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Limited progress has also been achieved in infrastructure development, in particular, 
transport, energy and ICT. On transport, whilst some progress has been achieved in 
completing missing links and generally improving the quality of infrastructure for increased 
connectivity of LLDCs, there are persistent challenges and a lot remains to be done. Major 
constraints in developing and maintaining road and rail infrastructure connectivity include 
limited financial resources, institutional bottlenecks and limited skilled human resources.  
 
On energy, the average proportion of population with access to electricity in LLDCs 
increased from 49.5% in 2014 to 56.3% in 2017, however LLDCs still lag behind the world 
average of 88.8%. On ICT, LLDCs have experienced significant growth in mobile cellular 
subscriptions that increased from 66 per 100 people in 2014 to 72 in 2017 but still lag 
significantly behind the world average of 104. The proportion of individuals using internet in 
LLDCs increased from 17.3% in 2014 to 25.7% in 2017 but remains way below the world 
average of 48.6%. The cost for broadband continues to be higher than those of the coastal 
countries.  
 
The abovementioned show that while some progress is being made to implement the VPoA, 
there are challenges that need to be addressed to achieve the VPoA objectives and to improve 
the welfare of over 503 million people living in the LLDCs. The comprehensive high-level 
midterm review scheduled to be held on 5 and 6 December 2019 offers the opportunity to 
devise how the implementation of the VPoA can be accelerated.  The comprehensive high-
level midterm review shall review progress made by the LLDCs, transit countries and 
development partners in the implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action. It is 
expected to highlight the key achievements, share best practices and lessons learned, identify 
obstacles and constraints encountered and suggest recommendations to further accelerate the 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action.  

Since the Ministerial meeting proceeds the comprehensive high-level midterm review, it 
provides an opportunity for LLDCs, transit countries and their development partners to 
exchange views on how the implementation of the VPoA can be accelerated.  The meeting 
will review the progress made so far and how lessons from the first five years of 
implementation of the VPoA can be applied to the remaining five years.  

The meeting will also be held during the 74th session of the UN General Assembly and 
alongside the high-level General Debate including the Climate Summit, UN High-level 
Political Forum, and Financing for Development. The meeting will therefore provide 
collective views on issues discussed during the high-level General Debate.  

2. Objectives 
 
The key objectives of the Ministerial Meeting include the following:  
 

 Give boast and visibility to the Comprehensive high-level midterm review of the 
Vienna Programme of Action,  

 Solicit LLDCs collective views on the high-level general debates on climate change, 
High-level Political Forum and Financing for development,    

 Identify priorities for the coming year, and 
 Elect the Global Chair of the Group of LLDCs for the next two years in accordance 

with the Rule of Procedure of the Group of LLDCs.   
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3. Expected Outcome 
 
The Ministerial Meeting will reinforce the political commitment to the implementation of the 
Vienna Programme of Action and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The 
meeting will adopt a Ministerial Declaration of the Group of Landlocked Developing 
Countries. The meeting will also elect the new Chair for the Group of LLDCs for the years 
2020/2021. 
 
4. Participation 
 
The Ministerial Meeting will be attended by Ministers and High-Level officials from the 32 
LLDCs. Ministers and High-Level Officials from transit developing countries, development 
partners and representatives of UN system and other international and regional organizations 
will also be invited to participate. 
 
5. Documentation Available online 
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