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Mr. President,

Distinguished Members of the Council

In view of the consultations of the Security Council on Burundi of 9 March,
I would like to report on my ongoing engagement as Chair of the Burundi Configuration of
the UN Peacebuilding Commission (PBC).

1. Activities of the PBC Configuration since the last oral briefing to the Security
Council (18 March 2016)

From 4 to 9 July 2016, | travelled to Burundi and Dar-es-Salaam in order to pursue the
dialogue with the Government and key stakeholders as well as with H.E. Mr. Benjamin
Mkapa, the EAC Facilitator of the inter-Burundi dialogue and former President of the United

Republic of Tanzania.

On 7 and 8 November 2016 the UN Resident Coordinator in Burundi, Mr. Paolo Lembo, and |
convened Burundi’s main multilateral partners to Geneva for socio-economic consultations on
Burundi. The World Bank, the African Development Bank, the International Monetary Fund,
several representatives of the UN Country Team, and the European Union participated in

these consultations.

My overall approach to peacebuilding has remained holistic, i.e. pertaining to all three pillars
of the mandate of the United Nations. In 2016, | held six meetings of the PBC Burundi
Configuration and briefed the Security Council on three occasions (once orally and twice in

writing).



2. Assessment of the current situation in Burundi



- In view of these economic indicators, Burundi’s partners showed continued
readiness to address the needs of the population and to prevent a further

deterioration of the situation.

While recognizing the importance of the contribution of Burundi in AU and UN

peacekeeping operations, Members of the Configuration expressed



At the same time, | invite the Government of Burundi to recognize their partners’ goodwill
and to facilitate efforts of the EAC, the AU and the UN in engaging with Burundi to advance
the Inter-Burundi Dialogue and strengthen the cooperation with both the AU and the UN.

I welcome any efforts for reconciliation within Burundi as well as ongoing dialogue inside
and outside the country and the efforts of the EAC Facilitator, and | wish to reassure former
President Mkapa of the continued support of the Configuration for his work. I am convinced
that it would be of great benefit for Member States if Mr. Mkapa could brief the Security
Council and the PBC Configuration at a certain point on the developments in the Inter-
Burundian dialogue.

4. Ongoing and planned activities of the Configuration
I’m planning to travel to Burundi from 27-31 March 2017 in order to:
Get first-hand impression of the situation on the ground;
Meet with the Government, opposition and civil society;
Pursue the socioeconomic dialogue;

Brief the Government on my continuous conversation with Burundi’s

partners.

| see the continuation of the socioeconomic dialogue not only as an opportunity to address
the socioeconomic challenges, but also as a means to increase the confidence between the
Government and its international partners.

Beyond my next visit to Burundi, I will continue working with the Members of the
Configuration — including the Government of Burundi — the PBC Chair and the PBSO on a
variety of peacebuilding activities with a view to supporting Burundi’s path towards
sustainable peace. The activities of the Configuration will continue to be in line with the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and consulted with relevant international,

regional and sub-regional partners, in particular the facilitator of the EAC-led process.

I will keep the Security Council informed about my visit



