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UNDP and DPA and focused on the deployment of a Peace and Development Adviser to Guinea.  

Mr. Williams highlighted how well-respected and appreciated the work of Mr. Diaoune was from all 

the segments of the Guinea society who strongly regretted the loss of his leadership and vision.  

With regard to the electoral period, Mr. Williams informed the Configuration that following the 

mission conducted by SRSG Chambas, the Government had requested assistance from the 

international community: an electoral Needs Assessment Mission (NAM) from the Electoral 

Assistance Division (EAD) would be deployed to Guinea in the month of April. Key democratic 

institutions, including the National Institute for Human Rights (INDH) and the Constitutional 

Court (that will play an essential role in case of electoral disputes) were recently established. 

However, the situation remained rather tense and was exacerbated by the relatively slow progress in 

the eradication of the Ebola epidemic, which was increasingly becoming politicised. UNMEER was 

organising multi-party messaging to address this issue in view of the electoral period. Pending a 

conclusive political dialogue, it was therefore important to ensure close monitoring, especially in 

conflict-prone regions in the country. In order to do so the PBF was recommending supporting the 

“Cases de veille” project that intends to establish monitoring antennas across the country as soon as 

possible. The Joint Steering Committee was going to meet soon to discuss threats during the 

electoral period and identify possible additional support needed in areas including electoral security, 

conflict prevention in at risk regions and related mitigating measures.  

The Peacebuilding Fund was also looking at ways of strengthening the Secretariat to the Joint 

Steering Committee by recruiting a Peace and Development Advisor placed in the Office of the 

Resident Coordinator who would also head the Secretariat. With regards to the status of the Security 

Sector Reform, Mr. Williams stressed the need to continue the High Level Strategic Support to the 

Presidency and highlighted the need to pay additional attention to the security sector and the justice 

reform, which was lagging behind, also due to the financial constrains that the Government was 

facing to address the Ebola response. 

The representative of  Guinea underlined the dramatic humanitarian, economic and social 

consequences of  Ebola on the region. In Guinea, the epicentre had shifted towards the coast and 

the capital where the local authorities still faced resistance from the population. Concerning 

political/institutional developments, the representative of  Guinea mentioned that the members of  

the Constitutional Court had been nominated on 30 March, 2015.  

The representative of  Italy agreed that 2015 was a crucial year for Guinea and the peacebuilding 

architecture. He stressed the need for a collective effort to help Guinea to ensure that credible and 

free elections will take place. On Ebola, he underlined that efforts must be redoubled now, in 

particular concerning the disbursement of  the funds. 

The PR of  Sweden and Chair of  the PBC welcomed the very timely meeting of  the Guinea 

Configuration. He agreed on the regional approach to Ebola and recalled that on the 3rd of  April he 
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would travel to the three most affected countries. He noted that the peacebuilding efforts would 

need to kept high on the agenda in the context of  recovery and that it was crucial to make sure that 

the affected countries came out stronger than before the epidemic struck. 

SRSG Chambas recalled that UNOWA had been actively engaged in Guinea throughout the last 

years and that upon his arrival at UNOWA he had resolved that Guinea would remain a priority. The 

SRSG noted that during his visit to Conakry (from 17 to 19 February 2015), he met with the 

President, the Mouvance, the Opposition and the diplomatic corps. The Opposition inter alia insisted 

on the following points: (i) the holding of  the local elections before the presidential elections, (ii) the 

reform of  the Independent National Electoral Commission (CENI), (iii) the revision of  the 

electoral list and the electoral law, and (iv) the establishment of  the Constitutional Court, the Court 

of  Audit and National Institution on Human Rights (INDH) ,(v) the compensation of  the victims 

of  the 2009 and 2013 elections; which the opposition claims are part of  the 3rd of  July 2013 

Agreement. On the Government side, the focus was clearly to give priority to the holding of  the 

Presidential elections, as a failure to do so would lead to a constitutional crisis. According to 

President Condé, Guinea could not afford 
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had agreed that UNOWA and the OIF should work together and organize a joint visit to Guinea to 

see what could be done to ease the tensions.  

Before concluding, the Chair reiterated that the Guinea Configuration stood ready to support SRSG 

Chambas in his efforts and recalled the convening power of  the PBC. Ambassador Lucas extended 

an invitation to the SRSG to continue the exchange of  views with the Guinea Configuration over 

the months ahead.  


