


What are the

LLDCs? A lack of territorial access to the sea,remoteness and isolation from world markets,additional border crossings, cumbersometransit procedures, inefficient logisticssystems, weak institutions and poorinfrastructure cause the LLDCs to incursubstantially higher transport and other tradetransaction costs when compared to coastalcountries. These high costs present atremendous trade-reducing effect that has adirect negative impact on economic growth andputs LLDCs at a disadvantage in fullyharnessing their potential to support theirsustainable development efforts.  



Basic facts16 in Africa10 in Asia4 in Europe2 in Latin America32 Countries Total Population in 2014: 462.6 million                                 in 2022: 563 millionAnnual Average Population Growth Rate 2015-2021: 2.34% Total Land Area: 1,592,765,600 hectares (15.9 million km2)Average distance to a seaport: 1,370 km
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Economic Growth 

Social Development 

Average annual real growth rate of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
for the LLDCs shows an increase from -1.3% in 2020 to 4.23% in
2021.
Average GDP per person living in an LLDC in 2021 was $1,635
(constant 2015 US$). In 12 LLDCs the GDP per capita is still below
$1,000 in 2020.

The average Human Development Index (HDI) value for LLDCs was
0.604 in 2021. HDI adjusted for inequality (IHDI) was 0.478,
indicating a 20.8% loss in human development due to inequality. For
individual LLDCs, HDI ranges from 0.385 to 0.811.
The pandemic has caused major disruptions in education. Starting
November 2020, over 50% of schools in LLDCs were either partially
or fully closed. Although distance-learning has been implemented in
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Structural Economic
Transformation

To control the spread of COVID-19, LLDCs and transit r



ODA to LLDCs increased by 18%, from $32 billion (current prices) in
2019 to $37 billion (current prices) in 2020. 
LLDCs received aid-for-trade disbursements of $7.7 billion in 2020.
Nearly a third of it has been used for energy infrastructure (30.8%),
27.6% has been used for agriculture, and 20.1% has been used for
transport and storage infrastructure.
In 2020, LLDCs’ gross disbursements to the agricultural sector were
$3.3 billion. They were $2.7 billion for the healthcare sector, and $2
billion for water and sanitation sector.
9 LLDCs are classified as in high risk of debt distress. 8 are in
moderate risk and 2 are currently in debt distress.
Total official international support on infrastructure in LLDCs
increased from $7,748 (millions of constant 2019 US$) in 2018 to
$8,280 (millions of constant 2019 US$) in 2019.
In 2020, total official international support on infrastructure for
LLDCs was 7.4 billion in (2020 constant prices).
Fiscal implications of the pandemic are leading to an increased risk
of debt distress for LLDCs. External debt in LLDCs was 65.2% of
GNI in 2020 compared with the average of 29.1% for the category of
low-and middle-income countries.
External debt in LLDCs was equal to 25.9% of GNI in 2020.

5 LLDCs (Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Mongolia, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan) accounted for fo5 LLDCs (Ethiopia, Kazak
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