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Introduction 

1. By application filed on 20 July 2017, the Applicant, a former staff member of 
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the possibility of applying for an agreed separation. He applied for it and, following 

UNDP approval, he separated from service on 30 September 2016. 

7. On 30 October 2016, the Applicant signed a “Certificate of No Contest/Lump 

Sum” formalizing his agreed separation. In addition to setting forth the conditions 

of the separation, the CNC contains opening and closing clauses as follows 

(emphasis added): 

I hereby certify that I will not contest the termination of my 

appointment in accordance with the provisions of Staff 

Regulation 9.3 (a) subject to the payment of termination indemnities 

as specified in Annex III to the UN Staff Regulations. 

… 

In signing this Certificate of No Contest (CNC), I acknowledge that 

I have fully understood the conditions of this Agreed Separation. I 

also acknowledge that this separation has been mutually agreed 

between the Organization and myself, and at the same time I am 

certifying that I will not contest the terms of my separation. 

Additionally, upon signature of this CNC, I agree to withdraw any 

claims or proceedings that I may have initiated arising from my 

status, entitlements or tenure as a staff member, fully, finally 

and entirely, including on the merits, and that I will not pursue 

or initiate any claims or proceedings concerning such status, 

entitlements or tenure in the future, contingent to the payment 

of the termination indemnity agreed to. 

8. The CNC has all the hallmarks of a binding agreement freely entered into by 

the Applicant for a consideration which he would not otherwise have been entitled 

to, and there is no suggestion by the Applicant that it was procured by duress, 

misrepresentation or other impermissible consideration or action. 

9. Although the Applicant added a handwritten footnote to his signature 

reading “Will not contest ‘terms of separation’” he did not delete any of the text 

preceding his signature which is sufficiently wide to preclude the initiation of any 

claim arising from his status or tenure with UNDP. 
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