
 
 

Policy Note: Perspectives from Disarmament, Demobilization, Reintegration (DDR)  
on the Peace Building Architecture Review (PBAR) 

 
 

1. In a world shaped by constant flux 
between peace and conflict, e9orts to build, 
keep, and sustain peace often rest on breaking 
the cycles of violence and insecurity. This entails 
ensuring former combatants, including women 
and children, a sustainable return to civilian life, 
restoring fractured communities, reducing the 
circulation of weapons, and preventing violence 
from reigniting. Noting the deterioration of 
security conditions worldwide, the international 
community has made significant strides at the 
political, policy, and operational level in 
addressing the threat posed by
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regional dynamics compounded by the e9ects of 
climate change, the spread of violent extremism, 
mercenaryism, and the proliferation of weapons – 
have made conflicts significantly more di9icult to 
manage and resolve. Conflicts today are 
increasingly fragmented and multifaceted, far 
removed from the traditional patterns of inter-
state and intra-state warfare that dominated 
much of the 20th century. Challenges are 
exacerbated by the urbanization of violence and 
misuse of communication technologies. 
Combined, these features have strongly shaped 
the design and implementation of interventions 
aimed at disarming and reintegrating non-state 
armed groups. The motivations to join armed 
groups as well as their modus operandi have 
changed over time. Armed groups are now more 
fluid, less centralized, and often driven by 
complex webs of regional, economic, ideological, 
ethnic, local and personal grievances. Issues are 
exacerbated by the growing presence of armed 
actors across contexts and their oftentimes 
opportunistic a9iliations – gangs, militias, self-
defense, extremist groups, terrorist organizations 
and insurgencies – at the national and regional 
levels. In the absence of predictable economic 
opportunities, 
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Recommendations: 
I. Analysis and Planning: There is a need to systematically integrate knowledge about these 

complex armed group dynamics, including recruitment patterns, motivations, as well as 
typologies and internal structures, to enhance the conflict-sensitivity of humanitarian, 
peacebuilding – and in the long run -- development interventions. This requires not only 
understanding the nature and modus operandi of armed groups but also leveraging local expertise 
to map out the rules, norms, informal networks and power structures that influence these groups' 
actions. By integrating such an (conflict-sensitive – context specific)  analysis, including an age-
sensitive and gender-responsive perspective, into key UN analytical and strategic products, such as 
the UN Common Country Analyses (CCAs), World Bank Systematic Country Diagnostics (SCDs), 
and UN Sustainable Development Cooperation Frameworks (UNSDCFs), mission 
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