


The least developed countries (LDCs) are among the most vulnerable nations on the planet to the 
adverse impacts of climate change.  Disasters have a disproportionate impact on LDCs in terms of 
economic losses, deaths and missing persons, disrupted livelihoods, and damage to critical 
infrastructure. According to data from the Sendai Framework Monitor, in 2020, LDCs reported about 
26 per cent of persons with livelihoods disrupted or destroyed by disasters, even though they account 
for only about 15 per cent of the total population of countries reporting. While LDCs account for 
about 4 per cent of GDP of countries reporting, they suffered 10 per cent of the reported economic 
losses and 6 per cent of the reported destruction or damage to critical infrastructure. 

 
Weather-related hazards are the cause of most economic loss, and the LDCs consistently rank food, 
water, ecosystems and infrastructure as the most vulnerable systems to climate change hazards. 
Adaptation in agriculture and livestock is of primary importance for the LDCs and can have major 
implications on food security. This affects livelihoods, especially those of the most vulnerable 
segments of society, as well as employment. Water resources already face multiple pressures and are 
highly sensitive to climate change such as a disruption in rainfall patterns and increased frequency of 
both extreme and slow-onset events. Furthermore, climate change impacts can act as a threat 
multiplier, and trigger or exacerbate conflicts, including over scarce natural resources.  
 
At the same time, LDCs are rich in biodiversity and natural resource endowments.  The Doha 
Programme of Action, together with other relevant international agreements, call for ensuring that the 
LDCs are able to adapt and reduce disaster risk faster than the pace of worsening climate impacts. There 
are several important outcomes from COP 26 and COP 27 for the LDCs, which are discussed below. 
The challenge ahead is to ensure implementation.  
 
In addition, the LDCs must receive the necessary support in terms of finance and technology transfer 
to ensure that strong economic growth is decoupled from emissions, reduces rather than creates disaster 
risk, and does not erode their natural resource base, nor degrade their often-fragile ecosystems. 
 
Over the 21-year period since the establishment of the Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF), 51 
current and graduated LDCs gained access to USD 1.





With a view to building readiness for the newly established Loss and Damage Fund until it becomes 
operational after COP 28, the activities of the Santiago network will catalyze technical assistance to 
enable LDCs to develop concrete actions to address losses and damages due to climate change. 
Reliable sources of clean energy are an essential enabler for LDCs to build productive capacity, move 
up global value chains, decouple economic growth from greenhouse gas emissions, and improve health-
related impacts of domestic energy use, especially for women and girls. 

The pathway to net-zero emissions requires a substantial increase in the share of renewable energy in 
all three main end-use categories: electricity, transport, and heating/cooling. Despite the immense 
renewable potential of the energy sector in LDCs, these countries rarely benefit from larger financing 
schemes to the same extent as more prosperous, developing countries. While public finance remains a 


