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Ministerial Meeting on South-South Cooperation 

Renewed partnerships for actionable solutions in support of implementation of the Doha 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (DPoA) 

Time: 09:00-12:00, Tuesday, 7 March 2023 

Venue: Exhibition Hall 2, Qatar National Convention Centre 

 Doha, Qatar 

Concept Note 

I. Background 
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The implementation of the DPoA coincides with the remaining decade of the SDGs. During 
this crucial decade, it is imperative for LDCs to harness the potentials of South–South and 
triangular cooperation to accelerate progress towards the SDGs including digital leapfrogging. 
Actionable solutions and new and innovative ways to boost South-South and triangular 
cooperation are also of vital significance to unlock the immense potential of LDCs in this 
Decade of Action. 

LDCs have always been marginalized in global trade. They need stronger support through the 
Aid for Trade initiative to help them address their supply-side constraints and enhance their 
competitiveness in the global economy. They also need broad capacity development efforts to 
improve the quality of their institutions and their ability to harness existing support, 
particularly in areas related to non-tariff measures (NTMs), digital trade and trade in services. 
LDCs can learn from their Southern partners on how to move away from low value-added 
natural resources and low-technology products to higher value-added and higher-technology 
products, effectively integrating into global value chains. Regional integration including 
enhanced South-South and triangular cooperation can facilitate LDCs integration in the global 
trading system.  

LDCs are often unable to benefit from the economic and social benefits related to technological 
development. They are critically lacking technological know-how including access to digital 
technologies and innovation to build back stronger and more resilient. South-South 
cooperation can tailor to the expressed needs of LDCs for digital transformation by harnessing 
the ICT to narrow the digital divide and fast-track sustainable development. 

LDCs are facing a pressing need to improve education systems, develop digital and 
entrepreneurial skills and enhance human development in light of the size of the young 
population. To implement the DPoA, development partners can provide concrete support to 
LDCs through investment and provision of education for youth, especially young women, 
including access to digital learning and skills development. This includes tangible support to 
the proposed online university for graduate and post-graduate study in science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics education in LDCs. South-South cooperation with academic and 
research institutions, think tanks etc. could play an important role in leveraging the high quality 
university education in countries of the Global South.  

Furthermore, women and girls in LDCs continue to face barriers, such as lack of access to 
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achieve food security through knowledge sharing, transfer of adaptable agricultural 
technologies, in-kind support and regional collaboration. 


