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1. According to the multi-year programme of work adopted in 2007, the overall theme of the eleventh
session of the United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF11) in 2015 will be “Forests: progress, challenges
and the way forward for the international arrangement on forests (IAF).” At this session, the Forum will
review the effectiveness of the IAF and decide on its future.1

2. In preparation for UNFF11 in 2015, the Forum has made a number of decisions during the last
fourteen years.2 Most recently, Member States through Resolution 10/2 of UNFF10 decided to undertake

several intersessional activities to ensure UNFF11 has a strong basis to review the effectiveness of the
IAF and make a decision on the future of the |AF.

3. One of the three



Format for Soliciting Views and Proposals on the International Arrangement on Forests (IAF)
July 2013

Ministry / Organization: Ministry of Environment and Renewable Energy
Name of official submitting the views: K.P. Ariyadasa
Address: Forest Department, 82 Rajamalwatta Road, Battaramulla, Sri Lanka



B.4 Please describe the potential roles for UNFF in implementing the UN post-2015 development agenda
and the SDGs: Seven thematic areas in sustainable forest management, Non legally binding
instrument on all type of forests and four global objectives of forests have already been
agreed upon through the UNFF process and this need to be continued with a better

monitoring mechanism.
B.5 Please describe the role and impact of Country-Led Initiatives and ad hoc expert groups in the work of

the UNFF: Country led initiative and ad hoc expert groups provide valuble inputs to the UNFF
sessions that can be used as the base for delebarations by the membeleb



GOFL: L] X []
GOF2: Y [] []
GOF3: Y [] []
GOF4: L] X []

C.4 Please provide suggestions on how to improve progress:Loss of forest cover, both quality and
guantity, is the most important issue to address and some sort of binding mechanism, legally
or otherwise, is needed to arrest the loss of forest cover. Proper implementation of REDD+
initiaves will help to meet the first 3 global objectives up to some extent.

C.5 Please explain how implementation of the forest instrument has contributed to the implementation of
forest-related international conventions,




E.1 Please explain the impacts and sufficiency of the programs and actions taken by CPF and CPF member
organizations in implementing resolutions and supporting the work of UNFF since its inception: CPF
member organizations are engaged in forestry activities for many years and their efforts have
provided good support for the implemenation of UNFF resolutions. These initiatives have a
good impact on UNFF programs but not sufficient to meet all the commitments.

E.2 Please describe how the CPF and its member organizations can further contribute to the work of the
UNFF, and how to ensure availability of necessary resources for its activities in support of the work of the

Forum: CPF member initiatives need to be harmonized with the UNFF programd and shold be
taken in to consideration in project design. Prgress monitoring can be done against the agreed
principles under the UNFF.

Section F: Financing options and strategies

F.1 Please provide views on financing options and strategies, including the creation of a voluntary Global
Forest Fund, to generate resources from all sources for sustainable management of all types of forests and

trees outside forests: Sustainable forest management is practced by many countries through
national programs and lack of funding has been the main obstacle in achiving desired
outcomes. Establishing a Global Forest Fund is one of the best initiatives to promote the SFM
activities especailly in the developing countries. Having a legally binding instrument for all
type of forests would help secure more donor funding. Trees outside the forests(TROF) play a
vital role in forest conservation and remains as an agricultural source. Due recognition need
to be given to TROF through UNFF and other UN organizations in order to promote the
development of this important resource.

F.2 Please suggest concrete steps that UNFF, CPF members and other organizations should undertake to
develop forest financing options:
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