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of Congo, Burundi and Rwanda. He has worked with the United Nations, USAID, CARE International, and 

the International Rescue Committee. 

His wife, Julie, also works for the UN (OCHA), and they have two children. Mr. Williams has a Masters from 

the Princeton School of Public and International Affairs and an undergraduate degree in engineering from 

Harvard University. 

 

 
Denmark, Kasper Thams Olsen, Deputy Director for Migration, Peace and Stabilization  

Since 2024, Mr. Thams Olsen is the Deputy Director for Migrations, Peace and 

Stabilisation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He also served at the Danish Ministry 

of Defense, Director of the COVID-19 Coordination Unit from 2020 to 2021, Political 

Advisor to the EU Delegation to Somalia from 2014 to 2016, Team Leader for Syria, 

Lebanon, Iran, Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula and First Secretary at the Embassy in 

Kabul from 2009 to 2011. From 2008 to 2009 he was the Head of the South East 

Asia section at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and prior to that, he worked in 

Uganda as Advisor on Democracy, Justice and Peace.  
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Germany, Anne-Sophie Beckedorf, Deputy Head of Division, Crisis Prevention, Stabilisation, 

Peacebuilding  

Since August 2024, Dr. Anne-Sophie Beckedorf has been the Deputy Dead of 
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Federal Foreign Office in Berlin.  Before her current posting, Anne-Sophie was 

the deputy head of the German Representative Office in Ramallah from 2022 

to 2024. Previous postings at the Federal Foreign Office were at the state 
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2018, Anne-Sophie worked at the German Embassy in Beirut. 

 

Before joining the Federal Foreign Office in 2023, Anne-Sophie wrote a PhD thesis on political water 

management in Sudan, taught at Bayreuth University and studied geography and development at the 

universities of Bayreuth, Sussex and Geneva (HEID). 

 

 

 

 
The Kingdom of the Netherlands, Cornelieke Keizer, acting Special Envoy Horn of Africa, Sub-Saharan 

Africa Department  

Ms. Keizer is Head of Section for the Horn of Africa at the Sub-Sahara Africa 

Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. Prior to this position 
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Sweden, Dr. Jannie Lilja, Deputy Director and Head of the Conflict, Migration and Gender Equality 

Division  

Dr Jannie Lilja was previously the Director of Studies for Peace and 

Development Research at SIPRI. Before that, she served as a senior fragility 
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joining the World Bank she was a Swedish diplomat and researcher with the 

Department of Peace and Conflict Research at Uppsala University. 

Her areas of expertise cover peacebuilding, war and peace dynamics, 


