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UNFF I ntersessional Activities on the International Arrangement on Forests
Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests
United Nations Forum on Forests Secretariat
July 2013

1. According to the multi-year programme of work adopted in 2007, the overall theme of the eleventh
session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF11) in 2015 will be “Forests: progress, challenges
and the way forward for the international arrangement on forests (IAF).” At this session, the Forum will
review the effectiveness of the IAF and decide on its future.1

2. In preparation for UNFF11 in 2015, the Forum has made a number of decisions during the last
fourteen years.2 Most recently, Member States through Resolution 10/2 of UNFF10 decided to undertake

several intersessional activities to ensure UNFF11 has a strong basis to review the effectiveness of the
IAF and make a decision on the future of the |AF.

3. One of the three components of the intersessional activities on the IAF, as outlined in Resolution
10/2 of UNFFI10, is to solicit views from Member States and other relevant stakeholders on the IAF.
Specifically, the Resolution invites countries, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, its member
organizations, other relevant organizations, relevant regional and subregiona forest-related mechanisms,
ingtitutions, instruments, organizations and processes, magjor groups and other stakeholders to submit
views and proposals to the Forum’s Secretariat



Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: National System of Conservation Areas, MINAE
Name of official submitting the views: Sonia Lobo Valverde, Focal Point
Address: Avenida 15 Calle 1°, (Barrio Tournon al costado Sur de la ULACIT)

Phone/Fax: (506) 2257-9722
E-mail: sonia.lobo@sinac.go.cr

Section A: Full range of optionsfor the | AF

A.1 Please select (with X in front of the options below) and explain the preferred option for the future of the
IAF:

A legally binding instrument on all types of forests
Strengthening of the current IAF

Continuation of the current IAF

Other options (please describe)

L0

Among the purposes of the IAF, this
opportunity to strengthen the sustainable
management of forests worldwide and meet
the legally binding instrument on all types of
n forests. In addition, to promote the protection
and sustainable management of forests, the
contemplation of the many services that
ecosystems provide all comprehensive. Also,
strengthen action to address threats to which
they are exposed by anthropogenic and
natural activities, including climate change. -

Section B: Performance of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) and its processes since 2000,
and future optionsfor UNFF

B.1 Please explain if you consider the current UNFF structure and its biennial sessions as sufficient to take
necessary actions and to provide policy advice and guidance on all issues related to all types of forests and at

al levels: The current structure is considered appropriate UNFF and its biannual meetings, but
the facilitation, advice and encouragement for the development of regional activities is
recommended, taking advantage of the spaces, the FAO regional commissions, and the like in
order to provide information, create synergies and facilitate knowledge, socialization and




strengthening non-



B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs:

. Active participation in processes developing Sustainable Development Goals and the
Development Agenda Post-2015, to ensure the relevance of different types of forests and
sustainable management, taking into account environmental, social and economic aspects, the
poverty reduction, climate change, and many other subjects

. Keep informed the parties of the developed processes and determine the best way to
take into account the positions and contributions.
. Conducting the assessment of overall forest objectives and their contribution to SDGs

is recommended.




. Promote the reduction of deforestation and degradation, forest fires, pests and
diseases, and contributing the reduction of poverty and improvement of sustainable
livelihoods.

Plan and coordinate activities with various stakeholders as part of these celebrations, in order
to communicate effectively to multilevel and multi-sectoral.

Create synergies with other similar activities at international and national level.

Section C: The Non-Legally Binding I nstrument on All Types of Forests (Forest | nstrument) and the
four Global Objectiveson Forests (GOFSs)

C.1 Pleaseindicate progress in the implementation of the forest instrument:

X] Adequate
[ ] Inadequate
[] Notsure

C.2 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:

. It is necessary to promote the dissemination and knowledge to the countries within
the scope of NLBI. Facilitating linkage to regional processes and national forest programs and
any regional process

. Because the organizations of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, which are
operating in most countries of the world, it is important to create synergies and actions to
provide information and collaboration in knowledge and implementation NLBI.

As examples:



. Formulating guidelines and technical series, in different languages to guide the
incorporation into national forest programs, as well as other technical and political issues.

C.3 Please indicate progressin achieving the GOFs:



Environmental Sustainability, Governance, Growth and Employment, Health, Hunger,
nutrition and food security, inequalities, population dynamics, energy and water. There is a
direct and indirect relationship with the UNFF, the non-legal

. Track and active participation in the processes followed to prepare the agenda and the
development of ODS from 2015.

Section D: The Forum’s Secretariat

D.1 Pleaseindicate if you consider the structure, human and financia resources of the compact Secretariat of
the UNFF adequate to fulfill its mandates:

X] Adequate
[ ] Inadequate
[] Notsure

Additional explanation:

Provide required human and financial resources to strengthen the Secretariat of the UNFF,
allowing the implementation of its functions efficiently and effectively. Also, to facilitate
knowledge and implement the Non-Legally Binding Instrument.

D.2 Please provide suggestion(s) on strengthening the Secretariat of the Forum to enable it to fulfill its
functions more effectively:

. Negotiations with the United Nations, states and organizations, and others deemed
relevant, to improve funding for the UNFF
. Should design and implement communication mechanisms to publicize the extent of

the UNFF and its instruments, as well as contribute to a better understanding of the
importance of sustainable forest management. Undoubtedly these measures will help to
improve the information and performance of its members and their national focal points.

. Designing publications in different languages on the UNFF, their structures, the Non-
Legally Binding Instrument and GOPS, which facilitates communication actions that take place
at different levels.

D.3 Please provide suggestion(s) on how the Forum Secretariat’s role, as a CPF member and as CPF
secretariat, should be strengthened:

. Develop technical guidelines to facilitate understanding and issues related to UNFF
and sustainable forest management
. Create networks with organizations and member states.
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