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Poverty and hunger reduced in Latin America and the 
Caribbean with advances on Millennium Development Goals

Region also makes strides in expanding access to education and sanitation, but 
action needed on maternal mortality, protection of forests, says UN report  

Mexico City, 1 July – The Latin America and Caribbean region has met a number of targets for achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), including halving the extreme poverty rate, says a United Nations report out today. The 
proportion of people in the region living on less than $1.25 a day fell from 12 per cent in 1990 to 6 per cent in 2010. 

The Millennium Development Goals Report 2013, launched by UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in Geneva, also �nds 
that the region is on track to meet the target of halving the proportion of the population suffering from hunger by 2015. The 
proportion of undernourished people in the total population has decreased from 15 per cent in 1990-1992 to 8 per cent in 
2010-2012.  

The eight Millennium Development Goals, with a number of sub-targets covering a range of poverty, hunger, health, gender 



Challenges in the Caribbean

Disparities in progress persist between the two sub-regions. From 2010 to 2012, the prevalence of undernourished people in 
Latin America was 8 per cent, while in the Caribbean it was 18 per cent. 


