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  Enclosure I 
 

 

  Africa regional review meeting in preparation for the Fifth 

United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
 

 

  Lilongwe, 22–26 February 2021 
 

 

  Political Declaration 
 

 

  Introduction 
 

1. We, Ministers and representatives of the African least developed countries 

(LDCs) and Haiti participating in the Africa Regional Review Meeting in preparation 

of the Fifth United Nations Conference on LDCs (LDC5), are gathered in Lilongwe, 

Malawi from 22–26 February 2021 to undertake a comprehensive appraisal of the 

implementation of the Programme of Action by the least developed countries and their 
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12. We recognize the importance of building productive capacity as a critical 

enabler for the development and graduation of the LDCs and reducing the dependence 

on expo
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We call upon the development partners, the private sector, international organisations, 

and other relevant stakeholders to contribute to the achievement of these targets as 

well as those of the Secretary General roadmap for digital cooperation and those of 

the Smart Africa Alliance, especially since digital technology has become a necessity 

in all socio-economic sectors, including remote learning, during the COVID-19 

pandemic.  

17. We note that while access to electricity in African LDCs and Haiti increased 

significantly wide disparities persist across countries. We express our concern that 

that without urgent and enhanced action, LDCs will not be able to reach the 

international target on energy. Closing the energy gap will require increased 

investment in off
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application in decision-making in the LDCs, including through disaster risk reduction 

education, comprehensive risk management, building academic and scientific 

capacity, utilization of frontier technologies, and supporting traditional,  indigenous 

and local knowledge and practices.  

24. We are concerned that the LDCs are disproportionally affected by the collapse 

of value chains and declining commodity prices due to COVID-19, after their share 

in world merchandise exports deteriorated in five successive years. As the African 

LDCs and Haiti have highly concentrated exports with a heavy reliance on few 

products we will target diversification of our economies as a key part of our 

development strategies, including through the implementation of the AfCFTA. In this 



 
A/76/394 

 

11/



A/76/394 
 

 

21-14532 12/35 

 





A/76/394 
 

 

21-14532 14/35 

 

43. We recognize that peace and security is a condition sine qua non for growth and 

sustainable development. Enhanced efforts are required to help build durable peace 

and sustainable development in LDCs. We call upon the international community, 

including the United Nations, to extend support of the international community, for 

strengthening national, sub-regional and continental efforts aimed at peace-building, 

including capacity for conflict mediation, resolution and management and 

post-conflict consolidation. We also recognize the importance of the participation of 

women and youth in the design, implementation and evaluation of peace-building 
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2,000 years. Due to climate change, human communities everywhere on Earth are 

affected by extreme weather events that are longer, more intense, and more frequent. 

The Earth has already warmed by about 1.1 degrees Celsius, or about 2 degrees 

Fahrenheit and every fraction of a degree of warming would bring ever more 

destructive floods, deadlier heat waves and worsening droughts as well as 

accelerating sea-level rise that could threaten the existence of some island nations. If 

current warming continues, Earth will exceed 2.7 degrees Fahrenheit (1.5 degrees 

Celsius) of warming and reach 3.6 F (2 degree C) by 2050, which will further intensify 

the severity of extreme weather. The report warned that unless there are immediate, 

rapid and large-scale reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, limiting warming to 

close to 1.5°C or even 2°C will be beyond reach. While LDCs have contributed the 

least to climate change, they are the most vulnerable to and the worst affected by its 

consequences. We are running out of time and there is an increasing moral and 

economic imperative to respond to the consequences of the climate change. 

Developed and larger polluting countries should immediately reduce their planet-

warming pollution, compensate the loss and damage faced by the LDCs and provide 
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achieved so far is far from adequate, as many of our countries are struggling to 

achieve the SDGs. As we take stock of the implementation of the Istanbul Program 

of Action (IPoA) and prepare for a new ten-year program of action, our ultimate 

objective is the attainment of graduation by all LDCs in the region by 2030. 

 

  Status of implementation of the IPoA 
 

7. We note with satisfaction that during the implementation period of the IPoA 

2011–2021, the Asia-Pacific LDCs made considerable progress in their 

socio-economic development. Their aggregate gross domestic product (GDP) growth 

was 6.4 per cent during the period 2011–2019, while the simple average growth was 

less than 5 per cent. It is likely that economic growth in the final year of the 

implementation period of the Istanbul Programme of Action will be lower in most 

countries, with an estimated weighted average of 2.5 per cent in 2020 because of 

severe COVID-19-related disruptions.1 Government revenue (excluding grants) 

increased from 19.1 per cent of GDP in 2011 to 22.8 per cent in 2019, driven primari ly 

by the rise in tax revenues.  

8. We, however, note that most of the Asia-Pacific LDCs achieved only small 

changes in the composition of their GDP by major sectors, reflecting only limited 

progress in productive capacity and structural transformation. Limited structural 

transformation makes the countries less resilient to economic shocks. The share of 

manufacturing value added in GDP has either fallen or remained almost unchanged. 

Low private investment, infrastructure gaps, lack of skilled labour, poor capacity of 

public sector institutions and difficulty in diversifying export markets are some of the 

impediments to manufacturing growth and productive capacity development. Further 

efforts will therefore be required to expand and diversify the manufacturin g base, 

seek out new markets, adopt new and innovative forms of manufacturing 

technologies, invest in new skills, and improve investment climates to increase 

productive capacity. 

9. We note that, overall, the provision of physical infrastructure has improv ed 

across most Asia-Pacific least developed countries. However, the general poor quality 

of road, port and digital infrastructure contributes to high transportation costs. 

Although mobile cellular subscriptions in the Asia-Pacific LDCs surged remarkably, 

from 38.1 per 100 people in 2010 to 89.5 in 2018, Internet penetration was only 47  per 

cent in 2019, while the Istanbul Programme of Action target was to provide 100 per 

cent access to the Internet by 2020. Access to electricity in Asia-Pacific LDCs rose 

sharply, from 55.4 per cent in 2010 to 87.3 per cent in 2018.  

10. We are concerned that the Asia-Pacific LDCs as a group missed the IPoA target 

to double the share of exports as their combined share in world goods and services 

exports increased from 0.23 per cent in 2011 to only 0.38 per cent in 2019. While 

Asia-Pacific LDCs are important beneficiaries of the preferential schemes that many 

of their trading partners offer, many of LDCs of this region have not been able to take 

full advantage of these measures, owing to often complex non-tariff barriers and 

supply-side constraints. 

11. We note that modest progress has been made by Asia-Pacific LDCs in achieving 

human and social development. Poor health services are making Asia-Pacific LDCs 

more vulnerable to pandemics such as COVID-19. It has also proven existing 
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those in the informal sector, vulnerable to external shocks. On average, LDCs in the 

region invest only 0.9 per cent of GDP in social protection, compared to the average 

of 6.3 per cent for other developing countries.  

12. We also note that despite progresses in education, the average net enrolment rate 

for primary education has remained at approximately 90 per cent over the 

implementation period of the IPoA. Moreover, enrolment and completion rates for 

tertiary education remain low, which has far-reaching implications for the structural 

transformation agenda of the LDCs. Lack of access to quality education, which is 

compounded by lack of access to basic services, continues to particularly affect young 

people living in remote areas, as well as those living in displaced or poor 

communities, where there is a lack of human resources as well as technical and digital 

tools to secure quality education and relevant skills development. Lack of economic 

opportunities along with poor basic facilities and infrastructure, such as the lack of 

computers and access to safe drinking water or electricity, along with insufficient 

trained teachers and the limited or lack of adequate learning and teaching materials, 

seriously affect the quality of education in LDCs.  

13. We recognize that the Asia-Pacific LDCs represent an enormous human and 

natural resource potential, provides opportunities for LDCs to participate in world 

economic growth, welfare, prosperity and Ao
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structural challenges more pronounced, and it is expected that they will be further 

impacted in the long-term owing to the fragility of their health-care systems, limited 

coverage of their social protection systems, limited financial and other resources and 

high levels of debt and illicit financial flows and vulnerability to external shocks. 

Besides slower growth, the pandemic is expected to reverse gains achieved in the 

Asia-Pacific LDCs and Yemen in recent years particularly in areas of gender equality, 

poverty eradication and reductions in income inequality, education, and employment, 

thereby jeopardizing the progress in the attainment of Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) by 2030. The risk of another lost decade of development and a failure to 
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including remote learning, during the COVID-19 pandemic. By 2025 broadband-

internet user penetration should reach 35 per cent in LDCs. By 2031 double the 

broadband-internet user penetration in LDCs to reach 70 per cent mark.  

42. We call upon the international community to provide enhanced financial and 

technical support to LDCs to establish and strengthen national and regional science 

institutes to promote research and development in science, technology and 

innovations as well as adaptation and application of modern technologies for domestic 

uses. We will also promote local innovation capabilities of LDCs for inclusive and 

sustainable economic development by bringing together local scientific, vocational 

and engineering knowledge. We will address gender disparities by enhancing 

participation of women and girls in science, technology and innovation activities.  

43. We note that while access to electricity in the Asia-Pacific LDCs increased 

significantly wide disparities persist across countries. We express our concern that 

without urgent and enhanced action, LDCs will not be able to reach the international 
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short term and to set a target to provide at least 0.35 per cent of GNI for ODA to 

LDCs or provide at least 50 per cent of net ODA to LDCs by 2025.  

61. We welcome the approval of the Board of Governors of the IMF of a general 

allocation of Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) equivalent to US$650 billion. We invite 

the IMF to allocate at least $50 billion SDRs to LDCs through voluntary channeling 

of SDRs from wealthier countries to provide enhanced liquidity and to further support 

health needs, including vaccinations, and to help enable greener, more robust 

recoveries from the pandemic.  

62. We recognize that while official development assistance must remain central 

and play a catalytic role, there is a need to tap additional resources, including through 

innovative financing mechanisms which are based on new partnerships between 

countries at different levels of development as well as public and private actors, in 

line with the characteristics of each country and sector. We stress that the innovative 

sources of financing, including blended finance, should be additional, substantial, 

predictable, with preferential rates especially tailored to LDCs and disbursed in a 

manner that respects the priorities and special needs of the LDCs and does not unduly 

burden them. Furthermore, we call for new financial instruments that harness the 

potential of digital innovations for the financing of the SDGs, including e.g. digital 

financing platforms, innovative digital services, Micro- Small and Medium- sized 

Enterprises (MSMEs) digitization and domestic resource mobilization. We also call 

for a dedicated financing mechanism that delivers catalytic investment capital for 

SMEs and small investment projects in Asia-Pacific LDCs to mobilize sustainable 

private investments that advance the SDGs and act as a crisis facility to mitigate the 

effects of COVID-19.  

63. We are concerned about the illicit financial flows from various LDCs, and 

commit to enhance efforts to curtail illicit financial flows at all levels, enhance 

disclosure practices and promote transparency in financial information. We commit 

to promoting policies and programmes, including the involvement of civil society 

organizations to track and bring back any illicit capital outflows. This needs to be 

complimented by measures to prevent the transfer abroad of stolen assets and 

assistance in their recovery and return.  

64. 
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UNCTAD, UNIDO, ILO, EIF and WAIPA; and call for financial support to this 

programme.  

70. We recall the SDG target 17.5 which decides to “adopt and implement 

investment promotion regimes for LDCs” and express deep concern at the lack of 

progress in its implementation. We call upon Member States to  establish “an 

international investment support center for the LDCs” under the auspices of the 

United Nations to provide a one-stop arrangement to help stimulate foreign direct 
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 • Mobilizing existing crisis management expertise of the UN System and other 

international entities to assist countries in responding to emergencies and 

building resilience  

 • Utilizing the convening power of the United Nations Office of the High 

Representative for the LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, both in case of crisis and in 

case of regular monitoring  

 Expanding coverage of annual monitoring reports and the preparation process 

91. We welcome the participation at this meeting of many development partners and 

while appreciating their ongoing support, strongly call upon them for renewed and 

strengthened global partnerships for achieving the 2030 Agenda and the Sus tainable 

Development Goals in Asia-Pacific LDCs. We collectively commit ourselves to 

finding lasting solutions to the complex and mutually exacerbating structural 

challenges and problems faced by LDCs, who constitute the poorest and most 

vulnerable countries of the world.  

92. We request the OHRLLS to extend necessary support to the LDCs in the 

implementation and monitoring of the upcoming new programme of action for LDCs 

for decade 2022–20312, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis 

Ababa Action Agenda, the Paris Agreement, Sendai Framework for Action and as well 

as through coordination with various United Nations entities, raising global 

awareness, mobilizing international support and resources in favor�ɀc
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