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welcome$ this$ positive$ trend$ and$ urge$ all$ of$ us$ to$ further$ strengthen$ the$ relations$

between$the$Council$and$the$Commission.$

$

A$stronger$advisory$role$will$be$particularly$important$when$the$Council$is$considering$

the$formation,$review$and$drawdown$of$Peacekeeping$Operations$and$Special$Political$

Missions.$Last$June,$Colombia$participated$in$a$fruitful$discussion$between$members$

of$ the$Security$Council$ and$ the$PBC$on$ this$ topic.$During$ the$discussion,$Member$

States$ noted$ that$ the$ PBC$ is$ uniquely$ positioned$ to$ provide$ broad$ and$ diverse$

peacebuilding$perspectives$to$the$Council.$ I$will$repeat$what$my$predecessor$in$the$

Colombian$Mission$stressed$at$that$meeting:$countries$like$Colombia$can$only$benefit$

from$a$special$relationship$between$the$PBC$and$the$Security$Council.$$

(
Third,( the( regional( approach.( The$ value$ of$ the$ PBC$ as$ a$ convening$ platform$ is$

particularly$evident$during$its$consideration$of$regional$situations.$We$are$encouraged$

by$the$possibility$of$continuing$to$contribute$to$the$progress,$such$as$that$recently$noted$

by$the$SecretaryJGeneral,$who$stressed$that$after$years$of$efforts,$the$United$Nations$

Peacekeeping$Mission$in$Liberia$has$completed$its$work,$consolidating$the$successes$

of$other$operations$of$the$United$Nations$in$West$Africa.$In$the$report$that$we$have$just$

approved,$ it$ is$ emphasized$ that$ the$ priority$ of$ the$ Commission$ is$ to$ help$ the$
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Excellencies,$

$

The$work$in$front$of$us$is$ambitious$and$challenging.$I$am$grateful$for$the$Commission’s$

decision$to$elect$countries$of$the$calibre$of$Egypt$and$Romania$to$work$with$Colombia$

in$leading$the$PBC$in$2019.$But$despite$our$efforts,$we$will$not$be$successful$without$

the$full$support$of$all$of$you.$For$us$to$succeed,$each$Member$of$the$PBC$will$have$to$

actively$contribute$to$our$shared$goals.$$

$

I$encourage$all$of$you$to$consider$the$priorities$I$just$listed$and$share$your$views$and$

suggestions.$I$intend$to$capture$our$ideas$in$a$draft$programme$of$work$for$2019$that$

will$be$shared$for$further$consideration$in$the$coming$days.((
(
I$ thank$you$once$again$ for$ your$ confidence$and$support$and$ I$wish$ to$all$ of$ you$a$

successful$work$year$in$the$PBC$framework.$

$


