other 

The Department of International Relations and Cooperation, with the National Statistical office 

(Statistics South Africa) are leading the processes of the development of national targets to be 

met by stakeholders (public and private) by 2030. There is a forum in place consisting of various 

government department and other stakeholders, which is responsible for planning and 

implementation of plans to achieve the SDGs targets. Statistics South Africa is responsible for 

national reporting on the SDG process. 

 

The country has a Forest Sector Charter for transformation in the sector. The Charter binds social 

partners (government, labour and business) to achieve certain targets pertaining to forest 

ownership, control and management across all levels with emphasis on involvement of 

previously disadvantaged groups, women and youth. 
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier Linkages to globally agreed goals and targets  

       7.  Area of 

degraded forest 

3. Forest health and 

vitality 

Hectares 3 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier Linkages to globally agreed goals and targets  

       17. Existence of 

national or 

subnational 

forest 

assessment 

process 

7. Legal, policy and 

institutional 

framework 

References 1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

4.5 of the United Nations strategic 

plan for forests 2017–2030 

18. Existence of 

national or 

subnational 

stakeholder 

platform for 

participation in 

forest policy 

development 

7. Legal, policy and 

institutional 

framework 

References 1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessments  

Measures progress towards target 

4.5 of the United Nations strategic 

plan for forests 2017–2030 

19. Proportion of 

forest area 

under a long-

term forest 

management 

plan  

7. Legal, policy and 

institutional 

framework 

Percentage 1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

15.2 of the Sustainable 

Development Goals, targets 1.3 

and 3.2 of the United Nations 

strategic plan for forests 2017–

2030 and Aichi Biodiversity 

Target 7. Subindicator of 

Sustainable Development Goal 

indicator 15.2.1 

20. Forest area 

under an 

independently 

verified forest 

management 

certification 

scheme 

7. Legal, policy and 

institutional 

framework 

Hectares 1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 

Assessment  

Measures progress towards target 

15.2 of the Sustainable 


