
Awan-Afrika Building Resilience Of Women Msmes In Agriculture Amidst The War In Ukraine And 

The Impact Of Covid-19 

The face of current food security in the world and Africa  

According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF)’s Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva, IMF’s 

projections show that the impact of the war in Ukraine on fuel and food prices threatens progress 

made by African economies in recovering from the pandemic. Africa is affected by the higher fertilizer 

and food prices, which is pressurizing households dependent on agriculture. This situation is 

worsening the food security Africa has been trying to progressively achieve for a long time. With fuel 

prices hitting record highs, families in rural areas are being affected, and malnutrition is increasing. The 

big question of how we can attain The Africa we want as per the Agenda 2063 is even louder with this 

current crisis.  

 

Challenges in Building resilience in Agri-MSMEs. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in their assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on food 

and agriculture identified the most vulnerable groups as small-scale farmers, pastoralists, and fishers 

who might be hindered from working on their land, caring for their livestock, or fishing. This is in 

addition to facing challenges accessing markets to sell their products or buy essential inputs. 

Before COVID-19, women were already disadvantaged by gender-discriminating policies, institutions, 

prevailing laws, regulations, and norms that prevent them, directly and/or indirectly, from accessing 

finance, markets, and digitalization, therefore, making them unable to engage fully in entrepreneurial 

activities (World Bank, 2015). This situation has been exacerbated by three consecutive shocks in the 

last three years; the Fall Armyworm in 2018, the desert locusts in the Horn of Africa in 2019, and now 

COVID-
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AWAN AFRIKA (African Women Agribusiness Network) is championing rural transformation through 

women’s economic empowerment in agribusiness. Founded in 2018, and currently with membership 

in 44 African countries, with 2500 registered businesses, this Pan African non-profit organization aims 



In Africa, 80 percent of the food we eat is produced by women. Unless all the stakeholders change 

their mindset and intentionally provide financial resources to economically empower those women in 

a very significant manner, we will not achieve food security, reduce malnutrition, and attain zero 

hunger.  

“4ÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÍÕÓÔ ÏÖÅÒÐÏ×ÅÒ ÔÈÅ !ÆÒÉÃÁ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ×ÁÎÔȢȱ Beatrice Gakuba - Executive 

Director, AWAN-AFRIKA. To learn more about AWAN-AFRIKA, and its focus on women and youth 

agricultural MSMEs, visit this link 

https://awanafrika.org/

