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Secretary
Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Attn: Director General
Ocean Affairs, Environment and Climate Change

IJnited Nations Forum on Forests ( IINFF )

This has reference to your letter no. MFA/OA/LINEPI2I dated on 16.08.2019 on the above.

Please find the attached completed format for Voluntary National Reporting for onward
transmission to the I-INFF Secretariat.

Your kind cooperation in this regard is highly appreciated.

Copy to: Acting Director (Forest Resources), Ministry of Mahaweli Development and
Environment
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Country:   Sri Lanka 

Date of submission:   15.11.2019 

 

Format for reporting on progress towards the implementation of the United Nations 

strategic plan for forests 2017–2030, the United Nations forest instrument and 

voluntary national contributions1 
 

 

1. The format is structured around the global forest goals and targets of the United Nations strategic plan 

for forests 2017ï2030 and builds on the format previously used for reporting to the United Nations Forum on 

Forests at its eleventh session. It is largely narrative, reflecting the qualitative nature of many of the targets.  

2. Only information that is not currently provided to the member organizations of the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests or that is not in other international databases is requested. The information submitted 

will be supplemented with quantitative data, among other things, from the following international data 

providers:  

 (a) 

mailto:unff@un.org
mailto:unff@un.org
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 (c) In view of the cross-cutting nature of issues relating to forests and sustainable forest 

management, to consult experts from relevant national ministries, such as those of the environment, economic 

development, finance and agriculture, in completing the reporting format and to consult the national focal 

points for the forest resources assessments, the Rio Conventions secretariats, other member organizations of 

the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, criteria and indicators processes, and relevant stakeholders, where 

applicable. Members may also wish to consult stakeholders when preparing their report.  

4. The year 2015 is used as a baseline. 

5. Where possible, all terms used herein are consistent with the terms and definitions used by the FAO 

Global Forest Resources Assessment.  

6. Wherever possible, please indicate the source of information or provide a weblink.  

 

 General information 
 

 

 National Focal Point 
 

Name:  Mr. Anura Dissanayake 

Title:  Secretary 

Address:  ñSobadam Piyasaò, No.416/C/1, Robert Gunawardena Mawatha, 

Battaramulla, Sri Lanka 

Organization:  Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment  

Telephone:  +94112034121 

Email:  sec@mahaweli.gov.lk 

 

 

 Person to contact concerning the national report, if someone other than the National Focal Point 
 

Name:  Mr A.W. M. Rifa Wadood 

Title:  Acting Director (Forest Resources and Watershed Management) 

Address: ñSobadam Piyasaò, No.416/C/1, Robert Gunawardena Mawatha, 

Battaramulla, Sri Lanka 

Organization:  Ministry of Mahaweli Development and Environment  

Telephone:  +94718127263 

mailto:cgfsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:cgfsoffice@gmail.com
mailto:cgfoffice1@gmail.com
mailto:cgfoffice1@gmail.com
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 Global forest goal 1 and associated targets2  
 

 

 Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including 

protection, restoration, afforestation and reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest 

degradation and contribute to the global effort of addressing climate change  
 

 Associated targets 
 

1.1 Forest area is increased by 3 per cent worldwide3  

1.2 
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 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

 (b) How do the actions listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (c) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 1 in your country?  

 

 

 (d) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 1, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

These actions are well fit with the United Nations Forest Instruments especially for sustainable 

management of forest resources. 

 

Major challenge for enhancement of forests is the population growth and development. 

Increased demand for natural resources to provide needs of the increasing population creates 

pressure on forests. 

 

List of actions:  

Training of stakeholders on Forest Restoration. (Continuous) 

Preparation of Guidelines for Forest Restoration. (Continuous)
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 (e) Any additional comments on goal 1:  

 

 

 

 Global forest goal 2 and associated targets5  
 

 

 Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, including by improving the 
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2. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector, 

communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets 

2.1ï2.5?  

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of 

250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed.  

 

 (i) Legislative and policy actions  

 

 

 (ii) Institutional actions 

 

 

  

List of actions  

Objectives and strategies of National forestry policy remain unchanged. (Continuous) 

Strengthen the legal provisions to obtain benefits from forests to local communities. (Continuous) 

Develop policy strategies to involve local communities in Ecotourism. (Continuous) 

Develop policy strategies to produce edible products in forest restoration. (Planning) 

Description of actions 

There are forest dependant people around the forests. They collect Non Timber Forest Product (NTFP), 

obtain drinking water and encroach forest lands. The legal provisions were strengthened for sustainable 

use of the resources and to control harmful forest dependence action. Rural youths and communities are 

given the opportunity to take part in Ecotourism as an alternative income generation activity. 

List of actions:  

People were issued permits to collect NTFPs from the forests. (Continuous) 

Provide opportunities to local people to involve in ecotourism activities in forest areas as guides, service 

providers.  (Continuous) 

Regulate drinking water tapping in natural forests in order to share the water resource equitably. 

(Continuous) 

Establish agroforestry woodlots with local communities. (Continuous) 

Establish trees which produce edible fruits or other products with other forest tree species in reforestation 

programmes. (Continuous) 
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 (iii) Financial actions 

 

 

 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

 (b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 2?  

 

 

 

List of actions:  

Facilitate of channelling funds from other sectors to communities to develop ecotourism facilities and 

drinking water facilities. 

 

Description of actions:  

 

List of actions:  

Implement the National Forest Inventory.  

Update Forest Cover Map. 

Description of actions:  

National Forest Inventory is done island wide to assess bio diversity, growing stock and other 

hydrological parameter of forests.  
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 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (d) 
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 Global forest goal 3 and associated targets6 
 

 

 Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably 

managed forests, as well as the proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests  
 

 Associated targets 
 

3.1 The area of forests worldwide designated as protected areas or conserved through other effective area -

based conservation measures is significantly increased  

3.2 The area of forests under long-term forest management plans is significantly increased  

3.3 The proportion of forest products from sustainably managed forests is significantly increased  

 

 Questions on goal 3 
 

3. (a) Since 2015, what types of action have been taken (by the Government, the private sector, 

communities, civil society or others) in your country to advance or contribute to the achievement of targets 

3.1ï3.3?  

Please indicate to which targets the actions relate and briefly describe the results to date (in a maximum of 

250 words). For each action, please indicate whether it is continuous, planned, in progress or completed.  

 

 (i) Legislative and policy actions  

 

 

  

                                                           
 6  Goal 3 and its targets support and contribute to the achievement of, among other things, targets  7.2, 12.2, 

12.6, 12.7, 14.2, 14.5, 15.2 and 
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 (ii) Institutional actions 

 

 

 (iii) Financial actions 

 

 

  

List of actions:  

Declaration of forests as protected areas. 

Forest survey and demarcation. 

Preparation of Forest Management Plans for protected areas. 

Manage the production plantations to increase the productivity. 

Description of actions 

The protected area of the country was increased by three percent from 2015 to 2019. These forests were 

surveyed and demarcated to provide physical protection.  

List of actions:  

Obtained government funds for above actions. 
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 (iv) Technical and scientific actions 

 

 

 (b) What other action is being taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil 

society or others) in your country in support of the achievement of goal 3?  

 

 

 (c) How does the action listed above support the implementation of the United Nations forest 

instrument? 

 

 

 (d) What are the main challenges in achieving goal 3 in your country?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List of actions:  

Use GPS coordinates for declaration of forests. 

Use Geographic Information System for forest zonation. 

 

 

The actions above are important in implementing UN Forest instrument. 

 

 

  It is challenging to declare new protected areas mainly due to social and political pressure. 
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 (e) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 3, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 

 

 (f) Any additional comments on goal 3:  

 

 

 

 

 Global forest goal 4 and associated targets7  
 

 

 Mobilize significantly increased, new and additional financial resources from all sources for the 

implementation of sustainable forest management and strengthen scientific and technical cooperation 

and partnerships  
 

 Associated targets 
 

4.1 Mobilize significant resources from all sources and at all levels to finance sustainable forest management 

and provide adequate incentives to developing countries to advance such management, including for 

conservation and reforestation  

4.2 Forest-related financing from all sources at all levels, including public (national, bilateral, multilateral 

and triangular), private and philanthropic financing, is significantly increased  

4.3 North-South, South-South, North-North and triangular cooperation and public-private partnerships on 

science, technology and innovation in the forest sector are significantly enhanced and increased  

4.4 The number of countries that have developed and implemented forest financing strategies and have access 

to financing from all sources is significantly increased  

4.5 The collection, availability and accessibility of forest-related information is improved through, for 

example, multidisciplinary scientific assessments  

 

 Questions on goal 4 
 

4. (a) 
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 Progress towards target 4.3 
 

 (d) Is your country (the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society or others) 

engaged in international cooperation to promote sustainable forest management?  

✓տ Yes  տ No 

If yes, please specify the entity or entities with which your country is cooperating:  

✓տ Governments 

✓տ Intergovernmental organizations/processes 

տ Private sector 

✓տ Non-governmental organizations 

տ Other 

 

Types of cooperation: 

✓տ North-South  

✓տ South
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If yes, what is the time frame for these strategies (multiple answers possible, if there is more than one 

strategy)? 

տ 2ï5 years 

✓տ 5ï10 years 

տ
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 Questions on goal 6 
 

6. (a) Please describe major actions taken in your country to move towards goal  6 and its associated 

targets. More detailed information on actions for each target may be supplied below.  

 

 

 (b) If your Government has announced a voluntary national contribution or contributions relating to 

goal 6, please provide brief information, including target dates and the progress made thus far.  

 

 

 

 Progress towards target 6.4 (criteria and indicators)  
 

 (c) Are criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management used in your country?  

տ Yes  ✓տ No 

If yes, please specify which sets are used: 

տ National or subnational 

տ Regional or international10  

տ Other (please specify): 

 

For which of the following purposes are they used? (Multiple answers possible)  

տ To generate information for national reports on forest conditions and management  

տ To monitor and assess forest conditions and management  

տ To review and develop national forest policies and tools for sustainable forest management  

տ To communicate with society and carry out dialogue with stakeholders  

տ To report on forests to regional and international organizations (please specify):  

 

  

  

                                                           
 10  For instance, tinst
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 Progress towards target 6.4 (communication and awareness) 
 

 (d) 
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Please provide a brief description:  

 

 

 (b) What action has been taken (by the Government, the private sector, communities, civil society 

or others) in your country in observance of the International Day of Forests?  

տ Cultural activities (for example, art, music, film and theatre)  

✓տ Educational activities (for example, workshops and symposiums)  

տ Media activities (for example, newspapers, magazines, television and radio)  

տ Social media activities 

տ Other 

Please provide two to three examples and, if possible, a weblink or weblinks to relevant d ocumentation: 

 

 

 Success stories 
 

8. Do you have any success stories relating to the implementation of the United Nations strategic plan for 

forests 2017ï2030 in your country? If so, please provide a brief description, with references (such as 

weblinks, publications and articles), showing how the action contributed to achieving the goals and targets 

and specifying which goals and targets are relevant. Please provide a maximum of three success stories.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rural women participate in most of the meetings conducted at the field level. They involve in 

decision making and implementing the decisions.  

 

 

 

Success story 1: Private Sector Participation in Forest Restoration 

 

Action taken: Restore degraded forest areas through promoting natural regeneration and planting limited 
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 Indicator 
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 Indicator Thematic element Unit Tiera Data supplier Linkages to globally agreed goals and targets  

       17. Existence of 

national or 

subnational 

forest 

assessment 

process 

7. Legal, policy and 

institutional 

framework 

References 1 FAO Global 

Forest 

Resources 
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