


The Harmonization Convention, meanwhile, increases efficiencies and revenues by ensuring sim-
ple and speedy treatment of cargo at the borders. All UNECE’s LLDC member States are contract-
ing parties to the TIR and Harmonization Conventions. 
 





South Caucasus countries to improve transport connectivity through regional cooperation in the 
SPECA Thematic Working Group on Sustainable Transport, Transit and Connectivity (WG-STTC). 
On 25/11/2021, representatives of five countries (Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan) joined forces to strengthen cooperation in inland 
transport infrastructure development, facilitation of border-crossing procedures, railway and inter-
modal transport development and improvement of road safety.  
 
The 26th TWG-STTC meeting started with session on COVID-19 pandemics influence on transport 
system, lessons learned and the way forward. Participants, UNECE and ESCAP reported on 
transport sector response to COVID-19 and post-pandemic recovery aimed to improve transport 
connectivity in the SPECA region. Other items included improvement of regional connectivity (in-
frastructure development, enhancing transport operational connectivity), accession to UN 
transport-related legal instruments, and road safety. Recovery of regional transport connectivity 
and building better transport system dominated this year and UNECE offered assistance to SPECA 
member countries in safeguarding transport connectivity and digitalization of transport services in 
international transport.  
 
The Economic Forum on Sustainable Transport and Trade for Greener and Inclusive Economy after 
the Pandemic was successfully carried out in November 2021. It adopted the “Tashkent Declaration” 
to guide future implementation of the SPECA Work programme in the areas of transport, trade, 
connectivity, green and circular economy, sustainable tourism, etc. 
 
More than 90 participants, including nine Ministers and Deputy Ministers of Transport from Cen-
tral Asia and the Caucasus, members of United Nations system, Multi Development Banks and 
international organizations joined the Regional Dialogue on Strengthening transport connectivity 
in the SPECA region and beyond in the era of COVID-19 (29/10/2020). The UNECE-led Regional 
Dialogue facilitated an inclusive discussion and coordinated actions and plans on harmonization of 
international inland transport procedures to enhance connectivity in the SPECA region. Conclu-
sions of the Dialogue, which promoted regional transport connectivity cooperation and emphasized 
immediate transport measures for COVID 19 recovery, adopted by the participating countries. 
 
 
Energy infrastructure 
Sustainable management of natural resources is fundamental to attainment of the 2030 Agenda, 
is at the heart of a circular economy, and is crucial for supporting green recovery from the COVID-
19 socio-economic crisis.  UNECE thus calls for further development, global dissemination, edu-
cation and research, consultation, and engagement among stakeholders on the United Nations 
Framework Classification for Resources and its derivative United Nations Resource Management 
System 
 
Work on gases -- methane, CO2, and hydrogen -- and on high performance buildings can have 
a major measurable near-term benefit for both climate and quality of life.  That work should be a 
priority and should be pillars of strengthened country commitments.  Further work is needed to 
enable a role for natural gas, hydrogen, and carbon capture, use, and storage, as well as on the 
management of anthropogenic methane emissions in the transition to a carbon neutral economy.  



 
Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) 
UNECE ensures that infrastructure development and maintenance in LLDCs of the UNECE region 







 
Priority 5 - Structural Economic Transformation 
 
Circular economy 
The region's circular material use rate has improved in recent years, but it remains at just 11.2% in 
the EU, according to the latest available data. In Europe and Central Asia, only around one third of 
waste materials are recovered through recycling and composting. Much work needs to be done on 
this area. UNECE is strongly engaged in developing the standards and guidelines needed to accel-
erate shift to a more circular economy, including in the food and textile industries, in transport, 
resource recovery and waste. Promoting the circular economy and sustainable use of natural re-
sources in the UNECE region will be the theme of the sixty-ninth Session of the Commission, to 
be held in April 2021 and the topic of a capacity-building UNDA-project, “Accelerating the tran-
sition towards a circular economy in the UNECE region”, working with pilot transition countries 
on putting together their CE action plans. 
 
The goal of the project is to accelerate the transition to a circular economy in the UNECE region, 
while supporting efforts to build-back-better after the COVID-19 pandemic. The project will sup-
port the design and implementation of national policies, programmes, and strategies for promoting 
a Circular Economy. The six project countries, including the LLDCs Kazakhstan, Republic of Mol-
dova and Tajikistan, will cooperate with the UNECE secretariat to conduct a gap analysis and de-
velop a national circular economy roadmap in a specific area selected by the countries.  
 
Furthermore, UNECE creates several policy papers on different areas of circular economy, for ex-
ample supply chain traceability or waste management, which all will have a focus section on tran-
sition economies. The knowledge provided in these analytical papers are also available to all 




