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MEETING OF THE NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS OF THE LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES ON THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ISTANBUL PROGRAMME OF ACTION (IPOA) 
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Reducing vulnerabilities and strengthening resilience: disaster risk reduction, 
climate change and environmental sustainability 

"
(LDCs are disproportionately affected by the negative impacts of climate change 
and various types of disasters. However, resources provided for adaptation to 
climate change for LDCs under various mechanisms are far from meeting the 
needs.  This session will share success stories, best practices and lessons learned, 
and identify possible areas of support to address climate change and enhance 
resilience-building in LDCs. Updates on LDCs-led initiatives at the Climate Action 
Summit will be provided.)   
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14 November (Thursday) Conference Room 11 

!@E@@F!!E@@" Human and social development: improving health and education, access to water and 
sanitation, shelter, youth development and enhancing gender equality 
 
(LDCs are lagging behind in terms of access to essential services such as 
education, health, water and sanitation and productive resources. High 
population growth in LDCs further accentuates the challenges. Under-developed 
human capacity in LDCs undermines their efforts to achieve sustainable 
development. Despite progress made, in 2017, more than a third of all under-five 
deaths occurred in LDCs, and more than 1 in 5 children of primary school age were 
not in school. While progress has been made on gender parity in education and 
empowerment of women in decision-making, LDCs need to unlock the potentials 
of human capital including youth development with quality education and 
training in order to accelerate progress towards the SDGs. This session will share 
successful interventions undertaken and lessons learned in advancing human 
development and identify effective policy interventions.)    
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!!E@@F!?E!G" Mobilising financial resources for development and capacity building 
 
(Means of implementation remain a major challenge for LDCs which are facing a 
significant financing gap to meet the goals and targets of the 2030 Agenda and 
IPoA. LDCs are largely dependent on public resources to finance sustainable 
development needs. However, public expenditure has not been sufficient to meet 
the investment showcased by stagnant government revenue and decline of ODA.  
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Meanwhile, external debt is a major threat as a growing number of LDCs are in 
debt distress or at a high risk of debt distress. The session will share success stories 
and lessons learned in increasing resource mobilization and reducing the debt 
burden.) 
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Deliberations will provide substantive input to the intergovernmental 
negotiations on the outcome document of the LDC-V.) 
 


