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This summary note provides an overview of the perspectives of local women peacebuilders 
on the effectiveness and impact of the UN System and the donor community in advancing 
peacebuilding and sustaining peace at the field level. The perspectives were shared by local 
women peacebuilders participating at ICAN’s 10th Annual Forum titled  
‘Peacebuilding in a Time of Pessimism’.
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The 2025 Peacebuilding Architecture Review (2025 PBAR) consultation aimed at 
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3.	 Financing for peacebuilding requires structural change towards quality financing.

Meaningfully supporting women peacebuilders entails scaling up existing resources for women-led peace-
building work and ensuring that women peacebuilders can actually utilise these resources to advance  
locally-determined priorities. 

ͻ	 YƵĂŶƟƚǇ� ŽĨ� ĮŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ� ĨŽƌ� ǁŽŵĞŶͲůĞĚ� ƉĞĂĐĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ� ǁŽƌŬ� ŶĞĞĚƐ� ƚŽ� ďĞ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ͘� In the past, such  
allocations have been extremely low. For instance, between 2017 and 2018, a mere 0.2% of the total  
bilateral aid targeting fragile countries went directly to women’s rights organisations, and this percentage 
has not changed in a decade. The COVID-19 pandemic and the global political shifts further aggravated  
the situation, with women-led organisations reporting cuts and delays in funding5. Providing direct 
ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĞĚ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ƉĞĂĐĞďƵŝůĚĞƌƐ͛�ǁŽƌŬ� ŝƐ�Ă�ƉƌĞƌĞƋƵŝƐŝƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŽ�ĚĞǀĞůŽƉ� ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů� 
ĐĂƉĂĐŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĐĂƉŝƚĂůŝƐĞ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌŽůĞƐ�ŝŶ�ĂĚǀĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ŝŶĐůƵƐŝǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůĞ�ƉĞĂĐĞ͘�dŚŝƐ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ĂĚŽƉƟŶŐ�
ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚŽƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĂƐƐĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĂŵŽƵŶƚ�ŽĨ�ĨƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŐŽĞƐ�ĚŝƌĞĐƚůǇ�ƚŽ�ǁŽŵĞŶͲůĞĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝƐĂƟŽŶƐ͕�ƌĂƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽŶůǇ�
looking at gender-equality as a target. 

ͻ	 dŚĞ�ƋƵĂůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ĂůƐŽ�ŶĞĞĚƐ� ƚŽ�ďĞ� ŝŵƉƌŽǀĞĚ͘ It’s important to change the ways the money is  
accessed by women peacebuilders. dŚĞ�ĚŽŶŽƌ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͕�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ŵƵůƟůĂƚĞƌĂů�ĚŽŶŽƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�hE��&WƐ͕�
ŵƵƐƚ�ĞǆƉůŽƌĞ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�ĂǀĞŶƵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƚƌĂŶƐĨŽƌŵ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ�ŽĨ�ƉĞĂĐĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĮŶĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƐƚĂŝŶĂďůǇ�
ĂĚĚƌĞƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂůůĞŶŐĞƐ�ĨĂĐĞĚ�ďǇ�ĚŝǀĞƌƐĞ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ƉĞĂĐĞďƵŝůĚĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ĞŶƐƵƌĞ�ŝŵƉĂĐƞƵů�ƉĞĂĐĞďƵŝůĚŝŶŐ�ĂĐƟŽŶ6. 
There are several opportunities to provide more 	



•	 �ĞǀĞůŽƉŝŶŐ�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ŝŶ�ůŽĐĂů�ĂĐƟŽŶ͕�ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ĨŽƌ�ŇĞǆŝďŝůŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚĂƉƟǀŝƚǇ͗ Local women peacebuilders 
report that consistent demand for delivery on selected, often predetermined, project outputs 
creates anxiety and limits their creativity and ability to react to ad-hoc changes on the ground. 
Donors should break with the presumption of an inherent risk in working with local organisa-
tions, and endorse women peacebuilders’ own assessment of risks and mitigation measures 
as these are likely to be the most efficient solutions. Donors should also consider loosening  
restrictive logframes that often diminish creativity and, instead, embrace the unknown to test 
local capacities to enhance the possibility for impact of local action. 

•	 >ŽŽƐĞŶŝŶŐ� ĐŽŵƉůŝĂŶĐĞ� ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞŵĞŶƚƐ͗� In many contexts, women peacebuilders are unable to  
access funding due to the registration requirement and/or the requirements of an approval by 
the government, which is simply not possible in authoritarian contexts. Donors should support 
innovative funding mechanisms with lighter compliance requirements, whether established  
internally or through intermediary organisations, to test options for advancing meaningful  
support to women peacebuilders.

•	 ^ƵƉƉŽƌƟŶŐ� ůŽĐĂůůǇͲŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ� ŵĞĂƐƵƌĞŵĞŶƚ� ŽĨ� ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͗� Many grants available 销
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5.	 The understanding of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture needs to extend beyond New 
York-based entities.

Currently, the UN Peacebuilding Architecture is primarily understood to include   the Peacebuilding  


