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BACKGROUND ON IPOA IMPLEMENTATION IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION AND YEMEN  
 
The Asia-Pacific Regional Review accords a special significance as 13 out of 47 LDCs during the implementation 
of the IPoA were located in the region. With the graduation of Vanuatu in December 2020, the number of Asia-
Pacific LDCs was reduced to 12. The Asia-Pacific LDCs made considerable progress in their socio-economic 
development, particularly in reducing income poverty and investing in human resources and infrastructure, 
enabling most of the countries of this region to fulfil the graduation criteria. 
 
Before the pandemic, the Asia-Pacific LDCs experienced a weighted average GDP growth rate of 7.2 per cent in 
2019. Government revenue (excluding grants) increased from 19.1 per cent of GDP in 2011 to 22.8 per cent in 
2019, driven primarily by the rise in tax revenue. Mobile cellular subscriptions surged remarkably from 38.1 per 
100 people in 2010 to 89.5 in 2018. However, the internet penetration rate was only 47 per cent in 2019, against 
the 100 per cent target as set out in the IPoA.  
 
Access to electricity in Asia-Pacific LDCs rose sharply from 55.4 per cent in 2010 to 87.3 per cent in 2018. Despite 
some progress in the area of trade, they missed the SDG target 17.11 of doubling the share of global exports by 
2020. Access to health care continues to remain a key challenge, with an average of only 0.79 physicians per 
1,000 people in 2017, compared to 2.79 in other developing countries of the region. Social protection systems 
are also inadequate as only 19 per cent of the population in the Asia-Pacific LDCs was covered by at least one 
social protection benefit in 2019, compared to 58 per cent for other developing countries in the region. As a 
result, this has left many workers, particularly those in the informal sector, vulnerable to external shocks. 
 
Of the current 12 Asia-Pacific LDCs, 9 have met the criteria for graduation for at least two consecutive times at 
the latest triennial review of the CDP in 2021 and one met the graduation criteria for the first time, effectively 
placing 10 Asia-Pacific LDCs at some point in the graduation pipeline. Three countries from this region (Maldives, 
Samoa and Vanuatu) graduated from the LDCs category in the past decade. Hence, at the end of this decade, 
there may be almost no LDCs left in Asia and the Pacific. This would be a remarkable sign of progress and an 
achievement in line with Agenda 2030. Despite graduation progress made by the vast majority of the Asia-Pacific 
LDCs, two countries in the region are trapped in conflict and post-conflict situations, causing humanitarian crisis 
and severely impeding progress towards goals and targets of the IPoA.  
 
Graduation signifies achievement of a considerable level of development as well as resilience against various 
shocks and crises. Graduation also symbolizes an overall strength of a country’s economy and stability in its 
economic progress for a certain period of time. Despite considerable progress and opportunities associated with 
graduation, the fact remains that the many development challenges that the country faces as an LDC remain 
even after graduation. The graduated countries still remain far below the targets under most of the SDG 
indicators and continue to face insurmountable challenges and vulnerabilities to various shocks and crises.  
 
Graduation is also associated with losing LDC
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• Identify a unique set of vulnerabilities that they face and come up with concrete recommendations on 
specific measures, both ex-ante and ex-post, to address the challenges in a holistic and coherent manner. 
 

• Identify effective international and domestic policies in the light of the 


