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Principles 

8. Our digital cooperation will be guided by the purposes and principles of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the following cross-cutting and mutually 
reinforcing principles: 

(a) The inclusive participation of all States and other stakeholders is the 
cornerstone of this Compact. Our cooperation will close the digital divides within and 
between States and advance an equitable digital environment for all; 

(b) This Compact is development-oriented and rooted in the 2030 Agenda. 
Our cooperation will harness technologies to fast-track progress, eradicate poverty 
and leave no one behind. This includes targeted efforts to address the needs of 
developing countries, in particular the least developed countries, landlocked 
developing countries and small island developing States, as well as the specific 
challenges facing middle-income countries; 

(c) This Compact is anchored in international law, including international 
human rights law. All human rights, including civil, political, economic, social and 
cultural rights, and fundamental freedoms, must be respected, protected and promoted 
online and offline. Our cooperation will harness digital technologies to advance all 
human rights, including the rights of the child, the rights of persons with disabilities 
and the right to development; 

(d) Gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls and their 
full, equal and meaningful participation in the digital space are essential to close the 
gender digital divide and advance sustainable development. Our cooperation will 
empower all women and girls, encourage leadership of women, mainstream a gender 
perspective and counter and eliminate all forms of violence, including sexual and 
gender-based violence that occurs through or is amplified by the use of technology; 

(e) Digital technologies unlock new capabilities and opportunities for 
advancing environmental sustainability. Our cooperation will leverage digital 
technologies for sustainability while minimizing their negative environmental impacts; 

(f) Equitable and meaningful inclusion in the digital economy requires 
tackling existing concentrations of technological capacity and market power. Our 
cooperation will aim to ensure that the benefits of digital cooperation are fairly 
distributed and do not exacerbate existing inequalities or impede the full achievement 
of sustainable development; 

(g) Accessible and affordable data and digital technologies and services are 
essential to enable every person to participate fully in the digital world. Our 
cooperation will promote digital accessibility for all and support linguistic and 
cultural diversity in the digital space; 

(h) Digital systems that communicate and exchange are critical catalysts for 
development. Our cooperation will advance interoperability between digital systems 
and compatible governance approaches; 

(i) Safe, secure and trustworthy emerging technologies, including artificial 
intelligence, offer new opportunities to turbocharge development. Our cooperation 
will advance a responsible, accountable, transparent and human-centric approach to 
the life cycle of digital and emerging technologies, which includes the pre-design, 
design, development, evaluation, testing, deployment, use, sale, procurement, operation 
and decommissioning stages, with effective human oversight; 

(j) Creativity and competition drive digital advances. Our cooperation will 
foster innovation and the potential for societies and businesses, regardless of size or 
origin, to reap the benefits of digitalization and thrive in the digital economy; 
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(k) Governments, the private sector, civil society, the technical community, 
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and sustainably use natural resources and that aim to ensure that digital infrastructure 
and equipment are sustainably designed to address environmental challenges in the 
context of sustainable development and efforts to eradicate poverty (SDGs 1, 4, 6, 7, 
8, 11, 12, 13 and 14); 

(f)
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rapid technological change and the prevention of brain drain (SDGs 4 and 17); 

(h) Support efforts to provide opportunities for quality and inclusive science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics education and research and promote 
women’s and girls’ participation in all roles and at all levels (SDG 4). 

 
Digital public goods and digital public infrastructure 

14. We recognize that digital public goods, which include open-source software, 
open data, open artificial intelligence models, open standards and open content that 
adhere to privacy and other applicable international laws, standards and best practices 
and do no harm, empower societies and individuals to direct digital technologies to 
their development needs and can facilitate digital cooperation and investment. 

15. Resilient, safe, inclusive and interoperable digital public infrastructure has the 
potential to deliver services at scale and increase social and economic opportunities 
for all. We recognize that there are multiple models of digital public infrastructu re, 
and that each society will develop and use shared digital systems according to its 
specific priorities and needs. Transparent, safe and secure digital systems and user- 
centred safeguards can promote public trust and use of digital services. 

16. We consider such digital public goods and digital public infrastructure to be key 
drivers of inclusive digital transformation and innovation. We recognize the need to 
increase investment in their successful development with the participation of all 
stakeholders. 

17. We commit by, 2030, to: 

(a) Develop, disseminate and maintain, through multi-stakeholder cooperation, 
safe and secure open-source software, open data, open artificial intelligence models and 
open standards that benefit society as a whole (SDGs 8, 9 and 10); 

(b) Promote the adoption of open standards and interoperability to facilitate 
the use of digital public goods across different platforms and systems (all SDGs); 

(c) Develop and decide on a set of safeguards for inclusive, responsible, safe, 
secure and user-centred digital public infrastructure that can be implemented in 
different contexts (SDG 16); 

(d) Exchange and make publicly available best practices and use cases of 
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(d) Ensure that laws and regulations on the use of technology in areas such as 
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to review the Compact to assess progress against its objectives and to identify 
emerging opportunities and challenges for global digital cooperation. We decide to 
convene a high-level meeting entitled “High-level review of the Global Digital 
Compact”, to take place during the eighty-second session of the General Assembly, 
based on a progress report by the Secretary-General and with the input and 
meaningful participation of all stakeholders, including the Commission on Science 
and Technology for Development, the Internet Governance Forum and World Summit 
on the Information Society action line facilitators. We request the President of the 
General Assembly to appoint co-facilitators, one from a developing country and one 
from a developed country, at the eighty-first session to facilitate open, transparent and 
inclusive intergovernmental consultations to determine the modalities for this high - 
level meeting. 

 
 


