Africa Dialogue Series High Level Policy Dialogue
Ms Maria Helena Semedo

keynote remarks
May 26 10:40 — 12:00 hrs (EST time)






22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Resilient and productive ecosystems are the foundation of sustainable agrifood
systems.

Investing in agriculture and rural livelihoods is 7 to 10 times more cost-effective than
traditional emergency assistance and supports farmers to produce nutritious food
locally.

Domestic and international financing strategies should be fully aligned to increase
coherence and ensure that funding is directed where it is needed most — those
producing our food.

Last, but far from least, we must absolutely focus on gender equality and women
empowerment.

As we heard during this series, if we want to feed Africa, we have to start at
household level. In this context, and when it comes to nutrition and well-being,
women are at the centre.

Distinguished guests, friends and colleagues,
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When countries committed to the Sustainable Development Goals and Agenda 2063,
there was optimism that we could build a better future and a world without hunger.

Let’s not lose that hope.
| call on all countries to double their efforts and work better together.
FAO stands ready to support Members in this call to action so we can have better

production, better nutrition, a better environment and a better life, leaving no-one
behind.

Thank you

ENDS



