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    28  Sep tember  2010

To : Members  o f  the  PBC – Burund i  C onf igura t ion          

 

W o r k i n g  L u n c h  -  P e a c e b u i l d i n g  C o m m i s s i o n ,  B u r u n d i  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  

C o- hos ted  by  Ambassador  Paul  Seger ,  Chair  o f  the  PBC - Burundi  
Con f igura t ion  and  Ambassador  Zachar i e  Gahu tu ,  PR  o f  Burund i  in  New 

York 

24  Sep tember  2010 ,  Res tauran t  DeGrez ia ,  New York  

 

Pu rpose  o f  t he  lunch :  Fo r  t he  Governmen t  o f  Burund i  t o  pu r sue  i t s  
engagemen t  wi th  the  Peacebu i ld ing  Commiss ion ,  w i th  a  pa r t i cu la r  focus  on  
the  pos t  e l ec to ra l  oppor tun i t i e s  and  cha l l eng es  and  the  long - t e r m  
engagement  o f  the  PBC wi th  Burund i .  

 

The  a t t endance  was  exce l l en t  and  a t  h igh  l eve l  ( abou t  40  pa r t i c ipan t s ) .  

 

I n  h i s  open ing  r emarks ,  t he  Cha i r  o f  t he  Coun t ry  Conf igu ra t ion  
unde r sco red  the  peacebu i ld ing  p rog res s  ach ieved  by  Burund i ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
2010  e l ec t i ons  t ha t  wen t  we l l .  He  sugges t ed  two  avenues  fo r  t he  PBC 
fu tu re  engagemen t  w i th  Burund i :  1 )  Suppor t ing  economic  and  soc i a l  
p rogres s  and  2 )  S t r eng then ing  ins t i t u t ions .  He  wen t  on  to  say  tha t  t he  two  
avenues  were  in te r - re la ted .  There  c ou ld  be ,  f rom h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  no  
l a s t ing  s t ab i l i t y  wi thou t  economic  and  soc ia l  deve lopment .  On  the  o the r  
hand ,  su s t a inab l e  economic  p rog re s s  r equ i r ed  a  s t ab l e  democra t i c  and  ru l e -
based  f r amework .  

The  PBC shou ld  thus  he lp  a t t r ac t ing  inves tmen t  and  a t  t he  s a m e  t i m e  a s s i s t  
Burund i  i n  bu i ld ing  an  in s t i t u t iona l  and  l ega l  env i ronmen t  conduc ive  to  
inves tmen t .    

 

Burund i  Min i s te r  o f  Ex te rna l  Re la t ions  and  In te rna t iona l  Coopera t ion ,  
Augus t in  Nsanze  took  the  f loo r  to  sha re  the  l a t e s t  deve lopment s  in  
Burund i .  He  desc r ibed  the  long  e l ec to ra l  p rocess  and  the  key  ou tcomes ,  
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desp i t e  con te s t a t i ons  o f  ce r t a in  po l i t i c a l  pa r t i e s .  Among  key  ou tcomes ,  t he  
p res iden t  was  sworn  in  and  the  new governmen t  was  fo rmed  end  Augus t -
beg inn ing  Sep tember  2010 .  He  acknowledged  the  ro le  p layed  by  the  
in te rna t iona l  communi ty ,  in  par t i cu la r  the  Eas t  Af r ican  Communi ty  tha t  
s en t  a  de lega t ion  o f  fo re ign  min i s t e r s  in  an  e f fo r t  t o  b r ing  back  in to  the  
e lec to ra l  p rocess  po l i t i ca l  pa r t i e s  tha t  have  dec ided  to  boyco t t  the  
e l ec t i ons  a f t e r  t he  communa l  i n  J
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