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> SUMMARY NOTE

This summary note provides an overview of the perspectives of local women peacebuilders
on the effectiveness and impact of the UN System and the donor community in advancing

peacebuilding and sustaining peace at the field level. The perspectives were shared by local
women peacebuilders participating at ICAN’s 10th Annual Forum titled

‘Peacebuilding in a Time of Pessimism’.



https://icanpeacework.org/2024/07/peacebuilding-in-a-time-of-pessimism-icans-10th-annual-forum/







Overview Grading the United Nations

The 2025 Peacebuilding Architecture Review (2025 PBAR) consultaton aimed at
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https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2282(2016)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False
https://undocs.org/Home/Mobile?FinalSymbol=S%2FRES%2F2558(2020)&Language=E&DeviceType=Desktop&LangRequested=False










3. Financing for peacebuilding requires structural change towards quality fnancing.

Meaningfully supportng women peacebuilders entails scaling up existng resources for women-led peace-
building work and ensuring that women peacebuilders can actually utlise these resources to advance
locally-determined priorites.

o YZAYOW ZT JYAYRSYO TZ0 NIZWGY IGE DGADGAZMESYO 1120 YGGEE 4Z dG SWhHAZIGE™ In the past, such
allocatons have been extremely low. For instance, between 2017 and 2018, a mere 0.2% of the total
bilateral aid targetng fragile countries went directly to women’s rights organisatons, and this percentage
has not changed in a decade. The COVID-19 pandemic and the global politcal shifs further aggravated
the situaton, with women-led organisatons reportng cuts and delays in funding®. Providing direct
AVE €ZEHASYGE TZYESYO 123 IZWGY DCADGAZIEGIE 178U &€ A DAGIGAZEHG 120 4SCW 2 EGIGIZD §YeotzeZYAl
DAPADISGE AVE DADHAKEG ZY #SGiT 8ZIGE §Y AEIAYDYO §YDIZESIG AVE EZEHASYAIG DGARG” dSie dGazZéace AEZDOYO
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WZet GipiZac sYYZ1A616 AIGYZGe +2 HaAYETZaw +SG6 DZAAGTH ELEGW ZT DGADGAZIENG J YAYBYO 17 €264V AL
AEEQGeE +SG DSAGYOGE TADGE dl) ESIGIEG I12ZWGY DCADGAZIEGTE 17 GYEZIG SWDADNZ! DCARGAAIEYO ADBZY®.
There are several opportunites to provide more



report that consistent demand for delivery on selected, ofen predetermined, project outputs
creates anxiety and limits their creatvity and ability to react to ad-hoc changes on the ground.
Donors should break with the presumpton of an inherent risk in working with local organisa-
tons, and endorse women peacebuilders’ own assessment of risks and mitgaton measures
as these are likely to be the most efcient solutons. Donors should also consider loosening
restrictve logframes that ofen diminish creatvity and, instead, embrace the unknown to test
local capacites to enhance the possibility for impact of local acton.

>778GY§Y0 DZWDEAYDG dGAZIGWGYEE In many contexts, women peacebuilders are unable to
access funding due to the registraton requirement and/or the requirements of an approval by
the government, which is simply not possible in authoritarian contexts. Donors should support
innovatve funding mechanisms with lighter compliance requirements, whether established
internally or through intermediary organisatons, to test optons for advancing meaningful
support to women peacebuilders.

NZDDZ36Y0 (ZDAIL) YTZ0WGE WGASZAGWGYE ZT £2DPGEE Many grants available






Grading the United Nations

5. The understanding of the UN Peacebuilding Architecture needs to extend beyond New
York-based entities.

Currently, the UN Peacebuilding Architecture is primarily understood to include the Peacebuilding



